
29 August 2021 
Liturgy:  Make Me a Servant 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
THEME:  Resource Management Best Practices…Faithfulness 
 
You can earn a Doctorate in resource management from almost every major business school.  
Businesses want to make sure that they are using their time and resources wisely.  Most of the 
principles of business resource management are common sense.  Many of them sound like they were 
taken from the parable of the Shrewd Manager.   
 
Jesus talked resource management long before universities offered courses.  His principles of resource 
management don’t have quite the same motives or have quite the same purpose, but they are so very 

useful to making wise choices in our every day lives…especially when it comes to the “resources”  -- 
maybe better, blessings -- that God has entrusted to us. 
 
For the next three weeks, we will study the Parable of the Shrewd Manager, a strange little parable 
Jesus tells to guide God’s people.     
   
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN     Speak, O Lord   (#735 in the greenish hymnal) 
 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All Your purposes for Your glory.  
 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
holy reverence, true humility;  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
in the radiance of Your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow'r that can never fail—  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.  
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.  



Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built  
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
 
 
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting. I have cut myself off from You and others by the 
sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for 
the wounds I have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the 
power of Your Holy Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 



 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 

 All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood  (Sing Twice) 
 
 
 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 
     Chorus: I need Thee, oh, I need Thee;  
Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior;  
I come to Thee. 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour in joy or pain; 
Come quickly and abide, or life is vain.       Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 71 
 
P:  In You, Lord, I have taken refuge; 
C:  Let me never be put to shame. 
P:  In Your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me; 
C:  Turn your ear to me and save me. 
P:  Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; 
C:  Give the command to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress. 
P:  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
C:  From the grasp of those who are evil and cruel. 
P:  For You have been my hope, Sovereign Lord, 



C:  My confidence since my youth. 
P:  From birth I have relied on You; 
C:  You brought me forth from my mother’s womb.  I will ever praise You. 
P:  I have become a sign to many; You are my strong refuge. 
C:  My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
P:  Declaring Your splendor all day long. 
C:  Do not cast me away when I am old; 
P:  Do not forsake me when my strength is gone. 
C:  Do not be far from me, my God; 
P:  Come quickly, God, to help me. 
C:  As for me, I will always have hope; 
P:  I will praise you more and more. 
C:  My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your saving acts all day long— 
P:  Though I know not how to relate them all. 
C:  I will come and proclaim Your mighty acts, Sovereign Lord; 
P:  I will proclaim Your righteous deeds, Yours alone. 
C:  Since my youth, God, You have taught me, 
P:  And to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 
C:  Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, 
P:  Till I declare your power to the next generation, 
C:  Your mighty acts to all who are to come. 
P:  Your righteousness, God, reaches to the heavens, 
C:  You who have done great things.  Who is like You, God? 
P:  Though You have made me see troubles, many and bitter, 
C:  You will restore my life again; 
P:  From the depths of the earth You will again bring me up. 
C:  You will increase my honor and comfort me once more. 
P:  My tongue will tell of Your righteous acts all day long, 
C:  For those who wanted to harm me have been put to shame and confusion. 
 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
LUKE 16:1-13 
 

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of 
your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m 
not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job 
here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’ 

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied. 
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and 

fifty.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25627a


7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
“‘A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,’ he replied. 
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 
light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will 
be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 
 
 
 
 
 
ECCLESIASTES 5 
 
10 Whoever loves money never has enough; 
    whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
    This too is meaningless. 
 
11 As goods increase, 
    so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owners 
    except to feast their eyes on them? 
 

12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 
    whether they eat little or much, 
but as for the rich, their abundance 
    permits them no sleep. 
 
13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 
 
wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
14     or wealth lost through some misfortune, 
so that when they have children 
    there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
15 Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 
    and as everyone comes, so they depart. 
They take nothing from their toil 
    that they can carry in their hands. 
 

16 This too is a grievous evil: 
As everyone comes, so they depart, 
    and what do they gain, 
    since they toil for the wind? 
17 All their days they eat in darkness, 
    with great frustration, affliction and anger. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25628b


18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to 
drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God 
has given them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and 
possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift 
of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied with 
gladness of heart. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN  Jesus, Name Above All Names  (p. 161 in the blue hymnal) 
 
 
Jesus, name above all names, Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 
Immanuel, God is with us, Blessed Redeemer, living Word. 
 
Jesus, loving Shepherd, Vine of the branches, Son of God, 
Prince of peace, Wonderful Counselor, Lord of the universe, Light of the World. 
 
Jesus, way of salvation, King of kings, Lord of lords, 
The Way, the Truth, and the Life, Mighty Creator, my Savior and Friend. 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON    (a message based on Luke 16:13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 HYMN    Take My Life And Let It Be  (#469 in the red hymnal) 
 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use, ev’ry power as Thou shall choose. 
 
Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart – it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.   
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
 
 

 OFFERING SONG 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH TEACHERS 
 
 
 Dawn Punke   Haley Rice 
 Brianna Eikenberg  Jeff Hanel 
 Paula Loya   Tony Rach 
 Micah Derieg   Steve Clark 
 Sarah Derieg   Kristin Sternhagen 
 Erin Sweet 
 Hannah Sternhagen 
 
  
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH GROUP starting next Sunday.  We have a set of teachers ready to teach your 
children.  Please send your children to learn the truths of God’s Word.  Craft, song, and lessons.  Speak with 
Dawn P. or Pastor S. for more information.   
 
 
RMLHS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN.  Take some time to speak with Mr. Lohmiller and Jeff and Nicole about the 
campaign.  Living Hope will always be in partnership with Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School.  We are 
sister ministries, so it is right for us to support their efforts.   

 
 
 
Save the Date. 
 
• 1st Steel Pan Practice.  1 September. 
• Sunday School Restart.  5 September. 
• Small Group #4.  Married Couples.  12 September. 
• Popcorn Invite Handout.  14 September. 
• 1st Choir Practice.  15 September 
• Coat Drive.  9 & 10 Oct. 
• Thanksgiving Basket Collection Begins.  31 Oct. 
• Angel Tree Collection Begins.  21 Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 
 


