
18 April 2021 
Liturgy:  Speak, O Lord 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  Easter says, “God’s not mad at you.” 
Easter says that there is not condemnation for our sins anymore.  Sins have been paid for.  Guilt is 
gone.  Through faith in Christ Jesus, you and I are completely free of punishment.  But we don’t live 
that way always.  We live as though God were still disappointed in us…maybe even mad at us.  In our 
text today, Paul says some amazing things about the Christians in Rome.  Things that God says about 
us.   
 
 

 OPENING SONGS 
 
 
Just as I am, without one plea     But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood  
 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,   Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe,     O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
 
Just as I am; Thy love unknown    Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
All my hope is in Jesus   Thank God my yesterday’s gone 
All my sins are forgiven    I’ve been washed by the blood 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We worship this morning in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 
OPENING SENTENCES (Revelation 19) 
 
P:  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.  Hallelujah! 
C:  For true and just are His judgments 
P:  Praise our God, all you His servants, 
C:  You who fear Him both small and great 
P:  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Hallelujah! 
C:  Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
C:  O God of peace, we turn aside from an unsettled world, seeking rest for our spirits, and 
light for our thoughts.  We bring our work to be sanctified, our wounds to be healed, our sins 
to be forgiven, and our hopes to be renewed.  In You there is perfect harmony and peace.  
Draw us to You, and ease the tensions of our lives.  Lead us out of the emptiness of this world, 
and fill us with Your peace.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do 
You should cast me away from Your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus sake. 
 
P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In His great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through His called servant: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 

  I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives!   
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living Head!  
 
He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save.   
He lives all glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high.   
 



 
C: Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace: 
  Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  Where there is injury, pardon; 
  Where there is doubt, faith; 
  Where there is despair, hope; 
  Where there is darkness, light; 
  And where there is sadness, joy. 
 Heavenly Father, grant that I may not so much seek 
  To be consoled, as to console; 
  To be understood, as to understand; 
  To be loved, as to love; 
  For it is in giving that we receive, 
  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
  And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   
 In Your Son’s name, we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 

   SONG  Speak, O Lord  (#735 in the green) 
 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us   all Your purposes for Your glory.  
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built   
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 
 
 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 



life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there 
is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not 
in us. 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
 
LUKE 24:36-49 
 
 
 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 
 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! 
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not 
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
 
 

   APOSTLES’ CREED  (Sung to the tune of #486 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
I believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’n and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, our Saviour, God’s own Son of human birth, 
Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did conceive. 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate. He’s the God whom I believe. 
 
Crucified, was dead and buried; Down to hell in victory; 



From the dead He rose the third day; Up to heav’n triumphantly. 
There at God’s right hand He’s ruling. By His will the world is led. 
He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in God the Spirit, In His Church, His chosen band. 
They are joined in sweet communion. Holy in His sight they stand. 
I believe in sins forgiven. I believe I’ll rise again. 
I believe in life eternal.  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
 
 
 
 
SERMON  Don’t bring me down…Don’t throw shade…Throw light. 
 
(a message based on Romans 15:14-16) 
 
 
 
 
 
14 I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet I have written you quite boldly on 
some points to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to be a minister of 
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that 
the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 

 HYMN  Battle Belongs 
 
 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
There's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
Chorus: So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 

With my hands lifted high 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 

 
And if , O God You are for me 
Who can be against me 



I know that Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross 
God You see the empty tomb  Chorus 
 
Bridge:  Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadow 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God  (Repeat bridge) 
  
Chorus 
 
Oh God the battle belongs to You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
 
 
Thanks, Thanks, I give You thanks 
For all You’ve done. 
I am so blessed; my soul is at rest. 
O Lord, I give You thanks.  (Repeat) 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
P:   Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  In the past He spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days He has 
spoken to us by His Son, Who is the radiance of His glory.   
 
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of His Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
 
 
 

C:   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.   
The whole earth is full of Your glory.   
You are my God, and I will exalt You.   
I will give You thanks, for You have become my salvation.   
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.   
The whole earth is full of Your glory.   
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave thanks and gave it to His 
disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given into death for your sins.” 
 
In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you.  
This is My blood of the new covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this 
whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and 
with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask then that only those 
who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit with our pastor come for 
Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about the blessings of this Supper.  Please 
speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 



 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 

 HYMN   The King of Love, My Shepherd Is  (#375 in the red hymnal) 
 
The King of love my shepherd is, 
Whose goodness fails me never; 
I nothing lack if I am His, 
And He is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow, 
My Savior gently leads me; 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feeds me. 
 
Confused and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With You, dear Lord, beside me; 
Your rod and staff my comfort still, 
Your cross before to guide me. 
 
You spread a table in my sight, 
A banquet here bestowing; 
Your oil of welcome, my delight 
My cup is overflowing! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
Your goodness fails me never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever! 
 
 
 
 
P:  Lord, now You let your servants depart in peace, according to Your word.  For our eyes have 
seen Your salvation which You have prepared in the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of Your people Israel.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
MPSA (Mission Programme Support Agreement).  We were approved.  Yeah!!.  The Synod has committed 
to supporting our ministry with $74,000 this next year. 
 
LEADERSHIP TEAM.  In the weeks ahead, the Leadership Team will be working on the budget process for the 
next fiscal year.  
 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.  A couple of things coming up that we need help with.   
 

• Roadies.  Pans of Hope is traveling to our sister congregation in Greeley.  They need manual labor to 
help set up and take down.   

• Signs.  Putting them out on Fridays and picking them up on Sundays. 
• Grass.  Skills in driving a tractor to cut our field twice during the summer. 
• Video Editing skills.  To make our podcast videos look more presentable.  
• Evangelism Team.  Help in lots of ways. 

 
 
SHARING HOPE during PANDEMIC.  Thanks be to God.  We raised more than we needed…over $2800.  
Thank you to all who donated.  
  
Ways to get involved. 

• Food Donation for our next food distribution on 24 April 
• Pass out gift cards to the homeless.  Pick up a few today.  
• Pass out the information cards to those who might need help.   

 
What’s Going On 

• Sharing Hope.  New initiative called Sharing Hope during Pandemic.  Help those impacted by the 
pandemic. 

• Freedom for the Captives.  A Survivors Podcast to encourage those recovering from or in the midst of 
domestic violence. 

• Youth.  Exploring the possibility of partnering with Lord of Life Lutheran Church in youth activities 
and the possibility of mini-youth rallies for the youth in our area. 

• Steel Pan.  Traveling to Greeley.  Planning a summer concert. 
• Building Team.  Looking at renderings from Lee Architects.   
• Leadership Team.  Budget Process. 
• Catechism Students.  Prepping for Confirmation Day. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 



• Food Distribution.  Sharing Hope.  24 April. 
• LWMS Rally at COR – 24 April. 
• Prayer Meeting – 6 May. 
• Confirmation Day – 16 May. 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG   Nailed to the Cross 
 
When I stand accused by my regrets  
And the devil roars his empty threats 
I will preach the gospel to myself  
That I am not a man condemned,  
For Jesus Christ is my defense. 
 
Chorus   My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
When my doubt and shame hang over me 
Like the arrows of the enemy 
I will run again to Calvary 
That rugged hill of hell’s defeat 
My fortress and victory. 
 
Chorus   My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
Bridge  It is finished, sin is vanquished.   
Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
All the glory, all the honor  
To my Savior, Christ the Lord.  Repeat 
 
When I stand before the throne at last, 
His blood will plead my innocence.   
I will worship Him with holy hands  
And raise the song that never ends. 
Of Jesus Christ my righteousness 
 


