
28 November 2021  
Liturgy:  First Song of Isaiah 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  Building a Place for Reunion…with God’s Word 
 
The four Sundays before Christmas focus on the coming of Jesus Christ.  The season is called Advent 
which is Latin for coming or arriving.  Jesus comes to us in different ways.  He comes to us in His 
Word as we read and study and learn.  He came to us when He was born in Bethlehem to be our 
Savior, and He will come to us again on the Last Day when He comes to take us home to heaven.  So 
Advent is a time when we prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming.  In Christianity, that preparation is 
done through reflection and repentance.   
 
Sermon Theme:  Part of God’s plan for us is to gather together with other Christians for 
encouragement.  But that is hard.  I heard someone say, “Church would be great if it weren’t for the 
people.”  We sometimes make a connection with Jesus difficult.  People have been hurt by the 
organization of the church, by leaders of the church, and by members of the church.  Sometimes we 
aren’t always as lovable as our Savior is.  But the whole reason the church exists is for people…for 
sinful people.  God wants us to gather with one another.  Whether we like to admit it or not, we 
need each other as Christians.  So part of what we are building is a place where people can, as much 
as possible, build relationships and connections and community.  We are building a place for people 
to reunite with God’s people and find a community that will help in their walk with Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN     Lord, I Need You 
 
Lord I come, I confess,  
Bowing here, I find my rest.   
Without You, I fall apart. 
You’re the One that guides my heart. 
 
Chorus:   Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You. 
Ev’ry hour I need You.  
You’re my one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You.    
 
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where is grace is found is where You are. 
Where You are, Lord I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  Chorus. 
 
Bridge  So teach my song to rise to You. 
When temptation come my way. 
When I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You; 
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.   
 
Chorus 



 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and love we 
acknowledge Your glory and worship You – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 
 
Congregation: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   
 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!   
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made us unfit 
to stand before You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and 
actions. So often we do the evil You forbid and fail to do the good You command. You know our 
hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and deserve only to be condemned.  But at Your gracious 
Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, a sinner!"      
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin.  For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only 
have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out 
all my iniquity. 
 
P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His one and 
only Son, Jesus the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the sure hope of 
everlasting life. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your light 
shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
 



GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
 
PSALM 25 
 
P: In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. 
C: I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, 
P: Nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
C: No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, 
P: Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
C: Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 
P: And my hope is in you all day long. 
C: Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
P: Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; 
C: According to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are good. 
P: Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
C: He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 
P: For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 
C: Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. 
P: Relieve the troubles of my heart and free me from my anguish. 
C: Guard my life and rescue me; do not let me be put to shame, 
P: For I take refuge in you. 
C: May integrity and uprightness protect me,  
P: Because my hope, Lord, is in you. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
JEREMIAH 33: 14-16 
  
14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. 
15 “‘In those days and at that time 
    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 
    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 
    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
This is the name by which it will be called: 
    The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ 
 
 
Luke 21:25-36 
 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish 
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive 
of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see 



the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take 
place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they sprout 
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all those 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able 
to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
HYMN  Behold, a Branch Is Growing   
 
Behold, a Branch is growing, of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race 
And bears one little flow’r, in midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
 
Isaiah had foretold it, in words of promise sure, 
And Mary’s arms enfold It, a virgin meek and pure. 
Through God’s eternal will, this child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 
 
This flow’r, so small and tender, with fragrance fills the air;   
His brightness ends the darkness, that kept the earth in fear.            
True God and yet true man, He came to save His people 
From earth’s dark night of sin. 
 



O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woes, 
O Savior, King of glory, Who conquered all our foes, 
Bring us at last, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day.   
 
 
SERMON  Building a Place for Reunion…with God’s People 
 
 (a sermon based on Hebrews 10: 24-25) 
 
 
 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.  
 
 
  
HYMN  The First Song of Isaiah 
  
Chorus: Surely it is God who saves me.    

I will trust in Him and not be afraid, 
    For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense  

And He will be my Saviour. 
 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
From the springs of salvation, 
And on that day you shall say give thanks to the Lord 
And call upon His name.  Chorus. 
 
Make His deeds known among the peoples.   
See that they remember that His name is exalted.   
Sing the praises of the Lord for He has done great things  
And this is known in all the world.  Chorus. 
 
Cry aloud inhabitants of Zion!  Ring out your joy!   
For the great One in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  Chorus. 
 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 



 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
 
 
I must tell Jesus all of my trials. I cannot bear these burdens alone. 
In my distress He kindly will help me. He ever loves and cares for His own.  
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
I must tell Jesus all of my troubles. He is a kind, compassionate friend. 
If I but ask Him, He will deliver; Make of my troubles quickly an end.  
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANGEL TREE. Every year, Sharing Hope gathers toys and gifts for children in need in our community.  We 
have been connected to these families through members of the church, through our food bank, and by the 
Adam’s County Foster Care system.  Please use the QR code or take and item from the Angel by the big leaf.  
Deadline for the gifts is 12 December.  Speak with Deb R. for more information. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. On 24th December, the children of the congregation will lead a 
Christmas program.  If your children are able to participate, please speak with your child’s Sunday School or 
to Kristin S.   
 



BUILDING A PLACE FOR REUNION.  Today ends the official Capital Campaign, but the campaign 
doesn’t end.  Bring in your commitment cards and make your offerings.  We encourage everyone to 
make their offerings by January 15th.   
 
Some things to think about. 
 

• November 30th is Giving Tuesday.  Facebook gives away millions of dollars of matching 
funds.  For more information, speak with Jeff H. or Pastor S.   

• Facebook pays the credit card fees if you give through them.   So if you were planning on 
giving using a card, consider giving through Facebook.  

• Commitment cards.  If you need one, blank ones are available in the back of the church. 
• Check with your employer about matching 501c3 contributions. 

 
CRAFT FAIR.  On Saturday, December 11th, we will host a craft fair.  This is a great community 
outreach event.  A couple hundred people will walk through our doors – most who have never been 
in here.  We will need help on Friday evening to set up for the fair.  We will need help with snacks 
and such for the vendors the day of the fair, and we will need help Saturday evening setting 
everything back up for church.  If you can help, let Pastor S. or Carol B. know. 
 
CHRISTMAS INVITATIONS.  On Saturday, 4th December at 11 am, we will have a invitation 
Christmas Card party.  We will be writing person invitations to the people who have recently moved 
into our community, inviting them to come to worship with us on Christmas Eve.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Only skill needed is the ability to write.  Speak with Jay L. for more information.  
 
 
YOUTH CORNER.  We will begin our new bible study this week. The logical choice after Esther 
would be Ezra or Nehemiah, so, because we are different and a little quirky we are going to study 
Hezekiah. Who was he, did he believe in God, why does David get all the notoriety and fame and not 
Hezekiah? Come and find out. Spare the date Saturday December 4th 6PM-9PMish for a fun and 
exciting event that should be right up everyone's alley. RSVP with Hannah S. or Steve C. 
 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday November 28                                   
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class         
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
Tuesday           November 30 
5:30 pm            Member Care Team 
6:00 pm            CAP 
 
Wednesday    December 1 
5:45 pm            Pans of Hope  
 
Thursday December 2 
 9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
               
Saturday         December 4 



11:00 am         Christmas Invites 
 
Sunday             December 5                                            
9:00  am    Worship  
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class 
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
• Advent Begins.  28 Nov. 
• Member Care Team.  1 Dec.  
• CAP.  Life of Luther.  1 Dec. 
• Craft Fair set up.  10 Dec. 
• Craft Fair.  11 Dec. 
• Angel Tree Collection Deadline.  12 Dec. 
• Food Distribution.  18 Dec.  
• Christmas Eve worship.  24 Dec. 
• Missionaries Conference.  25-26 Jan. 
 
 
 
CLOSING SONG   Bind Us Together, Lord 
 
Chorus  Bind us together, Lord Bind us together 

With cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together, Lord Bind us together 
Bind us together with love. 

 
There is only one God, There is only one King 
There is only one body, That is why we sing.   (Chorus) 
 
Fit for the glory of God, Purchased by His precious Son 
Born with the need to be clean, Jesus the victory has won.  (Chorus) 
 
We are the family of God, We are the promise divine, 
We are God’s chosen desire, We are the glorious new wine (Chorus) 


