
Christian Apologetics. 
Topic #6   Hypocrisy & Judgmentalism 
 
A bible study based on chapter 8 of Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask by 
Mark Mittelberg 
 
 
 
 

How can I trust in Christianity when so many Christians are hypocrites? 
 

Why are Christians so judgmental toward everyone who doesn’t agree with them? 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
“We see the problem all around us—from the headlines announcing the latest case of clergy abuse and 
subsequent cover-ups to rumors of yet another evangelical leader who has fallen into some kind of 
serious sin.  Whether the information is about someone whose name everybody knows or somebody 
relatively unknown, when the person is reputed to be a follower of Christ, it’s always a tragedy. 
 Worse, to many of our friends who are trying to decide what to believe and whether any form 
of faith is worth following, it’s a travesty—one that can set them back years in their spirit journey or 
maybe even turn them 180 degrees to the opposite direction.”  P. 223. 
 
 
 
 Why do unbelievers hold Christians to such high standards? 
 
 
 

Definition of Hypocrisy.  
 
 
Hypokrites – Ancient Greek word for actor, or one who 
judges or interprets underneath.  Actors in ancient Greek 
wore masks so identifying the character was easy, but also to 
hide the identity of the actor.   
 
 
 
Modern term means something like “claiming to have moral 
standards or beliefs to which one’s own behavior does not conform…pretense.”   
 
 
 
Is the problem with hypocrisy the sin?   
 



2 | P a g e  
 

Two sides (sort of) to hypocrisy:    when we sin grossly 
 
when we act like we don’t sin at all 

  
 Explain the hypocrisy behind each one. 
 
 
 

The Reality.   Christians don’t always live their faith.  We don’t always represent Christ well. 
 
 
Can you think of some news stories that show hypocrisy in Christians? 
 
 

Retired MLB Star Accuses Pastor of Extramarital Affair with His Wife and Defrauding His 
Charity: Lawsuit  June 22, 2021  (https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/retired-mlb-star-
accuses-pastor-223041192.html) 
 

She is a famous gospel singer.  He was a pastor of a big congregation.  
 
 
 
But it isn't just the big things…the way that we talk about people…the way that we treat our 
spouse…whether we offer to help at the office…our attitude towards one another…even when we 
worry and fear and are stressed out…when I don't seem to care…the jokes that I tell. 
 
 
“Born-agains were distinct on some religious variables, most notably owning more bibles, going to 
church more often, and donating money to religious nonprofits (especially a church).  however, when 
it came to non religious factors--the substance of People's Daily choices, actions, and attitudes--there 
were few meaningful gaps between born again Christians and non-born-agains… second in virtually 
every study we conduct, representing thousands of interviews every year, born again Christians failed 
to display much attitudinal or behavioral evidence of transformed lives.”  unChristian:  What a New 
Generation Really Thinks about Christianity 
 
 
Gandhi:  I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ. 
 
Mark Twain:  If Christ were here, there is one thing he would not be--a Christian. 
 
 
Even the history of the Church isn’t so Christian. 
 
 Wars fought in the name of Christ. 
 The Spanish Inquisition. 
 Burning of Heretics. 
 Forced conversion of ‘savages.’ 
 
So the response is:  How can I trust Christians?  Why would I want to become a Christian? They are 
no different from anyone else, and sometimes they seem worse. 

https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/retired-mlb-star-accuses-pastor-223041192.html
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/retired-mlb-star-accuses-pastor-223041192.html


3 | P a g e  
 

We are to be Christ-like. 
 
 
Matthew 5:14-16. 
 
 Notice what leads others to praise our Father in heaven. 
 
 Explain that. 
 
 
1 Timothy 3:7 
 
 What is the devil’s trap? 
 
 Why is this especially important for leaders? 
 
  Note the high expectations for those who serve in leadership. 
   
   Encouragement for us. 
 
 
1 Peter 2:12 
 
 What does Peter seem to tell us to expect from unbelievers?   
  
 
Ephesians 5:1-2. 
 
 Notice how Paul describes imitating God. 
 
 Explain the fragrant offering to God phrase. 
   
  
 

But we are not to be self-righteous. 
 
 
Romans 3:19-24 
 
 
 What does the law tell us about our righteousness? 
 
 

In verse 21, it says that a righteousness has been made known.  Why did it have to be made 
known?  And is it made known? 

 
 
 How do we receive this righteousness?   
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 Verses 23-24 – awesome summary of the whole Christian faith. 
 
  

So if our righteousness comes through faith in Christ, then there is no room 
for________________. 

 
  Romans 3:27-28 
 
  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 
Romans 12:3 
 
 More highly than we ought – explain that phrase. 
 
 Sober judgment – what does that mean? 
 
 
 
Quote from Luther – commented on by Peter Prange in a Facebook post. 
 

Most of us undoubtedly know the words he wrote to his fellow monk, Georg Spenlein, in 
1516. He famously discouraged his brother about the daily temptation all faithful Christians 
face. "Beware of aspiring to such purity," he warned, "that you will not wish to be looked upon 
as a sinner, or to be one. For Christ dwells only in sinners." 

What is often forgotten (or unrealized) about this precious letter is that Luther was 
addressing his brother’s impatient complaints about his fellow monks who were stumbling 
into error and sin. Luther counseled him against allowing pompous self-righteousness to get in 
the way of demonstrating the patience he owed to others as a child of God. As the Father has 
shown unending patience to us in Christ Jesus, so also we ought to show measured patience 
toward others and consider others better than ourselves (Php 2:3). No one could put it better 
than Luther did: 

 
"Cursed is the righteousness of the man who is unwilling to assist others on the 

ground that they are worse than he is, and who thinks of fleeing from and forsaking 
those whom he ought now to be helping with patience, prayer, and example. This 
would be burying the Lord’s talent and not paying what is due. If you are a lily and a 
rose of Christ, therefore, know that you will live among thorns. Only see to it that you 
will not become a thorn as a result of impatience, rash judgment, or secret pride. The 
rule of Christ is in the midst of his enemies, as the Psalm puts it. Why, then, do you 
imagine that you are among friends? Pray, therefore, for whatever you lack, kneeling 
before the face of the Lord Jesus. He will teach you all things. Only keep your eyes fixed 
on what he has done for you and for all men in order that you may learn what you 
should do for others. If he had desired to live only among good people and to die only 
for his friends, for whom, I ask you, would he have died or with whom would he ever 
have lived?" (AE 48:13-14) 
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Jesus agrees with those who condemn Christians for hypocrisy. 
 
Matthew 23   

 
• Note that this is primarily about the leaders, but it isn’t limited to leaders 

 
Can’t help but be reminded of James 3:1. 
 

• Note Jesus’ stern side.  His wrath is mingled with grief and maybe even frustration. 
 

• Note Jesus is not describing us, but we all have a little Pharisee inside of us.  Some 
have called it the spirit of Phariseeism.  These words were recorded for us.   

 
• Luther implored us to consider ourselves sinner and saint at the same time.  Explain 

how we are both.  Which one combats Phariseeism? 
 
 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they 
do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them 
on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 
 
v. 2 At least the Pharisees taught God’s Word – Moses’ seat unlike the Sadducees.  
 
 
v. 3 Why did Jesus condemn them? 
 

In spite of their hypocrisy, what does Jesus tell the disciples to do?  (lessons for us?)  
 

What is the positive act/attitude Jesus encourages? 
 
 
v. 4. For what other reason did Jesus condemn them? 
 

Acts 15:10.  What is the yoke? 
 

The positive act/attitude encouraged? 
 
 
 
5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 

phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place 
of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they 
love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by 
others. 
 
v. 5  Phylacteries = a small leather box containing Hebrew texts on vellum, worn by Jewish men 
at morning prayer as a reminder to keep the law. Traditional passages were:  Exodus 13:1-10, 
13:11-16; Deut. 6:4-6; 11:13-21.  Look up Deut. 6:8 



6 | P a g e  
 

v. 5-7 Why do they do ‘righteous’ things? 
 

Compare with Luke 14:7-11 & Matthew 6:3-4. 
 
 The positive act/attitude encouraged? 
 
 
 
 
8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do 

not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be 
called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted. 

 
v. 8-10  So we can’t have fancy titles?  What’s the point? 
 

How could the refusal of a fancy title lead to hypocrisy? 
 
 
v. 11-12  What is the attitude of Christian leadership?  …of all Christians? 
 

St. Augustine said:  By exalting yourself you cannot reach up to God, but when you humble 
yourself, God reaches down to you. 
 
 
 

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those 
enter who are trying to.  

 
What is woe? 

 
How do you shut the door of the kingdom of heaven?   

 
Ultimate example of this? 

 
The Pharisees taught that someone uneducated in the law could not be pious.  They also 
refused to teach those who were beneath them.   

 
Positive act/attitude encouraged? 

 
 

15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land 
and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a 
child of hell as you are. 

 
The Pharisees thought that they were doing God’s will.  Look up Acts 22:3  (Lesson 
for us) 
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The Pharisees were skeptical of converts…they had strict rules to test the sincerity 
and looked on them with contempt.  Where might we see that attitude among 
Christians? 
 
 
Doubly zealous for ritual and rules – fostered pride and false security but brought 
no salvation.   
 
 Note:  Zealous does not equal salvation.   
 
 
What is the positive act/attitude encouraged here? 
 
 
 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means 

nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ 17 You blind 
fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If 
anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is 
bound by that oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the 
gift sacred? 20 Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on 
it. 21 And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And 
anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it. 

 
What is the irony in calling the Pharisees (or hypocrites) blind? 
 
Look up Matthew 5:33-37.  Lesson here about oaths/promises.   
 
Did it really matter what you swore by…the altar or the offering on the altar?   
 
So what is Jesus’ point here?   
 
How is this hypocrisy?   
 
What are the lessons for us? 
 
 
Positive act/attitude encouraged? 
 
 
 
23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the 
law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting 
the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

 
 
Tithing was very important to a Pharisee.  Everything was tithed…down to the 
spices.  The legend is that a certain Rabbi had trained his donkey not to eat of corn if 
the tithe had not been taken first.  Tithing superseded mercy and faithfulness and 
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justice.  The minutiae of the law was of more import than the weightier things of the 
law.  What is our lesson?   
 
 
 
Look up Leviticus 11:4 and 41-43.  Faithful Pharisees would strain out their water to 
avoid drinking a gnat.  The largest unclean animal was a camel.   
 
 
 What is Jesus’ point?  What is the lesson for us? 
 
 
Notice that Jesus doesn’t say that they shouldn’t stop tithing which is the first table 
of the law, only that they should be just as vigilant about the second table of the law.   
 

What is the connection between keeping the 1st table and keeping the 2nd 
table? 

 
 
 Why is keeping the first table easier…more appealing for us? 
 
 
 What does this have to do with hypocrisy? 
 
 

25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the 
cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean 
the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
 
  
 Hezekiah 3:2  “Cleanliness is next to godliness.”   

 
 
Why does Jesus call them blind? 
 
 
 
This is not the first time that the Pharisees challenged ed Jesus about cleanliness.  
Look up Matthew 15:1-20.   
 
 

Verses 1-7.   Explain how the Pharisees were replacing God’s commands 
with human tradition. 
 
 
What is the warning for us? 
 
    

  Verses 7-9.  Lord, may that never be us. 
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  Verses 11-20 

 
Explain Jesus’ point. 
 
Some might say, “I may have done wrong, but heart is good, and God knows 
my heart.”  Thoughts? 

 

  
Their real issue is that they did not understand ‘Original Sin’ (inherited sin, 
Old Adam, sinful nature).  Explain. 
 

 
 

27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones 
of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as 
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

 
Numbers 19:16 says that anyone who touched a grave would become ceremonially 
unclean.  So just before Passover, they developed a custom of painting the tombs 
white so that you could see where they were.  You didn’t want to accidentally touch 
one (especially difficult at night) and become unclean and unable to eat the 
Passover.  Jesus said these words just before Passover – all those freshly painted 
white tombs. 
 
 
What is Jesus’ point here?  
 
 
 
29 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for 

the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you say, ‘If we had lived in the 
days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.’ 31 So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who 
murdered the prophets. 32 Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started! 

 
Look up 1 Samuel 16:7.  Samuel was choosing the next king, but God’s words teach 
us much more than only about choosing a king.  What is our lesson? 
 
 
They decorated the graves of the prophets, but do not heed their words.  Warning? 
 
 
In verse 30, who are they saying that they are better than?  Is that true?  How might 
we fall into that trap? 
 
 
Verse 31 reminds us that the same sinful nature in them is in us.  Cain & Abel were 
born in the image of Adam…not in the image of God.   
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What does Jesus seem to saying in verse 32?   
 
 
 
33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 

34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and 
crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35 And so upon 
you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will come on this generation. 

 
 
“…snakes…brood of vipers…”  What OT account comes to mind? 
 
 
Answer Jesus’ question in verse 33.  Can hypocrites be saved?  How? 
 

So when someone accuses the church of being full of hypocrites, the 
reality is that they only way that they will change is…      

 
 
 
When was verse 34 fulfilled?   In a way it is still being fulfilled today. 
 
 
Basically Jesus is saying, “Every drop of righteous blood that has been shed upon the 
earth, from the first murder in the first book of the Old Testament (Abel in Genesis) 
to last murder in the last book of the Old Testament (Zechariah – 2 Chronicles 24) 
will surely come upon this generation.”   
 
 Look up Matthew 27:25.  Explain the irony in all of this. 
 
 
 But 2 Chronicles isn’t the last book of the Old Testament!! 
 
 
 
 When was God’s wrath poured out on that generation?   
 
  Look up Isaiah 53:4 & 10. 
 
 
 
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how 

often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you 
will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
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Notice that Jesus wants us as bride…He wants our love and affection…He does all He 
can to win our affection…but He will not force it.  And when we won’t love Him, He 
is heart-broken.  

 
Think about that power…the power to resist the Almighty God.  In some ways, that 
is the height to love…you cannot force someone to love you…if it is forced, is it love 
anymore.  Look up Acts 7:51 & Hebrews 4:15 & John 5:39-40. 
 
 How does this help us deal with accusations of hypocrisy? 

 
 
   Verse 38  What’s the house?   
 

The next verse of Matthew (24:1) says, “Jesus left the 
temple…”   

 
Jesus quotes psalm 118.  What special day was this verse 
quoted?  When will it ultimately be fulfilled?   

 
     What then does Jesus mean by ending with that verse? 
 
 
  
 Why is Jesus so hard on hypocrites…especially in leadership? 
 
 
 
 Matthew 7:15-20. 
 

As Lutherans we know that our works don’t save us.  But works are still important.  
What is Jesus’ point in these verses?  What is the lesson for us?  

 
 
 
 Matthew 7:21-23. 
 
  Verse 21 – What is the will of the Father who is in heaven?   
 

Look up John 6:28-29. 
   
  What were they pointing to for their salvation?  What is the lesson for us? 
 
 
 
 
The Problem isn’t with Jesus 
 

• Their problem might be with Christ’s people and their sin, or their unwillingness to admit 
sin. 

 



12 | P a g e  
 

• Their problem might even be with Christianity – Christian history is peppered with not so 
Christian sections. 
 

• But their problem is not with Jesus. 
 
 

A Key Distinction when reaching out someone who has this struggle 
 
  Why? 
 
 
  We are to be imitators, we are to be Christ-like – that is our goal, but… 
 
   Finish the sentence. 
 
 
 A sample conversations from Mittelberg’s book: 
 

Friend:   I could never become a Christian because of all of the hypocritical Christians 
who say one thing and do another. 

 
You:   That’s interesting because you’re already taking steps toward following 

Jesus. 
 

Friend: What do you mean?  I’m mad at all the people who claim to be religious but 
who fail to live up to what they say. 

 
You: That’s my point!  Jesus gets really worked up about the same thing – so the 

two of you see eye-to-eye on this one.  I wonder, How else might you agree 
with Him? 

 
 Friend:  I’ve never though about it like that before.  Did Jesus really talk about that? 
 

You: Right here in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 23.  Let’s take a look at it and 
perhaps read some of the other things he said.  It wouldn’t surprise me if you 
resonate with a lot of what Jesus talked about. 

 
 
 
 When I think about this, I can feel my dander rising.   Why?  What is that? 
 
 
 

There is a balance.  While we all get frustrated with our own hypocrisy and with the 
hypocrisy of other Christians, we can go too far in agreeing with our friend’s accusations 
against Christians.  Give some examples. 
 
 
 What commandments does bad mouthing Christians break? 
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Jesus was Perfect 
 
 Therefore He won’t disappoint us…Christians might, but not Jesus.   
 
 Look up Hebrews 4:14-15. 
 

In the context of this section, this passage describes why you are a Christian.  
Explain. 
 
How might you use this passage then in helping a friend who is stumbling over 
hypocrisy? 

 
 
 

Look up Hebrews 12:2. 
 
 Notice how Jesus is described.  What is the significance of each? 
 
 
 Christians don’t look at _______________________________, but at _________________________. 
 
 In witnessing to a friend then, we encourage them to look at _________________________. 
 
 
  

 From Mittelberg’s book: 
 

The late Ruth bell Graham, Billy Graham's wife, spoke about Pashi, a young 
college student from India. Pashi once told her, “We of India would like to believe in 
Christ. But we have never seen a Christian who is like Christ.”  Ruth Graham said 
that when she consulted Dr. Akbar Abdul-Haqq about what might be the best 
response to Pashi’s challenge, he answered decisively, “This is quite simple. I would 
tell Pashi, I'm not offering you Christians. I am offering you Christ.”  p. 230. 

 
 
 So offer them Christ, not Christians, not Christianity 
 
  What might that look like?   
 
  What are some pitfalls that you might fall into? 
 
   
 
Truthfully many are only pretending to be Christians. 
 
 
 Look up Titus 1:16 
 
  What phrases describe hypocrisy? 
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  “…unfit for doing anything good.”   
 

What guidance/warning does this give to us in the church today about 
putting people in positions of responsibility? 
 
How does the topic of this class play into those appoints?   

 
 
 Look up 2 Timothy 3:5. 
 
  Paul is talking about the decaying society in the last days. 
 
  What does the first phrase mean? 
 
   Our society is full of this.  Can you think of some examples? 
 
 
  Have nothing to do with them… 
 
   But what if they are a member of your church? 
 
 
 

How does admitting that some in the church are just pretending help with our stumbling 
friend? 
 
 Not everyone who claims the title ‘Christian’ is really a Christian. 
 

Not everyone who bears the title ‘Doctor’ is really a doctor.  You wouldn’t hold 
medical professional doctors responsible for the words and encouragement of a 
witch doctor or Dr. Dre.   

 
   Give some other examples you can use.   
 
 
 But it is hard to tell. 
 
  Look up Matthew 7:15.   
 
   How are they described?   
 
   
  Look up Matthew 24:24-25. 
 
   They will so good that… 
 
 
  What are we to do about hidden hypocrites in the church?   
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   Put Romans 10:10 and 1 Samuel 16:7 together to answer the question. 
 
 
 Spiritual posers 
 
  From Mittelberg’s book, p. 232. 
 

In addition to false religious leaders, there are many other spiritual posers, 
including political and military leaders both now and throughout history, who have 
committed all kinds of inhuman acts and injustices in Jesus’ name. We need to be 
discerning to see, and to help our friends see, that their crimes are their own and not 
the fault of the One who told them to love, to forgive, to show mercy, and to help the 
helpless—regardless of what these impostors may have claimed.   

 
 
  What are some hypocritical reasons to join a church or claim Christianity? 
 

Comment.  We should ensure that people only come to church for the right 
reasons…otherwise we will be encouraging them to sin. 

 
 

All of Us Have a Little Hypocrite Inside of Us 
 
 
 This is honestly a struggle for all of us.  
 
 Look up Romans 3:23.   
 
  Who has sinned? 
 
  How does our little hypocrite want to deal with our sin? 
 
 
 Look up Colossians 3:12. 
 
  Who has always been those things to everyone on every day? 
 
  How does our little hypocrite want to deal with this? 
 
 
 Look up Philippians 1:4-6. 
 
  Notice how Paul describes the work that is taking place in the Philippians heart. 
 

The transformation to being Christ-like is a work in progress, incomplete on this 
side of heaven, a process. 

   
   Techincal term --- Sanctification – set apart for God, set apart as holy.   
    

Luther’s phrase was ‘simul justus et peccatur’ 
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   How might this idea be helpful to my stumbling friend? 
 
 

This might also be difficult to accept.  What earthly, regular examples can 
you come up with to help your stumbling friend understand this concept? 

 
 

Key point here:  We must never deny or allow anyone to think or give the impression that 
we don’t have this struggle with sin anymore.  Remember Romans 7. 

 
 
 

Jesus Forgives Hypocrisy Too. 
 

While Jesus does condemn hypocrisy, His primary goal was not to judge and condemn but 
to save. 

 
 
 Look up John 3:16-18. 
 
  Verse 16 we all know well. 
 
  What does verse 17-18 tell us?   
 
   In the context of this bible class, what sin is included here? 
 
 
 Just a note:  After reading Matthew 23, take them to John 3 or this verse.   
 
 Look up Luke 19:1-10. 
 
  What was Zacchaeus profession?  How were they viewed in Jesus’ day? 
 
  Verse 9 tells us that Zacchaeus was saved.  Even the worst of sinners.  
 
   In our stumbling friend’s mind, what is likely one of the worst sins of all? 
 
  Verse 10 tells us Jesus’ mission.   
 
   What isn’t His mission? 
   
   Seek and save even hypocrites. 
 
 
Making It Personal. 
 
From Mittelberg’s book, p. 235: 
 

So how should we respond to all of this? First, we need to start being honest with—
and about—ourselves, speaking vulnerably about our own experience. As genuine followers 
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of Jesus, we ought to be able to illustrate the difference that knowing him has made in our 
lives without glossing over the ups and downs we face in trying to follow him. 

 
 

Be real, authentic, honest…be vulnerable. 
 
 Why is this scary…difficult? 
 
 

Not necessarily going into details…that just becomes more stumbling blocks and 
tends toward sensationalism, but not hiding them either. 

 
  When might details be helpful? 
 
 

What would that sound like (p. 238): 
 
 Yes, a lot of Christians do struggle with hypocrisy. And you know what? 
Sometimes so do I! Sometimes I fall into the temptation to act like I'm better than I 
am—to project an image that I've got it all together, when I don't. Thankfully, I've 
been learning sometimes the hard way, to be more honest with myself and with 
others and to admit that living the Christian life is not easy. Sometimes I do that a lot 
better than at other times.  But I'll tell you what:  it's liberating to admit I'm a Sinner 
saved by God's amazing grace, and with his help I'm trying to live the kind of life he 
calls Christians to live. I'm glad he still forgives me when I fail in those efforts. 

 
 
This not only honest, but also attractive.  Why? 
 

 
 
Tips For Witnessing.   
 
 

• Be honest.  Christians fall.  I have fallen.   
 

• Listen & empathize.  Agree where possible.  Apologize for other Christians.  
 

• Be transparent.  At the core of hypocrisy are hidden motives, inauthentic actions, and 
controlled appearances.   

 
• Be vulnerable and approachable.  I struggle daily. 

 
• Redirect.  Look at Christ.  Christianity is built on Christ, not Christians.   

 
• Jesus agrees that hypocrisy is bad.  Use this as a way to read more about what Jesus said. 
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PART II.  JUDGEMENTALISM. 
 
 

Why are Christians so judgmental toward everyone who doesn’t agree with them? 
 
Why do they have to be right about everything? 
 
Why can’t they just let certain things alone? 

 
 
Judgmentalism of Christians is a huge problem for many seekers but also for many inside of the 
faith.  But what exactly are they condemning?  And how do we respond to it? 
 
 
Definition of Judgementalism 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  A haughty and arrogant attitude see paragraph on 239 
 
Agreed.  Pro. 6:16-17; Pro. 16:18, Other passages 
 
Mark 7:21-23 
 
So if that is what they are condemning –Jesus agrees with them 

 
   And so should we. 
   
  Evangelism idea – one beggar telling another beggar wear to find bread. 
 
 

2. We should never say that we’re right and somebody else is wrong.  
 
 

Denial of absolute truth.  Many are comfortable with various forms of truth.  
Truthiness is a word.   

 
   Research how to defend absolute truth.   
 

 
Note that the person saying this is doing exactly what they are condemning in you.  
But that might not be the best thing to say so be careful with that observation.   
 
 So if their issue is our confidence in truth, then help them understand  

that everyone sees themselves as absolutely right.  
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Matthew 7:1 following. 
 
 Wrestle with this verse 
 
 
John 7:24 – so there is a right judging that takes place.   
 
To judge (put in the Greek word) – means to exercise discernment, sometimes to 
condemn, sometimes both ideas are present 
 
 Give examples in the NT of various uses 
 
 Define Christian discernment.  
  
  Passages – given by the Spirit. 
 
 Christian Discernment is at the heart of Christian living.  

 
The challenge is to be fully convinced of the truth, but to present it in humility.  Like 
Jesus – John 14:6 yet he was known as humble and gentle.   

  
   Passage – do this with gentleness and respect. 
 
 
Tips for talking about judgmentalism. 
 
 Clarify what they are condemning…what the obstacle is.  Is it arrogance?  Or is it  

absolute truth? 
 
 If arrogance, then we agree.  That is out of place. 
 

If confidence in our beliefs, then maybe point out all are confident in what they believe until 
they are shown to be wrong.   

 
The question then is How can we know what is true in the spiritual realm.  Of course 
that comes from God – the bible. 

 


