
2 April 2021 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Erin Clark 
 
Good Friday:  To Remember…the wages of sin. 
I need the reminder.  Not to make me feel guilty again.  Not to shame me.  But so that I never take sin lightly.  So 
that I flee temptation.  So that I never take for granted the salvation that I have in Christ Jesus.  I will remember that 
the wages of my sin is death…Jesus’ death.     
 
 
 

 HYMN    Power of the Cross 
 
Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day   
Christ on the road to Calvary 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then     
Nailed to a cross of wood 
 
Chorus This, the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face     
Bearing the awesome weight of sin 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.  Chorus 
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life 
‘Finished!’ the victory cry.  Chorus 
 
Oh, to see my name written in the wounds 
For through Your suffering I am free 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live 
Won through Your selfless love 
 
This, the power of the cross   Son of God slain for us 
What a love! What a cost!    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
This the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: We worship this morning in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE SERVICE 
 
 
 
 



ISAIAH 53 
 
 
P:  He was despised and rejected by men,  
C:  A man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  
P:  Like one from whom men hide their faces, He was despised,  
C:  And we esteemed Him not.  
P:  Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows,  
C:  Yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. 
P:  But He was pierced for our transgressions,  
C:  He was crushed for our iniquities;  
P:  The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him,  
C:  And by His wounds we are healed.  
P:  We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
C:  Each of us has turned to his own way;  
P:  And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  
C:  He was oppressed and afflicted,  
P:  Yet He did not open His mouth;  
C:  He was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
P:  And as a sheep before her shearers is silent,  
C:  So He did not open His mouth.  
P:  By oppression and judgment He was taken away.  
C:  And who can speak of His descendants?  
P:  For He was cut off from the land of the living;  
C:  For the transgression of my people He was stricken.  
P:  He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  
C:  And with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence,  
P:  Nor was any deceit in His mouth.  
C:  Yet it was the Lord's will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer,  
P:  And though the LORD makes His life a guilt offering,  
C:  He will see His offspring and prolong His days,  
P:  And the will of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  
C:  After the suffering of His soul, He will see the light of life and be satisfied;  
P:  By His knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,  
C:  And He will bear their iniquities. 
P:  Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great,  
C:  And He will divide the spoils with the strong,  
P:  Because He poured out His life unto death,  
C:  And was numbered with the transgressors.  
P:  For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
 
P:  We confess our sins because we know that it was for our sins that He died.   
 
C:  I have sinned, Lord.  I have caused Your suffering and Your death.  I am sorry, Lord. 
 
P:  All of your sins are taken away by the blood of Christ. 
 
 



 
PRAYER 
 
Savior Jesus, what have You done to deserve this?  And what have we done to deserve You?  Counted as a 
criminal, cursed, and beaten and mocked.  You hung on the cross awaiting death and loving us whose sin 
caused Your crucifixion.   
 
Undeserved suffering endured because of undeserved love.  Sinner though we are, You loved us.  Thank 
You for the forgiveness that You won for us.  Open our eyes to see Your will.  Transform us by Your grace.  
In Your name we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 

 HYMN    Nailed to the Cross 
 
When I stand accused by my regrets  
And the devil roars his empty threats 
I will preach the gospel to myself  
That I am not a man condemned,  
For Jesus Christ is my defense. 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
When my doubt and shame hang over me 
Like the arrows of the enemy 
I will run again to Calvary 
That rugged hill of hell’s defeat 
My fortress and victory. 
 
     Chorus My sin is nailed to the cross.   
My soul is healed by the scars. 
The weight of sin I bear no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
     Bridge It is finished, sin is vanquished.   
Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
All the glory, all the honor  
To my Savior, Christ the Lord.  Repeat 
 
When I stand before the throne at last, 
His blood will plead my innocence.   
I will worship Him with holy hands  
And raise the song that never ends. 
Of Jesus Christ my righteousness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PASSION READING # 6  (Based on the history of Jesus’ suffering and death as recorded in the four Gospels.)                         



  
LEADER: When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, with the 
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. They said to one 
another: 
MEN: “Let’s not tear it. Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
LEADER: This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, 
WOMEN: “They divided my garments among themselves and cast lots for my clothing.” 
LEADER: So this is what the soldiers did. And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Those who passed by 
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, 
CONGREGATION: “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down 
from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 
LEADER: In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him: 
CONGREGATION: “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from 
the cross, and we will believe him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, “I am the 
Son of God.” 
WOMEN: One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
MEN: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
WOMEN: But the other criminal rebuked him. He said: 
LEADER: Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting 
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 
MEN: “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
LEADER: Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 
mother: 
MEN: “Dear woman, here is your Son.” 
LEADER: And to the disciple: 
MEN: “Here is your mother.” 
LEADER: From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
WOMEN: At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice: 
LEADER : “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” 
WOMEN: which means: 
MEN: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
LEADER: When some of those standing near heard this, they said: 
CONGREGATION: “Listen, he’s calling Elijah,” 
LEADER: Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 
WOMEN: “I am thirsty.” 
Leader: A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 
plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said: 
WOMEN: “It is finished.” 
LEADER: Jesus called out with a loud voice: 
MEN: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
WOMEN: With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
LEADER: At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the 
rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who died were raised to life. They came out 
of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
      When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed: 
CONGREGATION: “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
LEADER: When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts 
and went away.  
      Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other 
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there. 



 
 

 HYMN    The Old Rugged Cross   
 
On a hill far away, stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 
And I love that old cross, where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
 
Chorus: So, I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down, 
I will cling to the old rugged cross,  
And exchange it someday for a crown. 
 
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me, 
For the dear Lamb of God, left His glory above, 
To bear it to dark Calvary.  Chorus: 
 
In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
A wondrous beauty I see; 
For ‘twas on that old cross, Jesus suffered and died 
To pardon and sanctify me.  Chorus: 
 
To the old rugged cross, I will ever be true, 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
Then He’ll call me some day, to my home far away, 
Where His glory forever I’ll share.  Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon To Remember…the Wages of Sin 
 
(a message based on Romans 6:23a) 
 
 
 
 
The wages of sin is death.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 HYMN    Were You There  (#119 in the red hymnal) 
 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
 
 
SOLO:   
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
 
 
 
 
PASSION READING #7  (Based on the history of Jesus’ suffering and death as recorded in the four Gospels.)                         
 
 
LEADER: Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not 
want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have their legs broken and the bodies 
taken down. 
MEN: The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he as already dead, they did not break his legs. 
WOMEN: Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 
The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true, he knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies 
so that you also may believe. 
LEADER: These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: 
CONGREGATION:  “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 
LEADER: And, as another scripture says, 
CONGREGATION:  “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 
LEADER: Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had not 
consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the 
kingdom of God. 
MEN: Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. Going to Pilate, he asked for 
Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked if Jesus had 
already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 
WOMEN: So Joseph took the body. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 
night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of 
them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 
LEADER: At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden Joseph’s own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of preparation 
and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there and rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 
WOMEN: The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how the body 
was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment. 
LEADER: The next day, the one after Preparation day, the chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate. They said, 



MEN: “Sir, we remember that while he was alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the 
order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and 
tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 
WOMEN: Pilate answered: 
LEADER: “Take a guard. Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 
CONGREGATION: So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 
 
 
 
 
SOLO   O the Blood 
 
O the blood 
Crimson love 
Price of life's demand 
Shameful sin 
Placed on Him 
The Hope of every man 
 
O the blood of Jesus washes me 
O the blood of Jesus shed for me 
What a sacrifice that saved my life 
Yes, the blood, it is my victory 
 
Savior Son 
Holy One 
Slain so I can live 
See the Lamb 
The great I Am 
Who takes away my sin   CHORUS 
 
 
BRIDGE O the blood of the Lamb 
The precious blood of the Lamb 
What a sacrifice 
That saved my life 
Yes, the blood, it is my victory 
 
 
O what love 
No greater love 
Grace, how can it be 
That in my sin 
Yes, even then 
He shed His blood for me   CHORUS 
 
  
Oh what a sacrifice that saved my life 
Oh the blood, it is my victory 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 HYMN    Abide with me (#588 in the red hymnal) 
 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the Helpless, oh, abide with me! 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away. 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me! 
 
Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings, 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea; 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
 
Thou on my head in early youth didst smile, 
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me oft as I left Thee. 
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour. 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 
 
 
 
CLOSE OF THE SERVICE. 
 


