
Sunday 9 May 2021 
Liturgy:  Your Grace and Mercy 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
THEME:  Mother’s Day. 
 
Mother’s Day is complicated.  Great love and appreciation coupled with loss and maybe even regrets or 
hurts.  Add to that the complicated emotions in our mothers – joy, humility, blessedness, but also loss 
and guilt.  So celebrating and talking about Mother’s Day is a challenge. 
 
Peter writes to Christians encouraging them in their Christian life.  Living for Christ was difficult in 
early days of Christianity.  The church was new, Christian teaching was so different from other 
teachings of the day, and then there was persecution.  Peter gives pointed advice on living for Christ, 
but he couldn’t cover every situation and every circumstance.  He wrote one verse, though, that guides 
and directs in every odd and difficult and complicated circumstance.  One verse that is perfect for all 
the complexities of Mother’s Day. 
 
 
 
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after You. 
You alone are heart’s desire, and I long to worship You. 
 
Chorus:  You alone are my strength, my shield.   
To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire,  
And I long to worship You.   
 
 
I love you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver, and the apple of my eye.  Chorus.   
 
 
You’re my friend and You’re my brother, even though You are a King. 
I love You more than any other, so much more than anything.  Chorus.   
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  We gather here today before our Lord and Creator.  He created us to serve Him and to love one 
another.  But we have separated ourselves from Him with our sins.  So let us now confess our sins 
to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
 



C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses for my sins.  I have sinned 
against You by the things I have done and the things I have not done.  I come before You this 
morning in need of Your forgiveness. 
 
 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 
Chorus:  I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 
   Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee. 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their pow’r, When Thou art nigh.    Chorus: 
 
 
P:  Jesus died to take away all of your sins.  You are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and come before Him this morning forgiven of all your sins.  You are His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  May God’s grace strengthen you to live each day as His forgiven 
and dearly loved child.   
 
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
Your grace and mercy brought me through.  
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too.  
Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  
Pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
Sanctuary for You.  (repeat last song only) 
 
 
 
P:  God is good…  
C:  All the time.  
P:  All the time…  
C:  God is good. 
P:  How great the love the Father has lavished on us…   
C:  That we should be called children of God.  
P:  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine 
C:  To the only wise God be glory in the church throughout all generations.   
P:  Let God’s people say:    
C:  Amen.   
 



 
PSALM 98  
 
P:  Sing to the LORD a new song,  
C:  For He has done marvelous things;  
P:  His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.  
C:  The LORD has made His salvation known  
P:  And revealed His righteousness to the nations. 
C:  He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;  
P:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
C:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,  
P:  Burst into jubilant song with music;  
C:  Make music to the LORD with the harp,  
P:  With the harp and the sound of singing,  
C:  With trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn 
P:  Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.  
C:  Let the sea resound, and everything in it,  
P:  The world, and all who live in it.  
C:  Let the rivers clap their hands,  
P:  Let the mountains sing together for joy;  
C:  Let them sing before the LORD,  
P:  For He comes to judge the earth.  
C:  He will judge the world in righteousness  
P:  And the peoples with equity. 
 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
1 JOHN 4:1-11 
 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from 
the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows 
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 
 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 



we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN 15:9-17 
 
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will 
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: 
Love each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Battle Belongs 
 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 



Your love surrounds me 
I know there's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
Chorus: So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
And if , O God You are for me 
Who can be against me 
I know that Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross, God  
You see the empty tomb  Chorus 
 
Bridge:  Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadow 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God  (Repeat bridge) 
  
Chorus 
 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
 
 
SERMON    
 
 
Mother’s Day…it’s complicated. 
 
a message based on 1 Peter 4:8 
 
 
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
   
 
 
Take My Life and Let It Be  
 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 



 
Take my voice and let me sing always only for my King.  
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee.  
 
Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart – it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee. 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. 
Thank You, Lord, for making me whole. 
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
Thy great salvation so rich and free.  (Repeat) 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 Amen. Amen. Amen. 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFIRMATION.  Next Sunday, four young ladies will publicly confess their faith in Christ, and 
commit themselves to following Christ.  We call it confirmation.  It is an exciting day…a day that all 
of us have played a part in.  Join us and celebrate the faith and commitment that the Holy Spirit has 
placed in them.    
 
SNACKS FOR AFTER WORSHIP.  Starting on May 23rd, we will resurrect the fellowship and visiting 
time after worship.  Coffee Cart and snacks.  If you are interested in helping with the snacks 
(nothing complicated, nothing fancy, just something to munch on), please talk with Deb R.  
 
RML ARBOR DAY.  This Wednesday is the high school’s annual arbor day.  They spruce up the 
property and spend the day outside.  If you are able to help out, let Pastor know. 
 
ROOTED.  Rooted is back at it!  Rooted 20s/30s gatherings are back! Meet us 5/22 at 2pm, at Carbon Valley 
Lutheran Church for some volunteer landscaping work, followed by a Bible study and grill out. Plan on 
attending? Please RSVP via the Facebook group "Rooted Colorado: WELS 20s/30s."  The church address is 
10916 Cimarron St, Firestone, CO 80504. See you there! For more info email Rooted at 
welsrooted@gmail.com.  
 
SHARING HOPE during PANDEMIC.  Thanks be to God.  We raised more than we needed…over $2800.  
Thank you to all who donated.  
  
Ways to get involved. 

• Food Donation for our next food distribution on 24 April 
• Pass out gift cards to the homeless.  Pick up a few today.  
• Pass out the information cards to those who might need help.   

 
 

Local Youth Rally.   For college and high school students, contemporary worship, bible study, & fellowship.  
Guest Hosts:  Ezra & Chloe Blumer.  Tuesday June 1st in the evening at Living Hope Lutheran Church.  More 
information to come.  

 
Save the Date  

• Confirmation Day – 16 May. 
• Pan-a-thon.  23 May. 
• RML Graduation.  29 May. 
• Local Youth Rally – 1 June.  

 
 
 
10,000 Reasons   
 
CHORUS:   Bless the Lord, O my soul O my soul 
  Worship His holy name 
  Sing like never before O my soul 
  I worship Your holy name 
 
The sun comes up; it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 



Let me be singing when the evening comes.   CHORUS 
 
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all of Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
10,000 reasons for my heart to find.   CHORUS  
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
10,000 years and then forever more… CHORUS – 2 times 
 
I worship Your holy name 
I worship Your holy name 
 
 


