
26 December 2021 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
THEME:  What’d you get for Christmas?  
 
I got an extra five pounds.  What’d you get?  Sometimes we get what we didn’t want and don’t get 
what we did want.  And not just at Christmas…but in life.  At Christmas, if we don’t get, it usually isn’t 
life altering.  But sometimes in the rest of life, it is life altering.  Dealing with getting what we didn’t 
want and dealing with not getting what we did want is tough.   
 
Whether we admit it or not, in those situations, our issue really is with God who did not pay attention 
to our wish list, but decided to be ‘creative’ and give us something else.   
 
What we are really talking about is contentment.  Sometimes Christmas is portrayed negatively as 
filled with greed and selfishness, and maybe sometimes that is true.  But really, when Christians 
celebrate Christmas correctly, it is more a holiday of contentment.   
 
 
 
 
 
****A Special Note on the service.  We only get to sing Christmas songs for a little while each year, 
and sometimes favorites are missed.  So this morning, the congregation will be invited to choose 
some of the songs and hymns this morning – of course, we encourage Christmas Songs.  So you will 
need the red and the blue hymnals on the book shelf in the back.  There is a list of Christmas songs 
toward the end of the bulletin.   
 
 
 
 

 HYMN   (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and love 
we acknowledge your glory and worship you, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 
 
Congregation:  May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O Lord, my Rock  and my Redeemer.             
            



 

   Now sing we now rejoice, now raise to heav’n our voice;   
        He from whom joy streameth  Poor in a manger lies; 
  Not so brightly beameth  The sun in yonder skies  
  Thou my Savior art!  Thou my Savior art! 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made us unfit 
to stand before You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and 
actions. So often we do the evil You forbid and fail to do the good You command. You know our 
hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and deserve only to be condemned.  But at Your gracious 
Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, a sinner!"      
 
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin.  For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only 
have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out 
all my iniquity. 
 
P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His one and 
only Son, Jesus the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the sure hope of 
everlasting life. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your light 
shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

  (Response of Joy – Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 84  
 
 
P:  How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!  
C:  My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;  
P:  My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  
C:  Even the sparrow has found a home,  
P:  And the swallow a nest for herself,  
C:  Where she may have her young— 



P:  A place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God.  
C:  Blessed are those who dwell in Your house;  
P:  They are ever praising You. 
C:  Blessed are those whose strength is in You,  
P:  Who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.  
C:  As they pass through the Valley of Baca,  
P:  They make it a place of springs;  
C:  The autumn rains also cover it with pools.  
P:  They go from strength to strength,  
C:  Till each appears before God in Zion.  
P:  Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; 
C:  Listen to me, O God of Jacob.  
P:  Look upon our shield, O God;  
C:  Look with favor on Your anointed one.  
P:  Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;  
C:  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God  
P:  Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  
C:  For the LORD God is a sun and shield;  
P:  The LORD bestows favor and honor;  
C:  No good thing does He withhold from those whose walk is blameless.  
P:  O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in You. 
 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN 1: 1-18 
   
  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He 
who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have 
all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 



truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and[b] is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 
 
 
 
ROMANS 8: 31-32 
 
 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things? 
 
 
 
 
 

   CONFESSION OF FAITH    In the First Light 
 
 
In the first light of a new day, no one knew He had arrived. 
Things continued, as they had been, while a newborn softly cried. 
But the heavens, wrapped in wonder, knew the meaning of His birth, 
In weakness of a baby, they knew God had come to earth. 
 
 
As His mother held Him closely, it was hard to understand. 
That her baby not yet speaking was the Word of God to man. 
He would tell them of His kingdom, but their hearts would not believe, 
They would hate Him and in anger, they would nail Him to a tree. 
 
 
But the sadness would be broken as the Song of life arose; 
And the Firstborn of creation would ascend and take the throne. 
He had left it to redeem us, but before His life began, 
He knew He’d come back, not as a baby, but as the Lord of every man! 
 
 
 
Hear the angels, as they’re singing, on the morning of His birth, 
But how much greater, will our song be when He comes again to earth! 
 
Hear the angels, as they’re singing, on the morning of His birth, 
But how much greater, will our song be, when He comes again to earth! 
When He comes again to earth!! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26063b


 
SERMON  If you didn’t get it… 
 
 
(a message based on Psalm 84: 11-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 
    the LORD bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold 
    from those whose walk is blameless. 
12 O LORD Almighty, 
    blessed is the man who trusts in you. 
 

 HYMN  (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   (sung to tune of "Away in a Manger")   
 
Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name 
       Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same 
       By mortals and angels.  Come, Lord, reign alone; 
       O hear us and bless us from heaven's high throne 
 
                         The bread that we yearn for provide us each day 
                              As we forgive others, our sins take away: 
                              In times of temptation, to lead us be near 
                              From evil deliver Your children most dear.  
 
 
For yours is the kingdom; o'er all things you reign 
       And yours is the power; all things you maintain 
       To you be the glory, resounding again 



       From all of creation, forever.  Amen 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS – Nicoline Frinwie & Stella Mbango 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PLANNING SESSIONS.  In late January or early February, we will have a set of ministry planning sessions.  
The goal is to analyze the ministry, make plans, and prepare for the church budget.  The timing is determined 
by the Mission Board’s deadline for subsidy requests.  Everyone is invited to attend and plan and dream for 
the ministry.   
 
 
BUILDING A PLACE FOR REUNION.  Please bring in your commitment cards.  Totals are on the TV in the 
entryway.   
 
 
PARKING LOT SNOW REMOVAL.  This year in order to save a little money, we are going to do some of the 
snow removal ourselves.  We have hired a truck to plow the parking lot and the road, but we still need help 
with the sidewalks.  If you are willing to help out, let Pastor S. know.  We will create a text group.    

 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME.  Thank you to the children and the youth who led worship on 
Christmas Eve.  Thank you also to the Sunday School Staff and Dance leader who worked with our 
children.  It was a wonderful evening of worship.  
 
 
 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday December 26                                   
9:00  am    Worship 
 
Thursday December 30 
 9:00 am           Small Group 2 @ McDonalds   
 
Saturday         January 1, 2022 
                            Happy New Year 
 
Sunday             January 2                                        
9:00  am    Worship 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
• Ministry Planning Session #1.  16 Jan?? 
• Ministry Planning Session #2.  23 Jan?? 
• Missionaries Conference.  25-26 Jan.  
• Pans of Hope plays.  13 Feb. 
• Choir Practice Begins.  16 Feb. 
• Ash Wednesday.  2 Mar. 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG   (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SONGS 
 
 
Red Hymnal -- #’s 33-68 
 
Blue LAPPY Hymnal  The Coventry Carol p. 54 
    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly p. 152 



    Mary’s Little Boy Child p. 204 
    Stille Nacht p. 58 
    
 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour  Was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r  When we were gone astray: 
 
Chorus:   Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
From God our heav’nly Father  A blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds   Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born  The Son of God by name:  Chorus 
 
The shepherds at those tidings  Rejoiced much in mind, 
And left their flocks a feeding   In tempest, storm and wind, 
And went to Bethlehem straightway  This blessed babe to find.  Chorus 
 
But when to Bethlehem they came, Where-at this infant lay, 
They found Him in a manger,  Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother, Mary, kneeling  Unto the Lord did pray.  Chorus 
 
 
 
Peace, Peace 
 
Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all! 
This is a time for JOY, this is a time for LOVE. 
Now let us all sing together of PEACE, peace, peace on earth. 
 
 
Little Drummer Boy 
 
Come, they told me, Pa-rum-pum-pum-pum- 
A newborn King to see; (P) 
Our finest gifts we bring, (P) 
To lay before the King, (P)  
rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum 
So to honor him (P) 
When we come. 
 
Little baby (P) 
I am a poor boy, too (P) 
I have no gift for you (P) 
That's fit to give our King (P) 
rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum  
Shall I play for You (P)  



On my drum? 
 
Mary nodded (P)  
The ox and lamb kept time (P)  
I played my drum for Him (P) 
I played my best for him (P) 
rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum 
Then he smiled at me (P)  
Me and my drum. 
Me and my drum. 
Me and my drum.  
 
 
 
O Holy Night 
 
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth! 
Long lay the world, in sin and error pining, 
‘Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night, when Christ was born. 
O holy night! O night, O night divine! 
The First Noel 
 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay— 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night, that was so deep. 
 
Chorus: Noel, noel! Noel, noel!   Born is the King of Israel! 
 
And by the light of the Bethlehem star, 
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went.   
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  Chorus: 
 
Then entered in those wise men three, 
Fell reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence, 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  Chorus: 
 
Then let us all with one accord 



Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought.  Chorus 
 


