
18 July 2021 
Liturgy:  First Song of Isaiah 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
 
THEME:   Lord, I’m Struggling…with my blessings. 
 
Life on sinful earth can be a struggle…challenging, painful, confusing.  We are not alone in that.  The 
believers in the Bible had the same struggles we have.  Their struggles and God’s responses were 
recorded so that you and I might learn from them.  That’s our summer sermon series.  Believers in the 
bible who struggled with life here on earth…how did they handle it?  What did God do?  What did God 
say? 
 
God blesses us…blesses us in more ways than we can count.  We love blessings, but they cause 
problems.  They can cause huge spiritual struggles.  The rich young ruler was struggling with his 
blessings as well.  He had plenty of blessings…power, influence, wealth, youth.  But he was struggling.  
Jesus’s words to him are instructive for you and me; He teaches us about dealing with our blessings.     
 
 
 
 

 HYMN     Lord, I Need You 
 
Lord I come, I confess,  
Bowing here, I find my rest.   
Without You, I fall apart. 
You’re the One that guides my heart. 
 
Chorus:   Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You. 

Ev’ry hour I need You.  
You’re my one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You.    

 
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where is grace is found is where You are. 
Where You are, Lord I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  Chorus. 
 
So teach my song to rise to You. 
When temptation come my way. 
When I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You; 
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and love we 
acknowledge Your glory and worship You – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 
 
Congregation: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   
 
 
 

 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!   
 God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made us unfit 
to stand before You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and 
actions. So often we do the evil You forbid and fail to do the good You command. You know our 
hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and deserve only to be condemned.  But at Your gracious 
Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, a sinner!"      
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin.  For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only 
have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out 
all my iniquity. 
 
 
P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His one and 
only Son, Jesus the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the sure hope of 
everlasting life. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your light 
shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
 
 

 Just as I am, without one plea     But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood  
 
 



Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,   Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe,     O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
 
Just as I am; Thy love unknown    Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7:15-23 
 
  

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, 
or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
 
 
 
PSALM 51:10-17 
 
 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 
    you who are God my Savior, 
    and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
15 Open my lips, Lord, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 



    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart 
    you, God, will not despise. 
 
 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less  (#382 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
My hope is built on nothing less  
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  
I dare to make no other claim  
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.   
 
Chorus:   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  

All other ground is sinking sand.   
 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face,  
I rest on His unchanging grace;  



In every high and stormy gale,  
My anchor holds within the veil.  Chorus. 
 
 
His oath, His covenant and blood  
Support me in the raging flood;  
When every earthly prop gives way,  
He then is all my hope and stay.  Chorus. 
 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound,  
Oh, may I then in Him be found,  
Clothed in His righteousness alone,  
Faultless to stand before His throne.  Chorus.   
 
 
 
SERMON  Lord, I’m Struggling…with my blessings. 
  
 (a sermon based on Matthew 19:16-26) 
 
 
 
 

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 

17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If 
you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 

18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 

shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 

20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved?” 

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 
 
 

 HYMN  The First Song of Isaiah  (blue hymnal p. 71) 
 
  
Chorus: Surely it is God who saves me.    



I will trust in Him and not be afraid, 
    For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense  

And He will be my Savior. 
 
 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
From the springs of salvation, 
And on that day you shall say give thanks to the Lord 
And call upon His name.  Chorus. 
 
 
Make His deeds known among the nations.   
See that they remember that His name is exalted.   
Sing the praises of the Lord for He has done great things  
And this is known in all the world.  Chorus. 
 
 
Cry aloud inhabitants of Zion!  Ring out your joy!   
For the great One in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
 
 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
 
 

 I must tell Jesus all of my trials. I cannot bear these burdens alone. 
In my distress He kindly will help me. He ever loves and cares for His own.  
 
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


 

 I must tell Jesus all of my troubles. He is a kind, compassionate friend. 
If I but ask Him, He will deliver; Make of my troubles quickly an end.  
 
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you.  
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P:   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  
  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of His Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
 
 

 Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave thanks and gave it to His 
disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given into death for your sins.” 
 
In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you.  
This is My blood of the new covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 

  Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
 
 



 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 

  HYMN  Rock of Ages  (#389 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure:  Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy law’s demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone. Thou must save and Thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, helpless look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly – Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee! 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
POPCORN INVITATIONS.  The Evangelism Team will be handing out popcorn invites to the new 
neighborhoods in our community.  Tuesday at 10 am.  We hope to hand out 250 invitations.  All are welcome.  
We would love your help.  Pizza to follow.   
 
Capital Campaign for Rocky Mountain Lutheran.   This past spring, a planning study was completed for 
RML. The overwhelming response was in favor of building a gymnasium that would also serve as a 
multipurpose facility for school sports, Fine Arts performances, school assemblies, and Federation 
congregation activities.  As a result, the Federation delegates voted in favor of moving forward with a capital 
campaign.  We are currently in the preparation phase of the campaign. We ask for your prayers and support 
during this exciting time at Rocky.  More details to come! 



 
 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION.  Sharing Hope’s monthly food distribution is coming up.  We have partnered with 
several other institutions in the Denver area to help those in need.  Each month we are helping more and 
more in our community.  You can help by placing food and toiletry donations in the food box, or by helping to 
hand out food on 31st July starting at 9 am.   

 
 
Opportunities to Give. 

• Sharing Hope – Helping those in need. Food Distribution.   
• Building Fund – Saving up for our building – online giving on our webpage. 
• MLC Matching Tuition Grant for MLC Students – speak with Pastor S.  
• Thrivent Choice Dollars – designate Living Hope.   
• King Sooper’s Reward program – talk with Pastor S for more info.  (Last month’s total:  $293) 
• AmazonSmile –  https://tinyurl.com/LHLAmazon 

 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG   Nailed to the Cross 
 
When I stand accused by my regrets  
And the devil roars his empty threats 
I will preach the gospel to myself  
That I am not a man condemned,  
For Jesus Christ is my defense. 
 
Chorus  My sin is nailed to the cross.   

My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 

 
When my doubt and shame hang over me 
Like the arrows of the enemy 
I will run again to Calvary 
That rugged hill of hell’s defeat 
My fortress and victory. 
 
Chorus  My sin is nailed to the cross.   

My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 

 
Bridge  It is finished, sin is vanquished.   

Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
All the glory, all the honor  
To my Savior, Christ the Lord.  Repeat 

 
When I stand before the throne at last, 
His blood will plead my innocence.   

https://tinyurl.com/LHLAmazon


I will worship Him with holy hands  
And raise the song that never ends. 
Of Jesus Christ my righteousness 


