
Service Notes for Sunday 7 June 2020 
Liturgy:  Your Grace & Mercy 
Pianist:  Kristin/Hannah Sternhagen 
 
Hymn   Sweet Hour of Prayer 822 
 
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
That calls me from a world of care 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known! 
In seasons of distress and grief 
My soul has often found relief 
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer. 
 

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer 
Thy wings shall my petition bear 
To Him whose truth and faithfulness 
Engage the waiting soul to bless; 
And since He bids me seek His face, 
Believe His word and trust His grace, 
I’ll cast on Him my every care 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer. 

 
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
May I thy consolation share, 
Till from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height 
I view my home and take my flight. 
This robe of flesh I’ll drop and rise 
To seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 
“Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!” 

 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P:  We gather here today before our Lord and Creator.  He created us to serve Him and to love one 
another.  But we have separated ourselves from Him with our sins.  So let us now confess our sins 
to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
 
C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses for my sins.  I have sinned 
against You by the things I have done and the things I have not done.  I come before You this 
morning in need of Your forgiveness. 
 



 SONG I Need Thee  (p. 137 in the blue) 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord; 
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 
Chorus:  I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Saviour; I come to Thee. 
 
I need Thee ev’ry hour; Stay Thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their pow’r, When Thou art nigh.    Chorus: 
 
 
P:  Jesus died to take away all of your sins.  You are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and come before Him this morning forgiven of all your sins.  You are His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  May God’s grace strengthen you to live each day as His forgiven 
and dearly loved child.   
 
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 

 RESPONSES OF PRAISE  Your Grace and Mercy & Sanctuary 
 
Your grace and mercy brought me through.  
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too.  
Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 
 
                                                    Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  

Pure and holy, tried and true.  
                                                    With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
                        Sanctuary for You.  (repeat last song only) 
 
 
P:  God is good…  
C:  All the time.  
P:  All the time…  
C:  God is good. 
P:  How great the love the Father has lavished on us…   
C:  That we should be called children of God.  
P:  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine 
C:  To the only wise God be glory in the church throughout all generations.   
P:  Let God’s people say:    
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 



1 Samuel 17:40-50 
 

After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En 
Gedi.” So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and 
his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. 

He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve 
himself. David and his men were far back in the cave.  The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke 
of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” 
Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 

Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe.  He said to 
his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my 
hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.”  With these words David sharply rebuked his men 
and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. 

Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul 
looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground.  He said 
to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’?  This day you have seen 
with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill 
you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’  
See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did 
not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or 
rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life.  May the Lord judge 
between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will 
not touch you.  As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch 
you. 

“Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea?  
May the Lord be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he 
vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.” 

When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he 
wept aloud.  “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated 
you badly.  You have just now told me about the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into 
your hands, but you did not kill me.  When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away 
unharmed? May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today.  I know that you will 
surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands.  Now swear to me 
by the Lord that you will not kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.” 

So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to 
the stronghold. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 5:43-48 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[i] and hate your enemy.’  But I tell 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? 
Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
 
C:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 
 
Hymn   I Will Call Upon the Lord  p. 143 
 
I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord.  
 

I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord.  

 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,  
And may the God of my salvation be exalted. 
The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock,  
And may the God of my salvation be exalted.   

 
I will call upon the Lord; for He is worthy to be praised. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
I will call upon the Lord. 

 
 
 
  



Sermon Psalm 18 (various verses) 
 
I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 
    my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
    my shield[b] and the horn[c] of my salvation, my stronghold. 
 
3 I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, 
    and I have been saved from my enemies. 
4 The cords of death entangled me; 
    the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 
5 The cords of the grave coiled around me; 
    the snares of death confronted me. 
 
6 In my distress I called to the Lord; 
    I cried to my God for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice; 
    my cry came before him, into his ears. 
7 The earth trembled and quaked, 
    and the foundations of the mountains shook; 
    they trembled because he was angry. 
8 Smoke rose from his nostrils; 
    consuming fire came from his mouth, 
    burning coals blazed out of it. 
9 He parted the heavens and came down; 
    dark clouds were under his feet. 
 
 
 
 
16 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 
    he drew me out of deep waters. 
17 He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
    from my foes, who were too strong for me. 
18 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 
    but the Lord was my support. 
19 He brought me out into a spacious place; 
    he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
 
20 The Lord has dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
    according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 
21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; 
    I am not guilty of turning from my God. 
22 All his laws are before me; 
    I have not turned away from his decrees. 
23 I have been blameless before him 
    and have kept myself from sin. 
24 The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 
    according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 



30 As for God, his way is perfect: 
    The Lord’s word is flawless; 
    he shields all who take refuge in him. 
31 For who is God besides the Lord? 
    And who is the Rock except our God? 
32 It is God who arms me with strength 
    and keeps my way secure. 
33 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; 
    he causes me to stand on the heights. 
34 He trains my hands for battle; 
    my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 
35 You make your saving help my shield, 
    and your right hand sustains me; 
    your help has made me great. 
36 You provide a broad path for my feet, 
    so that my ankles do not give way. 
 
37 I pursued my enemies and overtook them; 
    I did not turn back till they were destroyed. 
38 I crushed them so that they could not rise; 
    they fell beneath my feet. 
 
 
  
 
46 The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! 
    Exalted be God my Savior! 
47 He is the God who avenges me, 
    who subdues nations under me, 
48     who saves me from my enemies. 
You exalted me above my foes; 
    from a violent man you rescued me. 
49 Therefore I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; 
    I will sing the praises of your name. 
 
50 He gives his king great victories; 
    he shows unfailing love to his anointed, 
    to David and to his descendants forever. 
 
 
 
  



I Will Call Upon the Lord When He gives me victory over my enemies 
 
 
Hymn  201  A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
 
A mighty fortress is our God.  A trusty shield and weapon;  
He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe  Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might  Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
 

With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected. 
But for us fights the valiant one  Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask, “Who is this?”  Jesus Christ it is,  
The almighty Lord.  And there’s no other God: 
He holds the field forever.   

 
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.   
This world’s prince may still  Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none.  He’s judged; the deed is done! 
One little word can fell him. 

 
The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain  With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And do what they will – Hate, steal, hurt or kill – 
Though all may be gone, Our victory is won; 
The kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
 
 
Offering 
 

  Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. 
  Thank You, Lord, for making me whole. 
  Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
  Thy great salvation so rich and free.  (Repeat) 
 
 
Prayer 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
  



BENEDICTION 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn  God Be with You Till Meet Again.  327 
 
 
God be with you till we meet again, by His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you – God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Chorus  Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 

Till we meet, till we meet – God be with you till we meet again.  
 
God be with you till we meet again, ‘neath His wings protecting hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you – God be with you till we meet again.  Chorus. 


