
10 October 2021 
THEME:  The Prayer of the Righteous… 
Liturgy:  Make Me a Servant 
Pianist:  Dawn Punke 
 
Sometimes we get ourselves into a situation where we feel helpless…there is nothing we can do…we 
have tried it all and nothing seemed to work.  So we pray.  But is that what prayer is?  the thing that 
we do when we can’t do anything else?  Is it busy work to make us feel like we can do something when 
we feel helpless?  Or is it more?  James uses the example of Elijah praying for no rain, and it didn’t 
rain.  That is amazing; but that was Elijah.  And I am just me; I can’t really expect that, can I?  Let’s 
read James and see what he says about our prayers.  
  
 
 
 

 What a Friend We Have in Jesus  (#411 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 
 
 Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged – Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our every weakness – Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
 
  Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
  Precious Savior, still our refuge – Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Do your friends despise, forsake you?  Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  In His arms He’ll take and shield you; You will find a solace there. 
 
 
 
 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Congregation: Amen. 



 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
 
 
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting. I have cut myself off from You and others by the 
sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for 
the wounds I have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the 
power of Your Holy Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 

 SONG Change My Heart, O God  (p. 38 in the blue hymnal) 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
 
 
 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 



 
 

 SONG Blessed Assurance (p. 26 in the blue hymnal) 
 
 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!   
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit washed in His blood. 
 
Chorus:   This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  
      This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long.  
 
Loving Submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, kept in His love.  Chorus. 
 
 
 

GOD SPEAKS 
 
 
NOTE:  After each reading… 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 55 
 
P:  Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;  
C:  Hear me and answer me.  
P:  My thoughts trouble me and I am distraught  
C:  My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death have fallen on me.  
P:  Fear and trembling have beset me; horror has overwhelmed me.  
C:  I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at rest.  
P:  Destructive forces are at work in the city;  
C:  Threats and lies never leave its streets.  
P:  As for me, I call to God, and the LORD saves me.  
C:  Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice.  
P:  He rescues me unharmed from the battle waged against me, 
C:  Even though many oppose me.  
P:  God, who is enthroned from of old, who does not change—  
C:  He will hear them and humble them, because they have no fear of God.  
P:  My companion attacks his friends; he violates his covenant.  
C:  His talk is smooth as butter, yet war is in his heart;  
P:  His words are more soothing than oil,  
C:  Yet they are drawn swords.  
P:  Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you;  



C:  He will never let the righteous be shaken.  
 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
1 KINGS 17:1 & 18:41-46 
 
 

Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, 

lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 
 
 

41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 42 So 
Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground 
and put his face between his knees. 

43 “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked. 
“There is nothing there,” he said. 
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” 
44 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from 

the sea.” 
So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops 

you.’” 
45 Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and 

Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 46 The power of the Lord came on Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his 
belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 
 
 
 
 
 
LUKE 18:9-14 
 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat 
his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 



 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

 HYMN  By Faith 
 
By faith we see the hand of God  
In the light of creation’s grand design,  
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness,  
Who walk by faith and not by sight.   
 
By faith our fathers roamed the earth  
With the pow’r of His promise in their hearts,  
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand,  
A place where peace and justice reign. 
 
Chorus:   We will stand as children of the promise;  

We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward.   
Till the race is finished and the work is done,  
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

 
By faith the prophets saw a day  
When the longed-for Messiah would appear,  
With the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death  
And rise triumphant from the grave. 
 
By faith the church was called to go  
In the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost,  
To deliver captives and to preach good news  
In ev’ry corner of the earth.  Chorus. 
 
By faith this mountain shall be moved  
And the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail,  



For we know in Christ all things are possible  
For all who call upon His name.  Chorus.   
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON   
 
The Prayer of the Righteous 
 
(a message based on James 5:13-18) 
 
 
 

13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray.  Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of 
praise. 14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint 
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person 
well; the Lord will raise them up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  16 Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man 
is powerful and effective. 

17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the land for three and a half years.  18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN    Hear, O Lord 
 
 
Chorus: Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy. 
My soul is longing for the glory of you. 
O hear, O Lord, and answer me. 

 
 
Ev’ry night before I sleep I lay my burdens down. 
Because dear Lord in you alone can peace be truly found. Chorus 
 
 
Why am I so restless Lord?  Why does my heart still fear? 
You love me Lord and promise me that You are always here.     Chorus 
 
 
Lord, I pray to be like You, So Loving kind and true, 
That all might see Your love in me and put their trust in You.       Chorus 
 



WE RESPOND 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 

 OFFERING SONG  Give Thanks (pg. 84 in the blue hymnal) 
 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE PRAYER TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 

     I must tell Jesus all of my trials, 
I cannot bear these burdens alone; 
In my distress He kindly will help me, 
He ever loves and cares for His own. 

 
Chorus:   I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. 

I cannot bear my burdens alone; 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. 
Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER 



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

  I must tell Jesus all of my troubles, 
He is a kind, compassionate Friend; 
If I but ask Him, He will deliver, 
Make of my troubles quickly and end.   

 
 
Chorus:   I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. 

I cannot bear my burdens alone; 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. 
Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
YOUTH CORNER.  Join us this Sunday as we watch Mary, Mother of Jesus. We will get to see Batman play 
Jesus in a movie about Mary. Save the date 10/29 Corn Maze RSVP with Steve C. or Hannah S.  
 
COAT DRIVE.  Sharing Hope is collecting coats and blankets for Shared Blessings this morning.  Check your 
closets for unwanted and unused.   
 
THRIVENT STUFF.  Thrivent is a Christian, mainly Lutheran, financial organization.  They support ministries 
in various ways.  If you have Thrivent products, consider supporting Living Hope Lutheran Church.  If you 
aren’t sure how, speak with Pastor Josh.  If you are eligible for Choice Dollars, designate Living Hope.  If you 
are eligible for Action Teams, let Pastor Josh know and we take advantage of their financial support. 
 



FUNDRAISING TEAM.  The Fundraising Team is organizing.  The plan is to start our campaign on November 
7th.  Speak with Jeff H. or Pastor Josh for more information, or to help out.   
 
WELS SINGLES.  If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or 
enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our 
group consists of over 500 members from around the world with ages ranging from 18-65+. We are an active 
group sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, and food. Our page is full 
of discussion posts, and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd love to have you 
join us. Facebook Groups. 
 

 
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 
Sunday October 10                                   
9:00  am    Worship 
10:30 am          Youth & Adult Bible Class         
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
5:00 pm            Foundations of Faith?? 
 
Tuesday          October 12 
10:00 am          Popcorn Invitation Handout 
 
Wednesday    October 13 
5:45 pm            Pans of Hope 
7:30 pm            Choir Thursday October 14 
9:00 am            Small Group 2 @ McDonalds 
7:00 pm            Small Group 3 @ Church 
                            Men’s bible study 
 
Sunday             October 17                                            
9:00  am    Worship  
10:30 am          Bible Class 
                            Sunday School 
11:30 am          Confirmation Class 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
• Pans of Hope Play.  24 Oct. 
• Sharing Hope Sunday.  24 Oct. 
• Member Care Team.  26 Oct. 
• Corn Maze.  Youth Outing.  29 Oct.   
• Food Distribution.  30 Oct.  
• Thanksgiving Basket Collection Begins.  31 Oct. 
• Reformation.  31 Oct. 
• CAP.  Life of Luther.  2 Nov.  
• Building a Place for Reunion begins.  7 Nov.  
• Choir Sings.  7 Nov. 
 
 



 

CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant (p. 202 in the blue hymnal) 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 


