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23 August 2020 
TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME:  A Counting Problem 

It’s not enough.  I count it all up, and it’s not enough.  I can see how much God gave me.  Even 
more I can see how much God didn’t give me.  When I add it up, when I analyse the situation, 
when I do the math, God didn’t give me enough to get through what I have to get through.  Not 
just financially, but strength and time and help and wisdom.  How can God give me so little and 
expect me to do so much?  God isn’t stiffing us; we have a counting problem.   

 
 
 

HYMN     God Will Take Care of You  (p. 98 in the blue hymnal) 
 
Be not dismayed what-e’er betide,  God will take care of you; 
Beneath His wings of love abide,  God will take care of you. 
 
Chorus:      God will take care of you,  Through every day, o’er all the way 
        He will take care of you  God will take care of you. 
 
All you may need He will provide,  God will take care of you; 
Nothing you ask will be denied,  God will take care of you.  Chorus 
 
No matter what may be the test,  God will take care of you; 
Lean weary one, upon His breast,  God will take care of you.  Chorus 
  
 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil their faces, with reverence and 
love we acknowledge Your glory and worship You – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternal 
Trinity. 

Congregation: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing 
in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   
 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!   
 God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P: O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that from birth our sinful nature has made 
us unfit to stand before You. What is more, we have broken Your law repeatedly in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. So often we do the evil You forbid and fail to do the good You 
command. You know our hearts and our lives, Lord. We are guilty and deserve only to be 
condemned.  But at Your gracious Word we come to You, and plead, "God have mercy on me, 
a sinner!"      
 
 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin.  For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me.  Against 
You, You only have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  Hide Your face from 
my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
 
P: The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all your sins through the life and death of His 
one and only Son, Jesus the Christ. With His resurrection from death He has given you the 
sure hope of everlasting life. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
 
So go now and leave the life of sin and produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let your 
light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven! 
 
 

 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
 
 
ISAIAH 55:1-5 
  
“Come, all you who are thirsty, 
    come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without cost. 
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Why spend money on what is not bread, 
    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 
Give ear and come to me; 
    listen, that you may live. 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
    my faithful love promised to David. 
See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
Surely you will summon nations you know not, 
    and nations you do not know will come running to you, 
because of the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has endowed you with splendor.” 
 
 
ROMANS 8:35-39 
 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: 
 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 

 HYMN    The First Song of Isaiah  (blue hymnal p. 71) 
 
Chorus: Surely it is God who saves me.    

I will trust in Him and not be afraid, 
    For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense  

And He will be my Saviour. 
 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
From the springs of salvation, 
And on that day you shall say give thanks to the Lord 
And call upon His name.  Chorus. 
 
Make His deeds known among the nations.   
See that they remember that His name is exalted.   
Sing the praises of the Lord for He has done great things  
And this is known in all the world.  Chorus. 
 
Cry aloud inhabitants of Zion!  Ring out your joy!   
For the great One in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  Chorus. 
 
 
 
SERMON  A Counting Problem 
  
 (a sermon based on Matthew 14:13-21) 
 
 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 
Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
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As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy 
themselves some food.” 
 
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
 
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
 
“Bring them here to me,” he said.  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke 
the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken 
pieces that were left over.  The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 
 
 
 
HYMN  Count Your Blessings    
 
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 
Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 
 
Chorus: Count your blessings, Name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, See what God has done; 
Count your blessings, Name them one by one, 
Count your many blessings, See what God has done. 

 
Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly, 
And you will be singing as the days go by.  Chorus: 
 
So, amid the conflict whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 
Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.  Chorus: 
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THANK OFFERING  

 
 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
 

 I must tell Jesus all of my trials. I cannot bear these burdens alone. 
In my distress He kindly will help me. He ever loves and cares for His own.  

I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
 

 I must tell Jesus all of my troubles. He is a kind, compassionate friend. 
If I but ask Him, He will deliver; Make of my troubles quickly an end.  

I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus. I cannot bear my burdens alone. 
I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus. Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CLOSING SONG   10,000 Reasons   
 
CHORUS:   Bless the Lord, O my soul O my soul 
  Worship His holy name 
  Sing like never before O my soul 
  I worship Your holy name 
 
The sun comes up; it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes.   CHORUS 
  
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For of all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
10,000 reasons for my heart to find.   CHORUS  
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
10,000 years and then forever more… CHORUS – 2 times 
 
  I worship Your holy name 
  I worship Your holy name 
 

 


