
3 January 2020 
Liturgy:  Make Me a Servant 
Pianist:  Judi Sullivan 
 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  Learning from 2020 
Some of the best learning experiences are hardship, failure, challenge.  So 2020 was an awesome 
learning experience, wasn’t it?  So what would God have us learn?  How should we view 2020?  
Thankful that it is over?  Absolutely.  But maybe more.   
 
 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Chorus: Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be?  Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Chorus. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 
me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. In the book of 
James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in prayer: 
 
C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting. I have cut myself off from You and others by the 
sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for 
the wounds I have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the 
power of Your Holy Spirit renew my heart.  Amen 
 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You. 
 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; May I be like You 
 
P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to announce 
forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives are 
shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins 
and rise from death to give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. 
 
C:    Amen! 
 
 
 
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!   
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit washed in His blood. 
 
Chorus:   This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long;  
       This is my story; this is my song,  

Praising my Savior all the day long.  
 
Loving Submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, kept in His love.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
PSALM 148 
 
P:  Praise the LORD.  
C:  Praise the LORD from the heavens,  
P:  Praise him in the heights above.  
C:  Praise him, all his angels,  



P:  Praise him, all his heavenly hosts.  
C:  Praise him, sun and moon,  
P:  Praise him, all you shining stars.  
C:  Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.  
P:  Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
C:  For he commanded and they were created.  
P:  He set them in place for ever and ever;  
C:  He gave a decree that will never pass away.  
P:  Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,  
C:  Lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,  
P:  You mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,  
C:  Wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,  
P:  Kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,  
C:  Young men and maidens, old men and children.  
P:  Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
C:  For his name alone is exalted;  
P:  His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.  
C:  He has raised up for his people a horn,  
P:  The praise of all his saints,  
C:  Of Israel, the people close to his heart.  
P:  Praise the LORD. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over 
all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 19:16-30 
 

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 

17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. 
If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 

18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 

shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 



20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved?” 

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 

27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for 
us?” 

28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal 
life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. 
 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Amazing Grace 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, Than when we’d first begun. 
 



 
 
SERMON     
 
(a message based on Acts 14:21-22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to 
the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 
 
 
 
HYMN    Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
 
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call; hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears and the night draws near 
And the day is almost gone. 
At the river I stand; guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home. 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now, let the weak say “I am strong!” Let the poor say “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. 



Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks… 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 CLOSING SONG   Make Me A Servant 
 
Make me a servant, humble and meek;  
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak. 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today. (2X) 
 


