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Merry Christmas! Yes, the “most wonderful time of the year” is now upon us.  
With all the beautiful music, holiday lights, the excitement of children, not to 
mention the traditions of decorating the tree and the house, and those sweet 
family get-togethers – it’s definitely our favorite time of the year!  Of course, 
the greatest reason to celebrate this wonderful Christmas season is our Savior’s 
birth. Local Churches will be packed during the holidays and especially on 
Christmas Eve with people who normally would never step into the doors of a 
Church.  Let’s all agree together and pray that this Christmas season will truly 
be a life-changing, miraculous event in the lives of many people.

Like many Churches across this nation, we are having a special Christmas Eve 
service to celebrate and lift up the name of Jesus. Our theme this year is “The 

Thrill of Hope” which is a lyric line from one of my favorite carols, O, Holy Night, but it is the next lyrics that always 
really grab me: “the weary world rejoices”. People are desperate for hope. They would do anything to get their 
hands on it. The problem is they’re looking for it in all the wrong places. Hope is not a place or a thing. Hope is a 
person and His name is Jesus Christ. And as Christians we have that hope living in us!  We believe Christians should 
be the most hope-filled people on the planet, and that the local Church should be the most hope-overflowing place 
in the world. 

Did you know that hope is not only heard, but it’s seen and felt? People should tangibly recognize the hope of the 
world in us. I Peter 3:15 tells us to “be ready when someone ask us for the hope within”.  We should be so full of 
hope that it’s pouring over into our daily interactions with people where eventually they are pulling us aside to ask 
about the difference. We can’t wait to celebrate this Christmas season with you, and let’s show and share with this 
weary world the hope that is only found in Jesus. 
 
        We Love Y’all! 
         Pastor Chris & Lisa 



Sermon Series

Our series “Heaven On Earth” continues this 
month, leading up to Christmas Eve! If you can’t 
join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream  
channel: EF TV

Important Dates to Know

12/24: Christmas Eve Service
12/25 - 12/30: Church office closed

12/31: Normal 10:00 service; no 9:00 classes
1/3: No church activities
1/10: First Wednesday 

December 15th

Join us Saturday, December 15th for a Christmas Party at 
6:00 pm. We will also enjoy a Christmas sing-a-long and 
White Elephant gift exchange. Please bring a casserole, 
side dish, or dessert and a gift for the exchange.(Adults 
only; no childcare provided.) 

December 8th

Young Marrieds, join us Saturday, December 8th for 
“Nacho Typical Christmas”! Sign up is required. Contact 
Bethany Maas at 402-709-7865.

December 6th

First Wednesday is December 6th, 6:00-8:00 pm. Our 
guest speaker is Principal Thomas Lee from Northwest 
High School. EF is providing fried and baked chicken. We 
ask everyone bring sides as follows: Last names A-N, 
please bring a dessert. Last names O-Z, please bring a 
side dish.



The Thrill of Hope 
A word from John Penry

Have you ever been somewhere with a fountain and at the bottom lay a 
heap of coins? I remember as a child, my sister and I tried to reach in and 
grab out a few but instead I accidentally fell in.  Now imagine that each one 
of those coins at the bottom wasn’t just for some silly kid to try and get out 
for a gumball but rather represented someone’s wishful thinking or hopeful 
dreams.  Maybe for some it was a last ditch effort in hopes of a wish to come 
true. I know for me I’ve tossed a coin a time or two wishing for whatever was 
on my mind in that moment not thinking that this water isn’t magical or will 
remotely bring me the satisfaction of my heart.

There’s only one that we can completely rely on to trust with our hearts.  
Romans 8 tell us that no thing can separate us from the love of God. A God 

like that is one we can put our complete hope in, trusting that He will do what He has promised; and know that He will 
never leave us or abandon us. I can attest to these promises,  every stage of my life there has been continual evidence 
of God’s presence and that is something that we all can get excited about for our own lives.

Our hope many times; placed in other things are like those coins tossed into a fountain. They make a pitiful splash 
and effortlessly sink to the bottom and remain there. With the busyness of the holidays already upon us, it can be 
easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle only to forget who we should place our hope in and that’s Jesus. I’d 
encourage you, in this dark world we live in, get excited in knowing that we serve an unchanging God that we can 
place our complete hope and trust in and He’ll never go back on His promises or statutes. 

“Hope is the inextinguishable flicker God ignites in our souls to keep us believing in the prevailing power of His light 
even when we are surrounded by utter darkness.” –Lee Strobel

Merry Christmas from the EF Staff!



12/14: Dwayne & Bridgette Burgess (18 years)
12/17: Jerry & Brenda Renner (34 years)
12/18: Jim & Linda Beveridge (46 years)
12/21: Rick & Joanne Clayton (46 years)

12/28: Bob & Natalie Barr (49 years)

12/1: Bill Lowrey
12/2: Cora Behrens

12/4: Jenny Ingwersen
12/4: Lily Penry

12/4: Deb Stevens
12/8: Michael Jacobs
12/11: Jim Beveridge

12/11: Jeff Dorau
12/12: Dwayne Burgess
12/14: Elizabeth Dorau

12/15: Mike Dickmeyer
12/16: Kevin Colabello
12/16: Heather Vipond
12/17: Kathy Thornton
12/19: Ja’vonte Reed

12/26: Jared Carstensen
12/28: Susan Lensch

12/29: Clarine Leinart
12/30: Caryl Larsen

AnniversariesBirthdays

Join us for this 
one-hour, family-friendly 

service at 10:30 am on 
Christmas Eve. 

Doors open at 10:00 
for coffee, cocoa, 

cinnamon rolls, and 
a free family photo! 

We are thrilled to welcome Jermaine 
& Deanna Stewart and their children 
Alanah, Asher, & Alyssa to Emmanuel 
Fellowship!  

Jermaine is serving as an Associate 
Pastor with direct leadership over 
Student Ministry.


