
17 February  
Ash Wednesday 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  To Remember…I am but dust. 
Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance and reflection.  It is a day to prepare ourselves for our walk with 
Christ to the cross and the tomb.  We start our Lenten Walk all the way back in the Garden of Eden 
after the fall into sin.  Where God tells Adam that life would hard and reminds him that he is but dust.   
 
 
 
 

 HYMN     Jesus, I Will Ponder Now   (#98 in the red hymnal) 
 
Jesus, I will ponder now, On your holy passion; 
With your Spirit me endow, For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith, May the image cherish 
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death, That I may not perish. 
 
Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness, And your crucifixion; 
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound you, 
How for them you died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned you. 
 
 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 
 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea. 
 



Though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake in their surging.  The Lord 
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
 
 
 
P:  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 40 day journey with the Lord to the 
cross and the tomb, preparing for the victory of Easter. 
 
 
Ash Wednesday reminds us of our mortality and calls us to repentance.  The ancient practice of 
imposing ashes on the faithful gives the day its name.  The practice is a public expression of 
repentance and of our human frailty, and a public confession of our need for Christ.  The ashes 
remind us of the words from the Christian burial rite:  “...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust…,” words that will most likely be spoken over us one day.   
 
 
The ashes traditionally come from the palms of last year’s Palm Sunday celebration and are mixed 
with olive oil.  Note the symbolism – the joy of Palm Sunday and the sorrow of Ash Wednesday, the 
anointing with oil to symbolize God’s blessing, God’s choosing, and God’s healing.   
 
Repentance is an inward, spiritual thing, so the ashes are only a symbol.  Each of Christian can 
decide on their own if they wish to be marked with ashes – either on the hand, the head or not at all.   
 
May our worship this evening prepare us for our Lenten Journey, remind us of our great need for 
Jesus, and secure us in the knowledge that our sins truly are forgiven.  May the Lord bless our 
worship this evening.   
 
 
 
 

 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now   (#98 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
If my sins give me alarm, And my conscience grieve me, 
Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won, By your holy passion. 
If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion! 
 
 
Graciously my faith renew; Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from you, Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Saviour, 
That I may in heav’n above, Sing your praise forever. 
 
 
 
 
 



GENESIS 3:12-19 
 

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 
and I ate it.” 

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

 
“Cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 

 

16 To the woman he said, 
 

“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 
    with painful labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
    and he will rule over you.” 

 

17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
    through painful toil you will eat food from it 
    all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
    and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 
    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NICENE CREED 
 
C:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  (#389 in the red) 
 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure:  Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy law’s demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone. Thou must save and Thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, helpless look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly – Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 
 
SERMON  To Remember…that I am but dust.   
 
(a message based on Genesis 3:19 & Job 42:1-6) 
 
 
 
 
By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 



    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return.” 
 
 
Then Job replied to the Lord: 
 

2 “I know that you can do all things; 
    no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
 

3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ 
    Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 
    things too wonderful for me to know. 
 

4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you 
    but now my eyes have seen you. 
 

6 Therefore I despise myself 
    and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
 

 HYMN    Chief of Sinners Though I Be (#385 in the red hymnal) 
 
 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine! 
 
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity, 
Love that found me – wondrous thought! -- Found me when I sought Him not. 
 
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by Your Spirit and Your word. 
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die. 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 



 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P:  Brothers and sisters, God created us to know joy in communion with Him, to love all humanity, 
and to live in harmony with all creation.  But sin separates us from God, from our neighbors, and 
from creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us.  By our sin we grieve our 
Father, who does not desire us to come under His judgment but to turn to Him and live.  Therefore, 
God in His mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and 
to die the death we deserve.  God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in Him, we 
might become the righteousness of God.   
 
During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.  
The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of His resurrection, we must also 
know  His sufferings in our place, becoming like Him in death.  As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are 
called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 
I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness.   
 
 
C:  Most holy and merciful Father, we confess to You and to one another that we have sinned 
by our own fault, by our own grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbor as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
 
We confess to You, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness, our pride, our hypocrisy, and our 
impatience.  Our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves.  Our dishonesty in daily life 
and work, our negligence in worship and in prayer, our failure to show the faith that is in us.  
Our blindness of human need and suffering, our indifference to injustice and cruelty.  Our 
uncharitable thoughts towards others.   
 
Restore us, O Lord, and forgive our sins.  Your mercy is great.  Hear us, O Lord.   
 
 
All those who desire to receive the sign of ashes come forward.   
 
P:  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. 
 
 
After all who desire ashes have received them…. 
 
P:  Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these ashes be for us a sign 
of our mortality and penitence, and a reminder that only by Your gracious gift are we given 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 



C:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of Your salvation, that we may show forth Your glory in 
the world  By the cross and suffering of our Savior, bring us with all Your saints to the joy of 
Christ’s resurrection.  Amen.   
 
 
 
P:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but rather 
that they turn from their wickedness and live.  Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
During these days of Lent, let us implore God to renew our hearts and give us His Holy Spirit.  May 
we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by Him through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   
 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you.  
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
 
 (The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and 
with one another as Christians who are united around a common faith. We ask then that only those 
who have made that confession of faith through instruction or a visit with our pastor come for 
Communion. Guests, our pastor would love to visit with you about the blessings of this Supper.  Please 
speak with the pastor after the service.) 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 



  Just as I am, without one plea; But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am and waiting not; To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about  With many-a conflict, many-a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am; Thy love unknown  Has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN   Jesus Your Blood and Righteousness     (#376 in the red) 
 
 
Jesus, Your blood and righteousness, My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 
Bold shall I stand in that great day – Who can a word against me say? 
Fully through You absolved I am, From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 
Lord, I believe your precious blood, Which at the very throne of God 
Forever will for sinners plead, For me – e’en for my soul – was shed. 
 
When from the dust of death I rise, To claim my mansion in the skies, 
E’en then this shall be all my plea:  Jesus has lived and died for me. 
 


