
Getting to the Root of It
A word from Pastor Chris & Lisa

April 2018

If I’ve heard it once I’ve heard it a hundred times. Today, the 
Lowe’s cashier said it to me while paying for my lightbulbs. “You 
know this isn’t normal right?”  Of course, they’re all talking about 
our present wave of crazy Nebraska weather. I’m told that we’re 
in spring, but it feels like old man winter just doesn’t want to let go. 
When spring does arrive – or maybe we’ll skip spring altogether 
and go right into summer – those persistent, hearty weeds will be 
there to greet us. 

Why is it so hard to cultivate the beautiful things I desire in my 
life and so easy for the negative things to grow naturally without any effort? If I want to have 
a beautiful flowerbed or a productive vegetable garden, it’s going to come with some serious 
intentionality. Planning, planting, tending, and most of all…weeding! If I don’t pull the weed 
by the root I can be 100% certain it will come back quickly. Causing it to disappear on the 
surface doesn’t meant it was dealt with under the surface. 

As we move forward in 2018 with INTENTIONALITY, may we be diligent to deal with the 
root systems of our hearts. Let’s don’t just maintain the surface, but let’s allow the Holy Spirit 
to go into those deep and possibly painful places. He is more than able to pull the weeds from 
the root, and nourish the soil of the beautiful things. 
      
      Believing with you, 
        Pastor Chris & Lisa



APRIL Sermon Series

Join us as we continue our study in the book of Nehemiah!  
If you can’t join us on Sunday, click here for our live stream  
channel or to watch past sermons: EF TV

April 14th

Calling all men! In lieu of the monthly men’s breakfast this month, 
we’re gathering for lunch, starting at noon. We’re serving hot dogs, 
hamburgers, and all the fixin’s! Pastor Jermaine will be bringing the 
word, so invite a friend and join us! Cost is $5/person. (Open to all men 
ages 18+.)

APRIL 29th

If you’re newer to Emmanuel and want to learn more about 
the church, plan to join our Newcomer’s Dinner, Sunday 
April 29th from 6:00 - 7:30 pm. Childcare is provided, and 
registration is required in advance. Sign up at Connection 
Point or call the church office.

April 15th

If you’re wanting to be water baptized on Sunday April 
15th, there is still one more opportunity to attend the 
required baptism class Sunday, April 8th at 9:00 am. 
Call the church office for more information. 

April 8th

Join us Sunday night April 8th for our monthly prayer 
service from 6:00-7:00 pm. This is an opportunity for 
us to gather corporately in a family-friendly environment 
and seek the heart of God together! 



A Journey to the Holy Land
A word from Pastor Mike & Sharon Harris

Do you have a “bucket list?” I’m sure there are things that you plan to do or hope to do someday. On my list 
are things that I’m pretty sure will happen and others that are only dreams. One dream of mine came true in 
February because of you, our wonderful Emmanuel family. When Mike stepped down as pastor in May 2016, 
your gift to us was a trip to the Holy Land and we finally did it. We can’t possibly thank you enough for such an 
amazing experience. We bragged on you to our tour group and were amazed that we were there the whole 
time.

We began our journey in Egypt. Isn’t that where we all begin…lost and worshiping the gods of our own 
making?  As we moved from Cairo to the Red Sea and the Sinai desert, we were amazed at just how desolate 
the wilderness really is.  We believe that, although the Lord had brought His people out of Egypt, He still had 
so much to do to get Egypt out of them. And isn’t that true of us?  In Jordan, we went to the top of what is 
believed to be Mt. Nebo where Moses was able to look into the Promised Land. Deuteronomy 34 says that 
God buried Moses somewhere near there, but “to this day, no one knows where his grave is.” I love the 
thought that although the Lord disciplined Moses, they had such an intimate relationship that the Lord took 
care of his burial personally. 

We saw and experienced so many things but perhaps the most interesting aspect was the group we were 
with. We assumed we were in the “Christian” group, and that the people would all be believers. But for many 
people, this trip represented a few more countries to cross off their list. After our initial disappointment, we 
decided the Lord knew exactly what He was doing (imagine that!!!) and who we should be with on this trip. 
We asked Him to make us the aroma of Christ and little by little, Mike became the unofficial pastor of the 
group.  Our tour guide asked Mike to read scripture at every important stop.  It was sweet and exciting to 
watch this unfold. One young chaplain in training in our group asked if Mike would baptize him when we got 
to the Jordan River in Israel.  Mike said he would be honored and by the time we got to the Jordan, there 
were 8 others. Mike felt he should have a short baptism class (of course) so that everyone was clear on the 
meaning and purpose of what they were doing. A few gave their testimonies as we met together and it was 
an incredible time for everyone.

Being on the Sea of Galilee was really special and many other places were absolutely amazing. It was 
unbelievable to look over Jerusalem and realize all that has happened there through hundreds of years. But 
there were heartbreaking aspects too. Almost all of the important sites in the Jerusalem area have huge 
churches with ornate pictures and statues. We couldn’t help but think that those things do not depict our 
Lord’s simple but powerful life and that was sad.  And yet we were in awe that we were in the place where our 
Lord had walked and taught, died and rose again.

In the garden where the tomb is thought to be, Mike taught about and served communion.  Our last day was 
a Sunday and unscheduled so some of us walked to Jerusalem Baptist Church for their service. It was so sweet 
to worship and sing with believers from all over the world that were also visiting and to hear a clear message 
of repentance and faith. It was the “icing on the cake.” 

How can we possibly adequately thank you for this unbelievable gift? There is so much more to share and we 
are still processing many aspects of the trip. It’s amazing to read scripture and realize that we have been in a 
place mentioned. But it’s also good to know that we can be convinced and believe without making such a trip 
and that God’s presence is not confined to a particular place.

You may not get to make a trip like this but we will all have opportunity to see even more amazing things if we 
have repented and given Jesus His rightful place in our lives. In Revelation 21 it says we will one day see the 
New Jerusalem, that that city will not need the sun or the moon to shine because the Lamb will be its light and 
its gates will never be shut, for there will be no night there. He will wipe every tear from our eyes and there 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain there. Now that’s a trip to we should all plan to make!
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AnniversariesBirthdays

Birthday or anniversary not listed? Call the church office to make sure we have your info!

Save the date, ladies! 
Our Flourish Spring Brunch is May 5th at 10am. Join us for a sweet time of fellowship and 

encouragement with our special guest speaker, Rachel Scott!
($10 per person; you must pre-register.)


