
22 August 2021 
Litrugy:  P. 26 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
 
THEME:  Resource Management Best Practices…Faithfulness 
 
You can earn a Doctorate in resource management from almost every major business school.  
Businesses want to make sure that they are using their time and resources wisely.  Most of the 
principles of business resource management are common sense.  Many of them sound like they were 
taken from the parable of the Shrewd Manager.   
 
Jesus talked resource management long before universities offered courses.  His principles of resource 
management don’t have quite the same motives or have quite the same purpose, but they are so very 
useful to making wise choices in our every day lives…especially when it comes to the “resources” -- 
maybe better, blessings -- that God has entrusted to us. 
 
For the next three weeks, we will study the Parable of the Shrewd Manager, a strange little parable 
Jesus tells to guide God’s people. 
       
 
 

 HYMN    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (#234 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear, now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen, All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
What need or grief, Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
  
Congregation:  And also with you.  
 



 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  Kyrie 
 
P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 
our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

   C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
P: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender 
care: 
 

C:  Amen.   



 
 
P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
 
 

    Praise to the Lord!  Oh, let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen, Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
C:  Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence 
and offer true and faithful service.  Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing 
to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
PSALM 36 
 
P:  I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: 
C:  There is no fear of God before their eyes. 
P:  In their own eyes they flatter themselves 
C:  Too much to detect or hate their sin. 
P:  The words of their mouths are wicked and deceitful; 
C:  They fail to act wisely or do good. 
P:  Even on their beds they plot evil; 
C:  They commit themselves to a sinful course 
P:  And do not reject what is wrong. 
C:  Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, 
P:  Your faithfulness to the skies. 
C:  Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, 
P:  Your justice like the great deep. 
C:  You, Lord, preserve both people and animals. 
P:  How priceless is Your unfailing love, O God! 
C:  People take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
P:  They feast on the abundance of Your house; 
C:  You give them drink from Your river of delights. 
P:  For with You is the fountain of life; 
C:  In Your light we see light. 
P:  Continue Your love to those who know You, 
C:  Your righteousness to the upright in heart. 
P:  May the foot of the proud not come against me, 
C:  Nor the hand of the wicked drive me away. 



P:  See how the evildoers lie fallen— 
C:  Thrown down, not able to rise! 
 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
LUKE 16:1-9 
   

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of 
your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m 
not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job 
here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’ 

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied. 
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and 

fifty.’ 
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
“‘A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,’ he replied. 
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 
light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will 
be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 
 
 
 
LAMENTATIONS 3:22-33 
 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
    therefore I will wait for him.” 
25 The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, 
    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 
    for the salvation of the Lord. 
27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke 
    while he is young. 
28 Let him sit alone in silence, 
    for the Lord has laid it on him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25627a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25628b


29 Let him bury his face in the dust— 
    there may yet be hope. 
30 Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, 
    and let him be filled with disgrace. 
31 For no one is cast off 
    by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 
    so great is his unfailing love. 
33 For he does not willingly bring affliction 
    or grief to anyone. 
 
 
 
 

  RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are written that we may believe  
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN   Take the World, But Give Me Jesus  (#355 in the red hymnal) 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus!  All its joys are but a name. 
But His love abides forever, through eternal years the same. 
  
Chorus: Oh, the height and depth of mercy;  

Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
  Oh, the fullness of redemption,  



Pledge of endless life above. 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus, sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o’er me, I can sing, though thunders roll.  Chorus. 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus!  In His cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision, face to face my Lord I see.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
 
SERMON    (a message from Luke 16:10-12) 
 
Resource Management Best Practices…faithfulness. 
 
 
 

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  11 So if you have not been trustworthy 
in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN   Count Your Blessings 
 
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 
Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 
 
         Chorus: Count your blessings, Name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, See what God has done; 
Count your blessings, Name them one by one, 
Count your many blessings, See what God has done. 
 
Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly, 
And you will be singing as the days go by.  Chorus: 
 
So, amid the conflict whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 
Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.  Chorus: 
 
 



 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 
 
P:  O Lord, our God, You are wise and powerful, good and gracious.  Your mercies are new every 
morning.  Each day You open Your hand and provide for the needs of Your children on earth.   
 
C:  We praise You for every grace and blessing. 
   
P:  Strengthen Your Church in all the world.  Let Your comforting message of salvation in Christ 
Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 
 
C:  Use our ministries and offerings to extend Your healing and Your hope. 
 
P:  We bring You our requests for various structures of our society.  Bless our national, state, and 
local governments. 
 
C:  Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.   
 
P:  Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries.  Give employers a sense of fairness toward 
their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship.   
 
C:  Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.  
 
P:  Invigorate our schools.  Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and 
communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry.  Arouse curious 
minds to discover the wonders of your created order.   
 
C:  Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 
P:  Strengthen the families of our country.  Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be 
good parents.  Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your 
representatives.   
 
C:  Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.   
 
Special Prayer requests.  
 
P:  Hear us Lord as we bring You our private petitions.   
 
Silent Prayer 



 
P:  Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with 
the faith that you will respond for our welfare.   
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SECURITY PLAN.  A year and a half ago or so, we created a security plan to help us prepare for an 
emergency that might happen during worship or other ministry times.  We will have a training session this 
morning during the Bible Class hour.  We will implement the plan starting in September.  Copies of the plan 
are available on the brochure rack.   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS.  We have a set of teachers ready to teach your children.  They will be 

installed next Sunday.  Send your children to learn the truths of God’s Word.  Craft, song, and lessons.  Speak 
with Dawn P. or Pastor S. for more information.   
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY.  Small Group #3.  Our congregational assistant, Paul Buelow, is resurrecting the Men’s 
Bible Study group.  They meet once a month on Thursdays.  If you are interested, speak with Pastor S. or Paul 
B.   
 

Save the Date. 
• Food Distribution.  28 August. 

 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


• Sunday School Restart.  5 September. 

• Small Group #4.  Married Couples.  12 September. 

• Coat Drive.  9 & 10 Oct. 

• Thanksgiving Basket Collection Begins.  31 Oct. 

• Angel Tree Collection Begins.  21 Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN   10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)   
 
 
CHORUS:   Bless the Lord, O my soul O my soul 
  Worship His holy name 
  Sing like never before O my soul 
  I worship Your holy name 
 
 
The sun comes up; it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes.   CHORUS 
 
   
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all of Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
10,000 reasons for my heart to find.   CHORUS  
 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
10,000 years and then forever more… CHORUS – 2 times 


