
Sunday 27 December 2020 
Liturgy:  Special 
Pianist:  Kristin Sternhagen 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  Pondering is so Ponderous 
 
Thinking is such a waste of time.  I have stuff to do and places to go and people to talk to.  I have a life to lead.  Why 
would I waste my time sitting and thinking and contemplating?  In our fast-paced world in which we live our fast-
paced lives, I wonder if we have fast-ly forgotten how to meditate…how to ponder.  We see Mary this morning, a 
brand new mother…with so very much to do…taking the time to ponder.     
 
 
****A Special Note on the service.  We only get to sing Christmas songs for a little while each year, and sometimes 
favorites are missed.  So this morning, the congregation will be invited to choose some of the songs and hymns this 
morning – of course, we encourage Christmas Songs.  So you will need the red and the blue hymnals on the book shelf 
in the back.  There is a list of Christmas songs toward the end of the bulletin.   
 
 
 
HYMN   (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and love we acknowledge 
your glory and worship you, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. 
 
Congregation:  May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O 
Lord, my Rock  and my Redeemer.             
            
 
Now sing we now rejoice, now raise to heav’n our voice;   
He from whom joy streameth  Poor in a manger lies; 
Not so brightly beameth  The sun in yonder skies  
Thou my Savior art!  Thou my Savior art! 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made us unfit to stand before 
You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and actions. So often we do the 
evil You forbid and fail to do the good You command. You know our hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and 
deserve only to be condemned.  But at Your gracious Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, a 
sinner!"      
 
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great compassion blot out 
my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions 
and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  
Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
 



P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His one and only Son, Jesus 
the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the sure hope of everlasting life. He who believes and 
is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your light shine before men 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
(Response of Joy – Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 2 
 
P:  Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  
C:  The kings of the earth take their stand  
P:  And the rulers gather together against the LORD  
C:  And against His Anointed One.  
P:  "Let us break their chains," they say,  
C:  "and throw off their fetters."  
P:  The One enthroned in heaven laughs;  
C:  The Lord scoffs at them.  
P:  Then He rebukes them in His anger  
C:  And terrifies them in His wrath, saying,  
P:  "I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill."  
C:  I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:  
P:  He said to me, "You are My Son;  
C:  Today I have become Your Father.  
P:  Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance,  
C:  The ends of the earth Your possession.  
P:  You will rule them with an iron scepter;  
C:  You will dash them to pieces like pottery."  
P:  Therefore, you kings, be wise;  
C:  Be warned, you rulers of the earth.  
P:  Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.  
C:  Kiss the Son, lest He be angry  
P:  And you be destroyed in your way,  
C:  For His wrath can flare up in a moment.  
P:  Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ISAIAH 63:7-9 
   
I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 
    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
    according to all the LORD has done for us— 
yes, the many good things 
    he has done for Israel, 
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will be true to me”; 
    and so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 
    and the angel of his presence saved them.  
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them 
    all the days of old.  
 
 
 
 
GALATIANS 4:4-7 
 
 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s 
child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 
 

   CONFESSION OF FAITH    In the First Light 
 
In the first light of a new day, no one knew He had arrived. 
Things continued, as they had been, while a newborn softly cried. 
But the heavens, wrapped in wonder, knew the meaning of His birth, 
In weakness of a baby, they knew God had come to earth. 
 
As His mother held Him closely, it was hard to understand. 
That her baby not yet speaking was the Word of God to man. 
He would tell them of His kingdom, but their hearts would not believe, 
They would hate Him and in anger, they would nail Him to a tree. 
 
But the sadness would be broken as the Song of life arose; 
And the Firstborn of creation would ascend and take the throne. 
He had left it to redeem us, but before His life began, 
He knew He’d come back, not as a baby, but as the Lord of every man! 
 
Hear the angels, as they’re singing, on the morning of His birth, 
But how much greater, will our song be when He comes again to earth! 
 
Hear the angels, as they’re singing, on the morning of His birth, 
But how much greater, will our song be, when He comes again to earth! 
When He comes again to earth!! 
 
 
 
 



SERMON  PONDERING is so Ponderous 
 

a message based on Luke 2:19 
 
 
 

19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
 
 

 HYMN  (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
THANK OFFERING 
 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   (sung to tune of "Away in a Manger")   
 
Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name 
Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same 
By mortals and angels.  Come, Lord, reign alone; 
O hear us and bless us from heaven's high throne 
 
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day 
As we forgive others, our sins take away: 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near 
From evil deliver Your children most dear.  
 
For yours is the kingdom; o'er all things you reign 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever.  Amen 
 
 
(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.   
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church. 
For confidential prayers, call or text Maria Hasten 720-243-0228.)  
 
 
 
 
INVITATION & EXPLANATION 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave thanks and gave it to His disciples saying, 
“Take and eat.  This is my body given into death for your sins.” 

mailto:prayer@livinghopereunion.church


 
 
In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you.  This is My 
blood of the new covenant poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this whenever you drink it in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
HYMN  (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 
 
 
P:  Lord, now You let your servants depart in peace, according to Your word.  For our eyes have seen Your salvation 
which You have prepared in the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.  
Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING SONG   (Congregation’s Choice) 
 
 

 
 
 



CHRISTMAS SONGS 
 
 
Red Hymnal -- #’s 33-68 
 
Blue Hymnal  The Coventry Carol p. 54 
   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly p. 152 
   Mary’s Little Boy Child p. 204 
   Stille Nacht p. 58 
    
 
Others 
 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour  Was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r  When we were gone astray: 
 
Chorus:   Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
From God our heav’nly Father  A blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds   Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born  The Son of God by name:  Chorus 
 
The shepherds at those tidings  Rejoiced much in mind, 
And left their flocks a feeding   In tempest, storm and wind, 
And went to Bethlehem straightway  This blessed babe to find.  Chorus 
 
But when to Bethlehem they came, Where-at this infant lay, 
They found Him in a manger,  Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother, Mary, kneeling  Unto the Lord did pray.  Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peace, Peace 
 
Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all! 
This is a time for JOY, this is a time for LOVE. 
Now let us all sing together of PEACE, peace, peace on earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
Little Drummer Boy 
 
Come, they told me, Pa-rum-pum-pum-pum- 
A newborn King to see; (P) 
Our finest gifts we bring, (P) 
To lay before the King, (P)  



rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum 
So to honor him (P) 
When we come. 
 
Little baby (P) 
I am a poor boy, too (P) 
I have no gift for you (P) 
That's fit to give our King (P) 
rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum  
Shall I play for You (P)  
On my drum? 
 
Mary nodded (P)  
The ox and lamb kept time (P)  
I played my drum for Him (P) 
I played my best for him (P) 
rum-pum-pum-pum, rum-pum-pum-pum 
Then he smiled at me (P)  
Me and my drum. 
Me and my drum. 
Me and my drum.  
 
 
 
 
O Holy Night 
 
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth! 
Long lay the world, in sin and error pining, 
‘Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night, when Christ was born. 
O holy night! O night, O night divine! 
 
 
The First Noel 
 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay— 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night, that was so deep. 
 
Chorus: Noel, noel! Noel, noel!   Born is the King of Israel! 
 
And by the light of the Bethlehem star, 
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went.   
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay, 



Right over the place where Jesus lay.  Chorus: 
 
Then entered in those wise men three, 
Fell reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence, 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  Chorus: 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought.  Chorus 

 


