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Introduction 
What book are we examining on Wednesday nights? What do you remember about Mark? The theme of Mark is 
Acts of the Servant King. This is the major theme. I also think there is a minor theme, which is discipleship. Mark 
wrote his gospel to give an account of the acts of the servant king so that his readers would understand why he 
deserved their discipleship. We ended last time with these words: Mark may have combined a rescue and an 
epiphany story. The point of this passage is to reveal Jesus’ identity as God in human flesh. It is the conclusion of 
an entire section meant to teach the reader about Jesus’ identity. It answers the question of the other difficult 
night crossing of the Galilean Sea from Mark 4:41, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? It is 
God. The disciples were provided ample evidence of Jesus’ identity. He walked on the water, stilled the wind, and 
Mark referenced the miraculous feeding of thousands. The reader is given ample opportunity as well to 
understand Jesus’ identity. Mark uses charged Old Testament vocabulary and themes to make it evident that this 
story is about Jesus revealing himself as God. Jesus comes down from the mountain, plans to pass by the disciples 
and declares to them, I am. Sadly, when God revealed himself to them, the disciples did what we often do, they 
failed to recognize him.  
 
Form & Structure 
Our passage is the first in the third and final subdivision in the first half of Mark. I have extensive outlines of the 
Gospel of Mark available in the foyer if you would like one. This third subdivision is called, Acts of Ministry Beyond 
Galilee. Why is the King ministering beyond Galilee? Some believe it is because he has done extensive ministry 
within Galilee. Others note that the religious authorities were plotting his demise and surmise that synagogues 
were becoming closed to him. Like most things in life, I doubt there is one single reason, but a combination of 
these things and others that led to his ministry beyond Galilee.  This is also when Christ’s ministry was at its apex 
with large crowds following him and seeking him. Our passage conveys his extensive notoriety. 
 
Read Mark 6:53-56 – My translation reads:  53 Then they crossed over to the land, came to Gennesaret and came to 
anchor. 54 And coming out of the boat, they immediately recognized him. 55 They ran around that entire region and 
began to carry around the pallets of the sick to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he entered, into 
villages, or to cities or to fields in the marketplaces, they laid down the diseased and implored him if they might 
touch even the tassel of his garment, and as many as touched him where made well.    
 
This passage is classified as a summary report. It is similar to the passage in Mark 3:7-12, which functions as a 
beginning summary of a section that stretches to our passage tonight. Some see traces of the source document 
Mark relied upon when writing his gospel in this section. They believed it originally began with this summary 
prelude in Mark 3, included all the passages focusing on the miraculous powers of Christ to heal and have 
authority over evil spirits. The focal point of this entire section would be the woman with the issue of blood, who 
demonstrated that healing was preceded by faith. Whatever the original source document may have been, if you 
subscribe to this theory, our passage tonight would bring the miraculous healing section to close. There are many 
imperfect verbs, which suggest that it is describing an extended period of time. It teaches us about Recognizing the 
King.  
 
TS – Recognizing the King means . . . 
 
1. Approaching Him (vs. 53-55) 
Look at v. 53, Then they crossed over to the land, came to Gennesaret and came to anchor. There is some tension 
between this verse and v. 45 that we saw last week. It said that the disciples had been headed to Bethsaida. Most 
people do not see a conflict between these two verses. Some point out that the Mark says they were headed 
towards Bethsaida and happened to moor at Gennesaret. Others mention that the destination may have changed 
after their rough night of rowing and that this may have been the nearest place to dock. Regardless, the disciples 
made it across the Sea of Galilee. Look at v. 54, And coming out of the boat, they immediately recognized him. You 
may be noticing a familiar theme. They recognized him when they were getting into the boat in an earlier passage 
and ran to arrive at his destination before the boat reached the other shore. Now he is disembarking and he is 
immediately recognized. His fame and notoriety, which was greatly enhanced by sending out the six pairs of 
disciples to amplify his ministry, made him recognizable to people he had never met. I believe this recognition 
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began an extended period of Jesus’ healing ministry in what was a gentile area or at least known to be considered 
foreign to people who spoke Aramaic, which would mean the Jews according to ancient historians.  
 
Look at v. 55, They ran around that entire region and began to carry around the pallets of the sick to wherever they 
heard he was. Similar to the other time he was recognized, people started running. People ran from all over the 
region to bring their sick to him. We will see in the following verse that his ministry in this area was extensive. 
These people understood that he had the power to heal, which is why they brought the sick to him. They 
recognized Jesus as someone who wielded God’s supernatural power and authority. They recognized the king and 
came to him. People who needed his power came to him in order to receive it. This was either for themselves, or 
on the behalf of someone else. They ran to receive his power. How did they approach the King? They approached 
him with great urgency. 
 
TS – Recognizing the King means approaching him and . . .  
 
2. Believing in His Power (vs. 55-56) 
As we saw and discussed in v. 55, They ran around that entire region and began to carry around the pallets of the 
sick to wherever they heard he was, these people approached the king, because they believed he had the power to 
make the difference in their lives and in the lives of people they cared about. Their faith in his power was as great 
as the woman who had the issue of blood that we read about in Mark 5. Look at v. 56, And wherever he entered, 
into villages, or to cities or to fields in the marketplaces . . . Jesus went all over this region doing ministry. In villages 
and in cities, people brought the sick to him at the marketplace, because they believed he had the power to heal 
them. He also went out into the fields or the countryside and people came to him there as well, trusting his power 
could make the difference for them. Look at the next part of v. 56, they laid down the diseased and implored him if 
they might touch even the tassel of his garment, and as many as touched him where made well.   People ran to 
Jesus wherever he was and brought the sick to him. They believed with great faith similar to the woman with the 
issue of blood, that just touching his garment would affect miraculous, supernatural healing of the sick.  
 
Why would they think touching his garment would be good enough? In their time and place, it was believed that 
the powers of a healing extended to their clothing and even their shadow. This is evident in extra-biblical 
literature, but there are traces of it in the New Testament as well. In Acts 19:11-12 it says, and God was doing 
extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were 
carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. Like the woman with the 
issue of blood, their faith was great in Jesus’ power to heal. Maybe it was a little superstitious, but it was great 
faith. They did not think Jesus needed to do some kind of healing dance, sacrifice a few sheep and pray for two 
hours to heal them. They believed a brief touch of his clothing was more than enough to receive a miracle.  
 
This is exactly what they received. Look at the final part of v. 56, and as many as touched him where made well.   
Those that reached out in faith, believing his power, were made whole. This verb I have translated as made whole 
is one we have seen several times in conjunction with the passages about Jesus’ miraculous healing of different 
people. Most translations render the word as healed or cured. The verb is actually sozo, which is where we get our 
term soteriology, which is the theological study of salvation. The verb meant to heal or to save from mortal danger. 
It is the word that came to be used to describe salvation in the early church. What I want you to understand is that 
these people were not simply healed of physical afflictions, but they were made whole. I believe they were healed 
spiritually, saved by the King’s power and delivered from the dominion of evil spirits. Their faith and belief in his 
power enabled Jesus to miraculously make a difference in their lives, saving them, restoring them, making them 
whole both physically and spiritually.   
 
Application 
Is there a way to apply these verses to our lives today? 
 
v. 54 - And coming out of the boat, they immediately recognized him. You must recognize Jesus as King. You must 
realize that he is the only one who has the power to change things and make the difference in our lives. Any other 
power is only a short-term solution. Relationship will disappoint you. The government will fail you. Even churches, 
despite the best of intentions will make mistakes. We must recognize that Jesus is our King and the only true 
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source of difference making power that is available to us. These gentiles recognized Jesus as King. They recognized 
his supernatural power. All of us could be more like them in our recognition of the King. 
 
v. 55 - They ran around that entire region and began to carry around the pallets of the sick to wherever they heard 
he was. The recognized Jesus as King and they believed in his supernatural power. It is obvious that they believed, 
because they approached him with urgency. I imagine some were sick that were able to travel to Jesus and receive 
healing. Others were loved ones that people took to wherever Jesus was. They not only recognized who Jesus was, 
but they believed he could change their situation or the situation of someone they loved and make the difference. 
When we have problems that seem unsolvable, we must run to our King, believe his power and request his 
supernatural deliverance. This is what they people were doing by touching the tassels of his clothing in v. 56, they 
laid down the diseased and implored him if they might touch even the tassel of his garment, and as many as 
touched him where made well. If we want our rough circumstances, unsolvable problems and terrible situations to 
be made well, then we must run to the King, believe on his power and request his miraculous intervention. Instead 
of waiting until we are out of all other options, I wish we would learn to begin by approaching the King in faith 
when life is hard so that we can be made whole. 
 
Conclusion 
Our passage is a concluding summary of an extended period of ministry that began when the anchored at 
Gennesaret. This is also a conclusion to a section about Jesus’ miraculous healings that began back in chapter 3. 
Again and again we have seen that the King has the power to heal and when he heals, he heals completely, 
physically and spiritually. These Gentiles, who Jews considered to be very far from God, understood and 
recognized Jesus as King, as the divine representative of the Creator and acted accordingly. They urgently 
approached him, running to him to seek his power to heal those they cared about. They believed his power could 
completely change things and heal people who had lost all hope of being well. Again and again, there faith in his 
power was rewarded by miraculous healing that made people well.  


