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There is a worship chorus that found its way into my heart a couple of 
years ago, and I just LOVE the words.  It builds my faith, because it 
speaks to the fact that we can affect the atmosphere around us because 
we are carriers of the presence of God. The Holy Spirit reminds me all the 
time: I have the ability to affect the room that I walk in to.  Not because 
of me ... but because the very Spirit of the Living God lives and breathes 
in me!!  Now THAT is a powerful revelation.  Because when JESUS walks 
into the room, darkness scatters ... sickness retreats ... pride bows down 
... fears dissolve.  When JESUS speaks, everything changes.

The Lord’s Prayer also reminds us that we are to pray and ask Him to 
accomplish things ON EARTH, as they already are in HEAVEN!  Well, my Bible says that Heaven is 
perfect.  There is no lack ... no racism ... no hatred ... no remorse ... no disease ... no death ... And because 
I am a carrier of His very presence, I must understand the privilege I have to bring Heaven to earth.  The 
very atmosphere of Heaven can fill the situation I find myself in.  At home, at work, in the grocery store.  
At the bank, on my walk, rocking my baby, paying my bills. (Lord, help us!)  On the phone, comforting a 
friend, disciplining my children, encouraging a complete stranger.  

We are excited about the new sermon series launching this month, “Heaven on Earth”.  You won’t want 
to miss one Sunday as we take a look through Scripture and explore what it means to be a heavenly 
expression in human form here on the earth.  When we touch Heaven, we can in turn, change the earth!

       Love Y’all,
              Lisa Frith



Happy Thanksgiving! 
We hope you enjoy the holiday with your friends & 
family! As a reminder, the church office will be closed 
Wednesday, November 22nd - Friday November 24th.

Blessed to be a Blessing

The amazing journey of a shoe box full of love begins 
with you, and ends with evangelism and discipleship. 
Packing a box is a simple way to share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with kids all around the world. Boxes are 
due by Sunday, November 19th.

#momsquad

Hey #momsquad!  Wanna get out of the house?!?  Mark your 
calendars for Friday night, November 3rd.  We will gather 
Cheesecake Factory at 6:30 pm for a time of dessert, laughter 
and fellowship.  So leave the kids at home, grab a friend, and 
prep your sweet tooth ... you won’t want to miss the fun!

Christmas Choir

Make a joyful noise to the Lord!  Practice for our Christmas 
choir begins at 7:15 pm on Thursday, November 2nd.  The 
choir will perform at 10:30 am on December 24th!  Sign 
up on at Connection Point or just show up prepared to 
sing praises to the Lord!

Join us on November 1st at 6:00 pm 
for a special First Wednesday! 

We will share a Thanksgiving meal as a church 
family and hear from Ron Dotzler with Abide. We 
will provide turkeys and pumpkin pies. Please bring 
your favorite Thanksgiving side dish to share! 



The Adventure of Adversity 
A word from Mark Otto

Preceding my opening prayer on a recent Sunday, I read a thought 
from a book by Norman Grubb, Touching the Invisible:

“….Facing, handling and using for good all forms of adversity, 
all experiences of what we call evil – shocks, suffering, difficulty, 
disasters, unjust treatments…has been this: that our ‘evils’ are never the 
happenings in themselves, but the effect we allow them to have on us.  
No matter whether objectively an experience is apparently good or 
evil; subjectively, to the one who fears and doubts, all is evil; to the one 
who trusts, all is good.

I have been using his book as a devotional and the particular chapter on adversity had dovetailed into 
some thoughts I had been having recently.  Probably because I was undergoing a lot of it at the time, even 
before reading the chapter on adversity, my mind had been triggered to an article that I had read several 
years ago on stress.  It listed the top stress events in life, whether bad or seemingly good, and explained that 
experiencing several of these events in the period of a year can be catastrophic to an individual.  

I had been reflecting on the previous 12 months of my life and some of the events that I had experienced.  
They included the death of my mom, made a major real estate purchase, had a heart attack, accepted 
the Elder Chairman position, lost 2 of my 3 largest customers, change in manager and walked through 
illnesses, procedures and multiple surgeries of my 3 special needs grandchildren.  If any of you have ever 
watched the TV program on hoarders, you may recall that in almost all of the cases, the person’s start into 
hoarding was preceded by a single traumatic life event.  If you are wondering, I haven’t started down that 
path.

So the question is: how do we simultaneously, “Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials of many kinds” 
and at the same time fight the good fight, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.”  Jesus is our best example.  To all appearances death at Calvary was totally evil, but 
God used it to bring about the world’s salvation.  Adversities and sufferings in the grasp of faith become 
redemptive. All attacks of Satan can then be seen as blessings and the manifestation of God’s power, 
instead of merely enduring them as ‘judgments’ or ‘tests’.

I believe Norman sums it up well: 

“Thus, to Christ’s followers, who glimpse the glorious purpose and triumph in and through evils and 
sufferings, the acceptance and endurance of them becomes an adventure in faith.  Thus and thus alone 
does the Christian warrior laugh the laugh of faith.  If God’s gifts are our blessings, and the devil’s assaults 
are also our blessings, what remains to harm or depress us?  If good is good, and evil is equally good to the 
enlightened, then a realm of life is entered where we rejoice always, in everything give thanks, and in all 
things we are more than conquerors.”
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New Sermon Series

Our new sermon series kicks of Sunday, November 5th, 
and on Sunday, November 19th, we have a special guest 
speaker, Pastor Walter Hooker. You won’t want to miss this! If 
you can’t join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream  
channel: EF TV


