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January 2018

Hello Church Family & Happy New Year!!

Welcome to 2018, and another exciting year in the life of our church. We can 
imagine the best, but God’s plans are always infinitely BIGGER & BETTER than 
anything we can come up with for ourselves.

We have prayed, planned, and prepared our church calendar with our 
expectations set on God doing new things this year. Under the umbrella of 
INTENTIONALITY, we ask you to mark your calendars and begin to pray 
over these upcoming big Church-wide events.

Here’s our 2018 prayer focus:
First of all, pray for the lost to come and find Jesus! Ask to G o d t o 
enlarge our vision and to impact our neighborhood with the love 
& compassion of Jesus. Pray for the fellowship of true family to 
flourish in our gatherings. Lastly, let’s press in to God like never 
before, asking for spiritual breakthrough and fresh fruit from the 
harvest!

It’s going be an incredible year in the Lord, and YOU play a 
significant part in making that happen! Don’t just be a spiritual 
spectator in 2018; become a participator in what God is doing at 
Emmanuel. Love y’all!

   Pastor Chris & Lisa

10 Day Prayer Initiative - Jan 22-31
Easter - April 1

Journeymen Power Lunch - April 14
Flourish Spring Fling - April 28

VBS - June 18-21
Clothing Giveaway - July 27

Friends & Family Day - August 25
Life Groups Launch - September 9

Journeymen Conference - Nov 2 & 3
Flourish Christmas Banquet - Dec 7

Christmas Eve - December 24

2018 Church Events



Sermon Series

We’re kicking off 2018 with INTENTIONALITY! Join  
us Sunday mornings as we learn to live life on purpose.    

If you can’t join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream  
channel: EF TV

Weekend to Remember

Want to attend the Weekend To Remember this spring?
March 23-25,  Cornhusker Marriott or April 6-8, Omaha Hilton

SAVE $100 per couple with group name:  EF4WTR
SAVE $150 by registering early between 1/8 - 21 

and using the group name: EF4WTR 
Call John & Destiny Penry for more details: 214-449-5327 

January 21st

If you serve in the Children’s Ministry or you’re interested in 
serving, we are holding a volunteer training & information 
meeting on Sunday, January 21st after church. This is for 
all volunteers and anyone interested in serving in the 
Children’s Ministry. Lunch and childcare will be provided.

January 22nd - 31st

We’re kicking off 2018 with 10 days of prayer! Look 
for a full prayer schedule soon, but plan on joining us 
on Sunday night January 21st at 6 PM as we launch 
our 10 Day Prayer Initiative.

January 10th

First Wednesday is January 10th, 6:00-8:00 pm. Our 
guest speakers are Jacob Borgelt from Africa Inland 
Mission and Ken Gruber from Omaha Rapid Response. 
Flourish Ladies are providing soups and salads - but we 
still need a few more ladies to sign up to bring food. Sign 
up at Connection Point.



Against Hope 
A word from Pastor Jermaine

Have you ever received bad news or have been given a bad 
report? For those who don’t know I have a twin brother named, 
Tremaine. We were born February 5th, 1980 in Jasper, Alabama, 
weighing a total (combined weight) of around 6.9 pounds. We 
were born several months premature and were so small that we 
could fit (so I’ve been told) in a small child’s shoebox. Immediately 
following our birth, (seeing our condition) the doctors gave my 
mom worst-case scenario (regarding our survival) which in turn 
left her very afraid and barely clinging to hope. In fact, the first 
few months or so the only way my mother was allowed to see 
us was by peering through the glass window of an incubator. 

Now to state the obvious- I’m here. We survived! In my case and in many such cases within the 
Bible we know the end of the story because we have the privilege of reading it or talking to the 
person after the fact. Isn’t it amazing how courageous we can be when we know how the story 
ends? We read it and we say to ourselves, ‘that’s just what I would have done.’ But if we were 
to take a step back and honestly, approach these different scenarios we might not be so robotic 
in our responses. 

The patriarch Abraham found himself in such a situation. God promised to make Abraham a 
great nation and that his descendants would be as numerous as the sand or the stars in the 
night sky. Sounds great, but Abraham and Sarah had a small problem. Sarah was unable to have 
children and was now an old woman well beyond child-bearing age. Nonetheless, scripture tells 
us in Romans 4:18 KJV “WHO AGAINST HOPE BELIEVED IN HOPE, that he might become 
the father of many nations; according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be. The 
message translation says it this way, “When everything was hopeless, Abraham believed 
anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what he saw he couldn’t do but on what God 
said he would do. And so, he was made father of a multitude of peoples…” 

Isn’t that good? Who against hope when everything was hopeless (combination of the two 
translations) believed in hope anyway. Let this be an encouragement to us. No matter what 
we’re facing, what report we’ve received or how long we’ve been in waiting let us learn from 
Abraham’s example. When there was no reason for hope, he continued hoping and believing 
that God would do what He said he would do. I’m alive today because someone(s) prayed and 
believed despite the overwhelmingly negative report that was spoken over my life. In Psalm 
42:5 AMP the Psalmist writes, “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become 
restless and disturbed within me? HOPE IN GOD and wait expectantly for Him, for I shall 
again praise Him.” No matter where we are in our story let us remain steadfast, and expectant  
in hope. 

Anchored in Hope,
Pastor Jermaine Stewart



1/27: Bill & Judy Bardon (39 years)1/2: Liz Emary
1/3: Mark Anderson
1/3: Darlene Harper

1/3: Bobbie Marquard
1/4: Angela Kohls
1/4: Sheryl Rich

1/6: Linda Beveridge
1/7: Jasmin Molina

1/8: Rod Gibb

1/10: Deanna Stewart
1/11: Roger Masloskie

1/12: Joel Lensch
1/13: Liberty Derry
1/15: Patty Jacobs

1/21: Amelia Garrett
1/23: Don Ingwersen

1/24: Peg Salmon
1/28: Ann Rosenthal

AnniversariesBirthdays

Our students enjoyed a 
Tacky Christmas Party 

in December, and while 
the pictures speak for 

themselves, we think they 
pulled off the “tacky”  

part well!


