
12 December 2021
Liturgy:  Your Grace & Mercy
Pianist:  Dawn Punke
THEME: I am the Lord’s servant.

Mary’s response to the angel’s announcement is amazing.  Humble, accepting, trusting, even though 
she didn’t have all the answers and didn’t have any idea what all of this would mean for her life.  I wish 
I knew what got her to that point…what did she do to have such a faith?

Do you need the answers to believe?  Do you need to know the path ahead to trust?  Many of us do, but 
we want to be like Mary…trusting and confident though the way forward is murky.  Today we will look 
at Mary’s response as a mother, as a believer to the unknown and find a few insights into what 
strengthened Mary to trust through some challenging and difficult times.  
 

 OPENING SONG Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love You, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask You to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Your tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with You there.

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS

INVOCATION

Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:  We gather here today before our Lord and Creator.  He created us to serve Him and to love one 
another.  But we have separated ourselves from Him with our sins.  So let us now confess our sins to 
Him and ask for His forgiveness.

C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses for my sins.  I have sinned 
against You by the things I have done and the things I have not done.  I come before You this 
morning in need of Your forgiveness.

 SONG I Need Thee 

I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.

Chorus:  I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee!
Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee.

I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby.
Temptations lose their pow’r, When Thou art nigh.    Chorus:

P:  Jesus died to take away all of your sins.  You are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and come before Him this morning forgiven of all your sins.  You are His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  May God’s grace strengthen you to live each day as His forgiven and 
dearly loved child.  

C:  Amen.  

      RESPONSES OF PRAISE  Your Grace and Mercy & Sanctuary

Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
I'm living this moment because of You.
I want to thank You and praise You too. 
Your grace and mercy brought me through.

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for You.  (repeat last song only)



P:  God is good… 
C:  All the time. 
P:  All the time… 
C:  God is good.
P:  How great the love the Father has lavished on us…  
C:  That we should be called children of God. 
P:  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine
C:  To the only wise God be glory in the church throughout all generations.  
P:  Let God’s people say:   
C:  Amen.  

GOD SPEAKS

NOTE:  After each reading…
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130 

P:  Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD; 
C:  O Lord, hear my voice. 
P:  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 
C:  If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
P:  But with You there is forgiveness; 
C:  Therefore You are feared. 
P:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
C:  And in His word I put my hope. 
P:  My soul waits for the Lord 
C:  More than watchmen wait for the morning
P:  More than watchmen wait for the morning. 
C:  O Israel, put Your hope in the LORD
P:  For with the LORD is unfailing love 
C:  And with Him is full redemption. 
P:  He Himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.  

ZEPHANIAH 3: 14-17



14 Sing, Daughter Zion;
    shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
    Daughter Jerusalem!
15 The Lord has taken away your punishment,
    he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
    never again will you fear any harm.
16 On that day
    they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
    do not let your hands hang limp.
17 The Lord your God is with you,
    the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
    but will rejoice over you with singing.”

LUKE 3: 7-18

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones 
God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 

anyone who has food should do the same.”
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with 
many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.

APOSTLES’ CREED

C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the 



living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

      SONGS

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you.
Every hour I need you
You're my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You   (Sing Twice)

Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save
He is mighty to save
Forever, author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave (Sing Twice)

Take the world, but give me Jesus. All its joys are but a name.
But His love abides forever, Through eternal years the same.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above!

Take the world, but give me Jesus! In his cross my trust shall be,
Till with clearer, brighter vision, Face to face my Lord I see.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above!

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you.
Every hour I need you
You're my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need You

SERMON   

a message based on Luke 1: 26-38



26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is 
in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.
  

 HYMN    Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 
There He lay the undefiled, to the world a stranger.  
Such a babe in such a place – Can He be the Savior?  
Ask the saved of all the race who have found His favor.

Angels sang about His birth; wise men sought and found Him.  
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, glory all around them.  
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing.  
All the plains were lit that night; all the hills were ringing.  

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 
He is still the undefiled, but no more a stranger.  
Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth, hail the King of glory!

WE RESPOND



THANK OFFERING

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.  
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18)

      PANS OF HOPE – Mary’s Little Boy Child

      OFFERING SONG

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul.
Thank You, Lord, for making me whole.
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me
Thy great salvation so rich and free.  (Repeat)

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.

(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.  
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church.
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.) 

BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

      Amen. Amen. Amen.

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


ANGEL TREE. Every year, Sharing Hope gathers toys and gifts for children in need in our community.  We have 
been connected to these families through members of the church, through our food bank, and by the Adam’s 
County Foster Care system.  Please use the QR code or take and item from the Angel by the big leaf.  Deadline 
for the gifts is today, 12 December.  Speak with Deb R. for more information.

BUILDING A PLACE FOR REUNION.  Bring in your commitment cards.  We are basing our progress on the 
commitment cards.  And make your offerings.  We encourage everyone to make their offerings by January 15th 
if possible.  

Some things to think about.

CRAFT FAIR.  Thank you to all who helped and shopped at the craft fair.  This was a great community 
outreach event.  Many people walked through our doors – most who have never been in here.  We appreciated 
all of our volunteers and especially Carol B.  

PARKING LOT SNOW REMOVAL.  This year in order to save a little money, we are going to do some of the 
snow removal ourselves.  We have hired a truck to plow the parking lot and the road, but we still need help 
with the sidewalks.  If you are willing to help out, let Pastor S. know.  We will create a text group.   

Services Offered.

What’s Going On

Schedule for the week

Sunday December 12                                  
9:00  am    Worship
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class        
                            Sunday School
11:30 am          Confirmation Class

Monday           December 13
7:00 pm            Small Group 1 @ Hanel’s

Wednesday   December 15
Morning??       Christmas Carolling
 
Thursday December 16

Facebook pays the credit card fees if you give through them.   So if you were planning on giving using 
a card, consider giving through Facebook. 

●

Commitment cards.  If you need one, blank ones are available in the back of the church.●
Check with your employer about matching 501c3 contributions.●

Counseling – professional or with the pastor, from depression to marriage to ??●
Spiritual needs – prayers, hospital visits, teaching, baptisms, funerals, weddings, Quinceaneras all at 
no cost 

●

Education – scholarships for Christian Education●

Sharing Hope.  Angel Tree●
Sunday School.  Prepping for Christmas Eve.●
Pans of Hope & Gracefull Dancers.  Prepping for Christmas Eve.●
Fundraising Team.  Gathering Commitment Cards. ●
Sunday morning Bible Study.  Revelation.●



 9:00 am           Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 

Saturday         December 18
9:00 am            Food Distribution

Sunday             December 19                                           
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class
                            Sunday School
11:30 am          Confirmation Class

Save the Date.

• Food Distribution.  18 Dec.
• Christmas Eve worship.  24 Dec.
• Graceful Dancers & Sunday School.  24 Dec. 
• Missionaries Conference.  25-26 Jan. 
• Ministry Planning Session #1.  16 Jan.
• Ministry Planning Session #2.  23 Jan.
• Pans of Hope plays.  13 Feb.
• Choir Practice Begins.  16 Feb.
• Ash Wednesday.  2 Mar.

     HYMN      Mary’s Little Boy Child

Long time ago in Bethlehem, So the Holy Bible say,
Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day

Chorus:   Hark! Now hear the angels sing. New King is born today.
And men will live forevermore Because of Christmas Day!

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
 They saw a bright, new shining star,

They heard the choirs of angels sing, The music came from afar.
Joseph and his wife, Mary, Came to Bethlehem that night,
They found no place to bear the child; Not a single room was in sight.  Chorus.

By and by they found a little nook, In a stable all forlorn,
And in a manger, cold and dark, Mary’s little boy child was born.

Trumpets sound and angels sing, Listen to what they say,



That men will live forevermore, Because of Christmas Day!

      PANS OF HOPE – Angels We Have Heard on High 


