FEBRUARY 2018

Grit: The Power of Perseverance
A word from Pastor Chris & Lisa
There’s an acronym that has become a favorite of mine: G.R.I.T.S. …..
Girls Raised In The South!! I love the undertone that Southern Belles
aren’t only prim and proper, but also carry some “grit” in them. (Well,
and we also love cheese grits!)
‘Grit’ can be defined as ‘courage and resolve; strength of character.
Backbone, determination, and strength of will. Perseverance, endurance.’
I believe this idea really reflects the tenacity that will be required in this
next season of our church.
Having just completed our 10 Day Prayer Initiative, the momentum we
are experiencing is palpable. Because we have dedicated ourselves to God through personal prayer &
fasting, taken steps to become more intentional, and gathered as a church for corporate prayer, God has
met us and is moving among us in a fresh way. Prayer paves the way for God to move!
The #1 tactic of the enemy at this point is to trip us up, wear us down, or cause us to become disoriented
while pursuing the next level in God. DON’T GIVE UP! Let’s GET SOME GRIT and keep running the
race with endurance, keeping our eyes on the prize: Jesus! He has so much more in store for us; we must
press on!
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses to the life of faith, let us
strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us
RUN with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus,
the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

February Sermon Series
Our sermon series “Intentionality” continues this month,
as we press forward toward all God has for us in 2018! If
you can’t join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream
channel: EF TV

February 7th
First Wednesday is February 7th, 6:00-8:00 pm. We will
watch a special and timely video message from Pastor
Paul Scanlon. The meal will be provided, so come hungry
and ready to hear this word! (Sign up at Connection Point
or Online. Suggested donation $5/person or $15/family.)

February 9th
We’re having a Valentine’s Dinner for couples & singles
on Friday, February 9th at 6:00 pm. $6 per person.
Childcare is provided. Sign up deadline is this Sunday,
February 4th. Come join us!

February 25th
Mark your calendars for the evening of Sunday, February
25th! We will join with 40+ other area churches at Baxter
Arena in worshiping the Lord! More details to come!

City-Wide
Celebration
WEEKEND TO REMEMBER

The Weekend To Remember ISN’T just for broken marriages. It is for
engaged couples who would like to get stared on the right foot. It is
for the long married couple who would like a weekend to focus on
each other away from the hustle and bustle. It is for the re-married
couples who are seeking a stronger blended relationship. It would
make a wonderful Valentine’s Day gift. Mega brownie points! Pick up
a brochure at the Connection Point.

Emptied to Be Filled
A word from Hannah Reynolds
Imagine for a moment that you’re thirsty. How many of you
would go grab a glass that is already full of water, then attempt
to add water to that full glass? The visual of that is a little bit
silly and would actually create a huge mess! In reality, we grab
an empty cup from the cupboard and then fill it with water. In
the same way, I think sometimes this is how we try to approach
God’s presence; but He can’t fill us until we’re emptied first.
I think our approach to God sometimes is that we have to be
“somebody” or accomplish certain things or be healed/freed
first or fix ourselves and THEN go to Him. But in reality, the
exact opposite is true. If we could fix ourselves, then Jesus wouldn’t have needed to come to
Earth to save us all and He even says He didn’t come to save those who were healthy and had
it all together. Jesus also tells us in Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”
What does being poor in spirit really mean? It doesn’t mean that we start beating ourselves up
and kick ourselves over our mistakes and failures. One of my favorite authors, Martyn LloydJones, writes, “It means a complete absence of pride, a complete absence of self-assurance
and of self-reliance. It is nothing, then, that we can produce; it is nothing we can do in
ourselves. It is just this tremendous awareness of our utter nothingness as we come face-toface with God.” Once we come to this place – this empty place of realizing there is absolutely
nothing in us of value apart from what God puts in us – THEN He can fill us. After all, a cup that’s
full doesn’t need anything in it.
One of my favorite songs is “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” and one line that always grabs
my heart is, “If you tarry ‘til you’re better, you will never come at all.” Don’t wait until you’re
better or until you have your life sorted out. In this new year, let us practice this emptying of
self so that He can fill us to all fullness and satisfaction! Let me all but guarantee you that if
there is one prayer God always answers, it’s that we would be rid of our own selves (and all that
accompanies) so that He can rule and reign in our hearts.

Looking Ahead to March: Mark Your Calendars!
March 2-3: K-5th Grade Girls Lock-In
March 4: Bless Northwest
March 16-17: K-5th Grade Boys Lock-In
More details to come, but mark your calendars
for these events now!

New Classes Starting Soon!

NEXT STEPS

This is a Sunday morning class beginning February
18th, dealing with issues of the heart. The class
will focus on foundational truths, discipleship and
equipping new and old believers alike.

RUNNING AGAINST THE WIND

This is a Wednesday night class beginning
February 21st. The class will go from 6:30-8:00
pm and the cost is $15. Childcare is provided.

Birthdays
2/1: Daniel Hempel
2/3: Faith Damme
2/3: Tom Eulberg
2/5: Jermaine Stewart
2/6: Larry Quigley
2/8: Rayna Damme
2/10: Bev Headley
2/12: Eli Vipond
2/12: Isaac Vipond
2/13: Sharon Harris
2/13: John Huffman
2/13: Janice Waldner
2/16: Dorothy Masloskie

2/17: Tami Honeysett
2/18: Caleb Damme
2/18: Troy Kohls
2/20: Laurie Swett
2/20: Carol Baas
2/20: Matt Derry
2/23: Natalie Maas
2/24: Josiah Damme
2/25: Alyssa Stewart
2/25: Lisa Frith
2/25: Keenan Kleymann
2/28: Mark Otto

Heart Matters

This is a Monday morning class beginning
February 19th, dealing with issues of the heart.
The class will go from 9:30-11:30 am and the
cost is $15. No childcare provided.

Pathfinders Men's Group

This is a Wednesday night study on Islam entitled
“What Would Mohammed Do?” beginning
February 21st. The class will go from 6:30-8:00
pm. Childcare is provided.

Anniversaries
2/14: Merlin & Peggy Davis (44 years)
2/15: Ron & Deb Stevens (32 years)
2/17: Cal & Bev Headley (60 years)
2/18: James & Diana Moeller (34 years)

Birthday or anniversary not listed? Call the church office to make sure we have your info!

