
6 Month Check-Up
A word from Pastor Chris & Lisa

JuLY 2018

Ready or not … and believe it or not … HALF OF 2018 has 
come and gone!  July 1st marks the 2nd half of the year, and 
with it I believe a healthy progress report is in order.  Have 
I personally grown in my relationship with the Lord?  Quit 
unhealthy habits and created newer, healthier ones?  Have I 
spent more time with loved ones, or successfully reorganized 
my priorities?

In January of this year, we kicked off with a sermon series 
entitled “Intentionality”.  We were challenged through God’s Word to become intentional 
and purposeful with our time, resources, talents and relationships.  Life doesn’t happen 
by accident – it happens on purpose!  Instead of making ‘new year’s resolutions’, we 
each made decisions to become more intentional with some specific areas of our lives.  
Do you remember yours?

There’s no doubt:  time flies!  Let me encourage you to check your intentionality 
thermometer reading.  Refresh your memory that it is up to you to make the most 
of every opportunity, and to steward your time according to God’s plan for your life.  
Let’s move into the 2nd half of 2018 with a refreshed focus and discipline to be more 
intentional.
      Believing with you,
       Pastor Chris & Lisa 



JuLY Sermon Series

Join us on Sundays in July as Pastor Chris  
continues  the  series “Kingdom Economics”.  If  you 
can’t join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream  
channel: EF TV

JULY 29th

Sunday, July 29th is our quarterly faith offering. 
This month, we’ll be collecting offerings for Step 
Up to Life and Christ for the City International. We 
encourage you to be in prayer and asking the Lord 
if you are to sow into these ministries.

July 1st

Join us as we gather together for our once-a-
month, family-friendly prayer service. This is a 
great opportunity for us to pray for our church, 
our school, our city, and our nation!

JuLY 13th

Ladies (15 & older), join us Friday, July 13th for 
Craft Night! Bring your crafts to work on and we’ll 
enjoy time fellowshipping and crafting together. 
Come and go any time from 4:30 - 10:00 pm.

JULY 28th

Saturday, July 28th is our 15th Clothing Giveaway! 
What a great opportunity to show the love of Christ 
tangibly to those in need. See the Connection Point 
for information regarding accepted donations and 
to volunteer for the event.



The End of the Story
A word from Kyla Reynolds

I have a confession to make: I am a chronic “end spoiler”. What 
I mean by that is that in books I read, I jump ahead to the last 
few pages to find out what happens. When I see new movies, I 
Google the ending before I get there. I’ve always said I like doing 
that because I’m able to pick up on more story elements I would 
have otherwise missed and see how they weave the events to 
arrive at the conclusion. While this is maybe a tiny bit true, if I’m 
being honest with myself, the deeper root boils down to one word: 
control. I don’t want to be surprised by an ending I don’t anticipate. 

Most of you know that I’m in the middle of a major life shift from the 
short testimony I gave in church back in May. A big part of this journey has been and is reconciliation 
in my relationship with my parents. Can I be really vulnerable here? I’m a bit terrified by the whole 
thing. This is unchartered territory. A path I’ve never walked down. Things have been so “wrong” in 
our relationship that I can’t even begin to imagine what it looks like being “right”. I think that’s what 
scares me the most: I don’t know the end of this particular story and I can’t Google it to find out in 
advance. I also believe that if I had a superpower, it would be jumping to the worst conclusion faster 
than the speed of light (…or sound. Whatever’s fastest, I don’t know. Science was never my forte.) 
What I do know is that the combination of realizing I can’t figure this out in advance and imagining 
the worst possible outcome have made for some dangerous thoughts in my mind and attitudes in 
my heart over the last couple of weeks.

So where does that leave me? It leaves me absolutely powerless, helpless, and unable to take any 
step toward trying to craft my own conclusion to this story. And can I spoil one ending for you? That’s 
exactly where He wants each of us to be. I read a quote this week that says, “Either worry yourself sick 
or trust your God well. That’s what it’s going to come down to.” Isaiah 46:9-10 tells us: “Remember the 
former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 
Declaring the end from the beginning, And from the ancient times things which have not been done, 
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure.” 

Bottom line: He is God, and I am not. He’s the only one who truly knows the end from the beginning. 
His purposes will be accomplished and it’s not my job to know the end from the beginning. (He’s 
got that taken care of as the Omniscient, Omnipotent God, and I’d say His doing it from before 
Earth was formed is probably better than my 30 years of limited human experience. Just sayin’.) My 
job is simply to trust Him and from that trust, walk in obedience to each step He tells me to take. It 
reminds me of this sweet little chorus: “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in 
Jesus, but to trust and obey.” Amen. 

June, July, & August

Our Ladies’ Lunch Bunch is back again this 
summer! This is a great way to fellowship with 
other women in the church at a once a month 
lunch throughout the summer. Sign up at 
Connection Point! 



7/2: Wayne & Claudia Rouse (46 years)
7/5: Joe & Keenan Kleymann (21 years)

7/7: Blake & Alicia Thinnes (1 year)
7/25: Tom & Joy Bollig (30 years)

7/31: Kyle & Taylor Tucker (2 years)

7/1: Elizabeth Molina
7/3: Doug Klotz

7/8: Brian Buhrman
7/8: Elmon Larson
7/10: Allison Frith

7/10: Rich DelSenno
7/11: Sandra Hammes
7/13: Taylor McBride
7/15: Jim McClure

7/16: Steve Tompsett

7/17: Anna Kohls
7/19: Carla Andersen

7/19: Norma Jean Hackett
7/20: Dean Tonack

7/21: Linda Lammers
7/26: Betty Hurt
7/29: Katie Start

7/29: Doug Gunthert
7/30: Steve Hempel

AnniversariesBirthdays

Birthday or anniversary not listed? Call the church office to make sure we have your info!


