
Sunday 25 April 2021  
Liturgy – Make Me a Servant 
Pianist – Kristin Sternhagen 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:   
Today is called Good Shepherd Sunday.  The Good Shepherd…it is a wonderful picture of 
Jesus…carrying the lamb on His shoulders.  It is a picture of Jesus looking after, protecting, and 
loving us.  It is such an awesome picture that we name hospitals and churches Good Shepherd.  It 
brings Christians so much comfort to know that my Good Shepherd watches over me every day, 
loves me every day, forgives me every day and takes care of me every day.   
 
So it is difficult for us to understand why people wouldn’t want that peace and comfort in their 
lives.  Why wouldn’t you want the confidence and reassurance that comes from knowing the Good 
Shepherd?  John talks about that in our text today.   
 
 
 
HYMN     In Christ Alone  (#752 in the green) 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found  
He is my light, my strength, my song  
This cornerstone, this solid ground  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm  
What heights of love, what depths of peace  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease  
My Comforter, my All in all,  
Here in the love of Christ, I stand. 
  
In Christ alone Who took on flesh,  
Fullness of God in helpless Babe  
This gift of love and righteousness  
Scorned by the ones He came to save  
Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid,  
Here in the death of Christ, I live.  
 
There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of world by darkness slain  
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
Up from the grave He rose again  
And as He stands in victory,  
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me  
For I am His and He is mine,  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.  
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me  
From life’s first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny  



No power of hell, no scheme of man  
Can ever pluck me from His hand,  
Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
C: I thank You my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
 
 
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting.  I have cut myself off from You and others by the sin in 
my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I 
have caused others. Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the power of Your Holy 
Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 
 
 SONG Change My Heart, O God  (p. 38 in the blue hymnal) 
 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 



You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 
 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine!  
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!   
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  
Born of His Spirit washed in His blood. 
 
Chorus:      This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  
       This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long.  
 
Loving Submission, all is at rest;  
I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, kept in His love.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
PSALM 23 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
     he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,  
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 



    forever. 
 
 
 
JOHN 10:11-18 
 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that 
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 
one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to 
take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
C:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake He was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Battle Belongs 
 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
There's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
Chorus: So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 



With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 

 
And if , O God You are for me 
Who can be against me 
I know that Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross God  
You see the empty tomb     Chorus 
 
Bridge:  Almighty Fortress You go before us 

Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadow 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God  (Repeat bridge) 

  
Chorus 
 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
 
 
 
SERMON     
 
Trip over Him, you trip over me. 
 
Get Him, you get me. 
 
 
(a message based on 1 JOHN 3:1-2) 
 
 
 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN   Amazing Grace – My Chains Are Gone 



 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
 
Chorus:   My chains are gone; I’ve been set free. 
  My God, My Savior, has ransomed me. 
  And like a flood, His mercy reigns. 
  Unending Love, Amazing Grace.   
 
 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, Than when we’d first begun. 
 
 
Chorus:   My chains are gone; I’ve been set free. 
  My God, My Savior, has ransomed me. 
  And like a flood, His mercy reigns. 
  Unending Love, Amazing Grace.   
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
 M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave thanks and gave it 
to His disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given into death for your sins.” 
 
 In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all 
of you.  This is My blood of the new covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask then that only 
those who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit with our pastor come for 
Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about the blessings of this Supper.  
Please speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 HYMN  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  (#375 in the red hymnal) 
 
The King of love my shepherd is, 
Whose goodness fails me never; 



I nothing lack if I am His, 
And He is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow, 
My Savior gently leads me; 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feeds me. 
 
Confused and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With You, dear Lord, beside me; 
Your rod and staff my comfort still, 
Your cross before to guide me. 
 
You spread a table in my sight, 
A banquet here bestowing; 
Your oil of welcome, my delight 
My cup is overflowing! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
Your goodness fails me never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 



MPSA (Mission Programme Support Agreement).  We were approved.  Yeah!!.  The Synod has committed 
to supporting our ministry with $74,000 this next year. 
 
 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.  A couple of things coming up that we need help with.   
 

• Roadies.  Pans of Hope is traveling to our sister congregation in Greeley.  They need manual labor to 
help set up and take down.   

• Signs.  Putting them out on Fridays and picking them up on Sundays. 
• Video Editing skills.  To make our podcast videos look more presentable.  
• Evangelism Team.  Help in lots of ways. 

 
 
RML Sneak Peek.  For 7th and 8th graders who might be interested in attending Rocky Mountain Lutheran 
High School.  May 5th.  Meet other students, visit classes, meet the teachers.  Call 303-346-1947 for more 
information and to reserve your spot.   
 
SHARING HOPE during PANDEMIC.  Thanks be to God.  We raised more than we needed…over $2800.  
Thank you to all who donated.  
  
Ways to get involved. 

• Food Donation for our next food distribution on 24 April 
• Pass out gift cards to the homeless.  Pick up a few today.  
• Pass out the information cards to those who might need help.   

 
Local Youth Rally.   For college and high school students, contemporary worship, bible study, & fellowship.  
Guest Hosts:  Ezra & Chloe Blumer.  Tuesday June 1st in the evening at Living Hope Lutheran Church.  More 
information to come.  

  
What’s Going On 

• Sharing Hope.  New initiative called Sharing Hope during Pandemic.  Help those impacted by the 
pandemic. 

• Freedom for the Captives.  A Survivors Podcast to encourage those recovering from or in the midst of 
domestic violence. 

• Youth.  Exploring the possibility of partnering with Lord of Life Lutheran Church in youth activities 
and the possibility of mini-youth rallies for the youth in our area. 

• Steel Pan.  Traveling to Greeley.  Planning a summer concert. 
• Building Team.  Looking at renderings from Lee Architects.   
• Leadership Team.  Budget Process. 
• Catechism Students.  Prepping for Confirmation Day. 

 
LEADERSHIP TEAM.  In the weeks ahead, the Leadership Team will be working on the budget process for the 
next fiscal year.  We will be contacting groups about ministry needs for the coming fiscal year. 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
• LWMS Rally at COR – 24 April. 
• RML Sneak Peek – 5 May.  
• Prayer Meeting – 6 May. 
• Arbor Day (RML) – 12 May. 
• Confirmation Day – 16 May. 
• Local Youth Rally – 1 June. 
 



 
 CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 


