
5 December, 2021 
THEME:  “That’s not fair!” 
Liturgy:  Shine, Jesus, Shine 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
 
I get frustrated when I see people treated unfairly.  When an adult is unfair to a child, when every 
member of a group is lumped together as one, when punishments are not equal.   If we were in 
charge, things would be fair.  We’re not in charge, but God is.  “God things are so unfair.  We don’t 
you make things fair?  The wicked get away with it!  The good are oppressed.  The weak are 
stomped on by the strong.  Come and make things fair.” 
 
The people of Israel were making the same cry.  They wanted to Messiah to come to make things 
right.  He was supposed to save Israel from their oppressors.  “Hurry up, Lord, and send the Messiah 
and make things right!”   
 
What is God’s response?  How does God respond to the cry of, “Unfair!”?  Do we really want Jesus to 
come and make things ‘fair’?   
 
 
 
  OPENING HYMN   Oh, Come All Ye Faithful 
 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels.  
 
Chorus  Oh, come, let us adore Him, Oh, come let us adore Him,  

Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
God from true God, and Light from Light eternal,  
Born of a virgin, to earth He comes, 
Only begotten Son of God the Father.  Chorus. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;  
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above.   
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. Chorus. 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;  
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n,  
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: We worship this morning in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 



 
OPENING SENTENCES & PRAYERS 
 
P: God, our Father, each day is a gift of Your grace. 
C: Your mercies are new every morning. 
P: Guide our steps by the light of Your Word. 
C: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil. 
P: Better than life is Your love. 
C: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
P:  We pray together: 
C:  Heavenly Father, we have come to worship You.  Draw near to us in your gracious word and 
assure us of Your loving kindness.  Curb our wandering thoughts that we may hear Your voice and 
sing Your praises.  Open our hearts by Your Spirit, that we may believe in Jesus and grow day by day 
in Your grace.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
children, but we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned 
against You and do not deserve to be called Your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure:  Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy law’s demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone. Thou must save and Thou alone. 

 
 
P: Jesus says to His people:  “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  His death paid for the 
guilt of Your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do you believe this? 
 
C: Yes, I believe. 
 
P: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I pronounce to you that your sins are forgiven.  Be 
assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.   
 
C:  Amen. 



PRAYER:  O Lord, my God, I thank You for the love You have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Saviour.  
Let me live in the peace of forgiveness, help me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I 
can, and serve You and those around me with love and good works.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSE SONG  Shine, Jesus, Shine 
 
Lord, the light of Your love is shining,  
In the midst of the darkness shining. 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;  
Set us free by the truth You now bring us.   
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Chorus:  Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with the Father’s glory. 

   Blaze, Spirit blaze!  Set our hearts on fire. 
      Flow, river, flow!  Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
       Send forth Your Word, Lord, And let there be light! 
 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display Your likeness. 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me.  Chorus: 
 
 
 
GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 LUKE 1:5-20 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them 
were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 
But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 
were praying outside. 

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel 
said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring 



back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is 
well along in years.” 

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 
to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak 
until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their 
appointed time.” 
 
 
 
LUKE 3:1-6 

 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

 
 
  HYMN    Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
 
Oh, come, oh, come Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lowly exile here  
until the Son of God appear.  
 
Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free  
Your own from Satan’s tyranny;  
From depths of hell Your people save,  
and bring them victory o’er the grave.    Chorus. 
 
Oh, come, O Key of David, come,  
and open wide our heav’nly home.   
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery.  Chorus.  
 
 



SERMON  The Cry:  Unfair!  Unfair! 
 
 
(a sermon based on Malachi 2: 17- 3: 4) 
 
 
 
 

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. “How have we wearied him?” you ask. By 
saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord, and he is pleased with them” or “Where is 
the God of justice?” 

3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord 
you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come,” says the Lord Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will 
be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 
purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring 
offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, 
as in days gone by, as in former years. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN  Go, Tell It on the Mountain  
 
Chorus  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and everywhere; 

               Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Chorus. 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth  
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  Chorus. 
 
Down in a lowly manger, the humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 



those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
P:  Christ has died! 
C:  Christ is risen! 
P:  Christ shall come again! 
C:  Rejoice in the Lord always. 
P:  I will say it again:  Rejoice. 
C:  God gave His Son as an atonement for all of our sins 
P:  Not only for our sins but the sins of the whole world 
C:  Thank the Lord and sing His praise. 
P:  Tell everyone what He has done.  
 
P:  Let us pray. 
P:  Lord, our sin separates us from You.  We need Your forgiveness.  We need Your love.  Through 
this supper, pour out Your Holy Spirit on us.  Make us one in Christ – united with Him and united 
with one another.  Forgive our sins, lift up our hearts, inspire us to love as You have loved us.  Bless 
us through this supper.   
 
C:  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 
Chorus:    I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 

    Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee. 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their pow’r when Thou art nigh. Chorus 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, when He had given thanks, He 
broke it. He gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 
 



Then, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This cup is 
the new covenant of My blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
HYMN  Silent Night 
 
Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,  
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  
Glories stream from heaven afar;  
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
 
 
HYMN  What Child is This 
 
What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.   
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate where oxen now are feeding?   
Good Christians, fear; For sinners here the silent Word is pleading.   
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through; the cross He’ll bear for me, for you.   
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king to own Him.   
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.   
Raise, raise the song on high; The virgin sings her lullaby.   
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
 
 
 



This is the threefold truth on which our faith depends 
And with this joyful cry worship begins and ends: 
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

NNOUNCEMENTS.  
 
ANGEL TREE. Every year, Sharing Hope gathers toys and gifts for children in need in our community.  We 
have been connected to these families through members of the church, through our food bank, and by the 
Adam’s County Foster Care system.  Please use the QR code or take and item from the Angel by the big leaf.  
Deadline for the gifts is next Sunday, 12 December.  Speak with Deb R. for more information. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. On 24th December, the children of the congregation will lead a 
Christmas program.  If your children are able to participate, please speak with your child’s Sunday School or 
to Kristin S.   
 

BUILDING A PLACE FOR REUNION.  Bring in your commitment cards and make your offerings.  We 
encourage everyone to make their offerings by January 15th.   
 
Some things to think about. 

• Facebook pays the credit card fees if you give through them.   So if you were planning on 
giving using a card, consider giving through Facebook.  

• Commitment cards.  If you need one, blank ones are available in the back of the church. 
• Check with your employer about matching 501c3 contributions. 

 
CRAFT FAIR.  On Saturday, December 11th, we will host a craft fair.  This is a great community 
outreach event.  A couple hundred people will walk through our doors – most who have never been 
in here.  We need one volunteer to help with food on the day of the fair (from 8 am to 2 pm), and we 
will 7 volunteers to help Saturday afternoon setting everything back up for church from 3 pm to 4 
pm.  If you can help, let Pastor S. or Carol B. know.   
 

 
 



CHRISTMAS INVITATIONS.  Yesterday, we had an invitation Christmas Card party.  We wrote 
personal invitations to the people who have recently moved into our community, inviting them to 
come to worship with us on Christmas Eve.  We will be distributing these invitations to our 
community soon.  Speak with Jay L. for more information.  
 
PARKING LOT SNOW REMOVAL.  This year in order to save a little money, we are going to do 
some of the snow removal ourselves.  We have hired a truck to plow the parking lot and the road, 
but we still need help with the sidewalks.  If you are willing to help out, let Pastor S. know.  We will 
create a text group.    
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday December 5                                   
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class         
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
Wednesday    December 8 
5:45 pm            Pans of Hope 
 
Thursday December 9 
 9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds  
 
Saturday         December 11 
8 am to 3 pm   Craft Fair 
 
Sunday             December 5                                            
9:00  am    Worship  
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class 
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
Save the Date 
 

• Angel Tree Collection Deadline.  12 Dec. 

• Food Distribution.  18 Dec. 

• Pans of Hope plays.  19 Dec.  

• Christmas Eve worship.  24 Dec. 

• Gracefull Dancers & Sunday School.  24 Dec.  

• Missionaries Conference.  25-26 Jan.  

• Ministry Planning Session #1.  16 Jan. 

• Ministry Planning Session #2.  23 Jan. 

• Pans of Hope plays.  13 Feb. 

• Choir Practice Begins.  16 Feb. 

• Ash Wednesday.  2 Mar. 



 
 
 CLOSING SONG   Go, Now in Peace 
 
 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
   
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do.   
 
Go now in love, and show you believe.   
Reach out to others so all the world can see.    
God will be there watching from above.   
  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 


