
 

28 February 2021  
Liturgy:  Wondrous Love 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen & Judi Sullivan 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  We Must Obey God! 
We continue our walk with Christ to the cross and grave this Lent.  He went to save us.  He 
went because He loved us.  And that love compels us…overwhelms us…so that we ‘must’ tell the 
world about Christ.  That is what the disciples felt…even though the Sanhedrin told them to 
stop, they had to…they were compelled to share the good news of our salvation.   
 
 

 OPENING SONG   The Power of the Cross   
 
Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day   
Christ on the road to Calvary 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then     
Nailed to a cross of wood 
 
Chorus  This, the power of the cross     

Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath     
We stand forgiven at the cross 

 
Oh, to see the pain written on Your face     
Bearing the awesome weight of sin 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.  Chorus 
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life 
‘Finished!’ the victory cry.  Chorus 
 
Oh, to see my name written in the wounds 
For through Your suffering I am free 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live 
Won through Your selfless love 
 
This, the power of the cross   Son of God slain for us 
What a love! What a cost!    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 



 

This the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
P: We worship this morning in the name of the Father. 
C: Who gave us our life through His almighty power. 
P: And in the name of the Son. 
C: Who redeemed our life with His precious blood. 
P: And in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Who gave us eternal life through faith in Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Pastor:  Oh come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith, Who for 
the joy set before Him, endured the cross, in spite of the shame 

 When I survey the wondrous cross 
             On which the Prince of Glory died. 
             My richest gain I count but loss 
             And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
P: God forbid that I should glory, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me and I to the world. 

   Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
              Save in the death of Christ, my God 
              All the vain things that charm me most 
              I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
P: Christ humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

   See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
              Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
              Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
              Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
P:  And He said to all, “If any would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” 



 

   Were the whole realm of nature mine 
             That were a tribute far too small 
             Love so amazing, so divine,  
             Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
C:  Dear Savior, I have come to the foot of the cross many times in the past year with 
my load of sins. Once more I come, admitting that I am a sinner since birth, even from 
the time I was conceived. Once more I bring my load of transgression against God’s 
holy law and place it on you.  
 
Help me, dear Jesus, during this season of Lent, to understand what great love You 
have shown to me in carrying all my burdens to the cross.  Give me the will and the 
desire to turn from my sin.  Give me the faith and courage to take up whatever cross 
You give me, and follow You, day by day, to life eternal. Amen. 
 
P:  Christ Himself carried our sins in His body to the cross. It is by His wounds that you have 
been healed. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PASSION READING #2   (Based on the history of Jesus’ suffering and death as recorded in the 
four Gospels.) 
                         
LEADER:  Jesus told the disciples, 
MEN:  “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
WOMEN:  ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scatter.’ 
MEN:  But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
LEADER:  Peter replied, 
CONGREGATION:  “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
MEN:  “I tell you the truth this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will 
disown me three times.” 
LEADER:  But Peter declared, 
CONGREGATION: “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.”  
LEADER:  And all other disciples said the same. Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place 
called Gethsemane and he said to them,  
MEN:  “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 



 

LEADER:  He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, 
WOMEN:  “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with me.” 
LEADER:  Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed,  
CONGREGATION:  “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not 
as I will, but as you will.” 
LEADER:  An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in 
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 
ground.  Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. He asked Peter, 
CONGREGATION:  “Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and 
pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is 
weak.” 
LEADER:  He went away a second time and prayed, 
CONGREGATION:  “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I 
drink it, may your will be done.” 
LEADER:  When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same 
thing. Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, 
CONGREGATION:  “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go. Here comes my 
betrayer!” 
LEADER:  Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there 
with his disciples. While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him 
was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders 
of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: 
WOMEN:  “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 
LEADER:  Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus 
replied, 
CONGREGATION:  “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss? Friend, do 
what you came for.” 
LEADER:  When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said,  
CONGREGATION:  “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” 
LEADER:  And Peter struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. (The 
servant’s name was Malchus.) But Jesus answered, 
MEN:  “No more of this!” 
WOMEN:  And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. Jesus said,  
LEADER:  “Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more 
than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen in this way?” 



 

MEN:  Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, 
LEADER:  “Who is it you want?” 
CONGREGATION:  “Jesus of Nazareth!” 
LEADER:  “I am he.” 
WOMEN: (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am 
he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  Again he asked them, 
LEADER: “Who is it you want?” 
CONGREGATION: “Jesus of Nazareth!” 
LEADER: “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 
WOMEN:  Then men seized Jesus and arrested him. Jesus said, 
LEADER:  “Am I leading a rebellion that you have come out with swords and clubs to 
capture me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest 
me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 
CONGREGATION:  Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. A young man, wearing 
nothing but the linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled 
naked, leaving his garment behind.   
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH  2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed & the Meaning (The meaning 
was written by Martin Luther as a teaching tool in the Small Catechism for students.  This is 
part of the Lutheran Confessions.) 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
           
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all 
sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death. 
 
All this He did that I should be his own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as He has risen 
from death and lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true. 
 



 

 

 HYMN  Lord, I Need You 
 
Lord I come, I confess,  
Bowing here, I find my rest.   
Without You, I fall apart. 
You’re the One that guides my heart. 
 
Chorus:   Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You. 

Ev’ry hour I need You.  
You’re my one defense, my righteousness, 
Oh, God, how I need You.    

 
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where is grace is found is where You are. 
Where You are, Lord I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  Chorus. 
 
So teach my song to rise to You. 
When temptation come my way. 
When I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You; 
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
SERMON      (a message based on Acts 5:29-32) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human 
beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by 
hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that 
he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 



 

 HYMN  I Love to Tell the Story 
 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love, 
I love to tell the story because I know ‘tis true; 
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 
 
Chorus: I love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory; 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love, 
 
I love to tell the story; ‘Tis pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 
I love to tell the story; for some have never heard 
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.  Chorus. 
 
I love to tell the story; For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
“Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.   Chorus 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING   
 
(During the offering – Blessed Assurance by Anna Jorstad 
– a student of Ms Judi) 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
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P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
P:   Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.   
 
He made His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for ours sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 
 
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of His Christ.  To Him Who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave thanks and gave it 
to His disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given into death for your sins.” 
 
In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all 
of you.  This is My blood of the new covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of Me.” 
 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with 
Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask then 
that only those who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit with our 



 

pastor come for Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about the 
blessings of this Supper.  Please speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 
 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 

   HYMN  during distribution   Alas!  And Did My Saviour Bleed  (#129 in the red 
hymnal) 
 
Alas! and did my Savior bleed, And did my Sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head For sinners such as I? 
 
Was it for crimes that I have done He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! grace unknown! And love beyond degree 
 
Well might the sun in darkness hide And shut His glories in, 
When God, the mighty Maker, died For His own creature’s sin.   
 
Thus might I hide my blushing face  while His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness and melt my eyes to tears. 
  
But drops of grief can ne’er repay  The debt of love I owe: 

Here, Lord I give myself away  ‘Tis all that I can do!    
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

CLOSING SONG   To God Be the Glory  (#399 in the red) 
 
 
To God be the glory; great things He has done!   
He so loved the world that He gave us His Son,  
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin  
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.   
 
 
Chorus: Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   

Let the earth hear His voice!  
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   
Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory – great things He has done! 

 
 
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  
To ev’ry believer the promise of God;  
The vilest offender who truly believes,  
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  Chorus 
 
 
 
Great things He has taught us, great things He has done,  
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,  
But purer and higher and greater will be  
Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see.  
 
 
Chorus: Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   

Let the earth hear His voice!  
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   
Let the people rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 
And give Him the glory – great things He has done! 
 
Yes, give Him the glory – great things He has done! 

 



 

 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
(During the greeting – Amazing Grace by Robert Jorstad 
– a student of Ms Judi) 
 
(Note:  Colton Hooks is also a student of Ms Judi.) 
 


