
ADVENT READING GUIDE 
[Reading Guide for Advent 2017] 
ADVENT 2017: “THY KINGDOM COME” 

Week 1 – Hope 

[Read] 
Take some time this week to consider and meditate on following passages… 
GENESIS 3:1–15   
The fall of man. Despite the bleakness of the circumstances, God injects a strong note of hope in 
verse 15—the first prediction of the coming of Jesus. 

GENESIS 22:1-18   
God promises that through faithful Abraham “all nations on earth will be blessed.” This is astonishing; 
God is going to save his people through Abraham’s family. 

MATTHEW 1:1–25   
Matthew starts with the genealogy—who is Jesus, what are his roots, who is his family—and then tells 
the story of the angel of the Lord coming to Joseph in a dream. “Immanuel” is the name given to 
Jesus in this annunciation text. It means: “God with us.” Consider what it means that Jesus Christ is 
God and is with us. 

ISAIAH 11:1–9   
Another prediction of the coming Messiah King. Matthew 1:1–17 makes a point of showing us who 
Jesus’ family is because of the words of God in the book of Isaiah that spoke of Jesus as a “shoot 
from the stump of Jesse.” 

MICAH 5:2–4   
A prophecy which both pinpoints the exact location of the Messiah’s birth, as well as telling us about 
his character and power. 
  
ISAIAH 53:1–12   
The great theme of this section of Isaiah’s prophecies is Jesus Christ in his sufferings. The kingly 
qualifications described in Isaiah are so matchless that only the coming of the Lord himself can fulfill 
them. The question is: How can any king be powerful enough to liberate us from slavery and 
bondage? The answer: Only one who is God himself. 
  
ISAIAH 60:1–22   
A prophecy and description of the New Jerusalem—the future glorious state that Christ will usher in 
when he comes again. 

[Confess]  
Most merciful God, we confess that we, as a [World, Nation, City, etc.] have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and 
we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. (~ from the 
Episcopal Book of Common Prayer) 

Sunday: World  
Monday: Nation  
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Tuesday: City  
Wednesday: Church  
Thursday: Grace Church 
Friday: Family  
Saturday: Self  

[Stop]  
Begin your day with 5 minutes of prayer and reflection, specifically visualizing the expected events 
and interactions of your upcoming day and asking the Holy Spirit to be present with you.  

[Yearn]  
At one point in time during the week, light the 1st Advent candle and read and/or recite together:  

“My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait 
for the morning.” ~ Psalm 130:6  

Reflect on the specific ways you and/or your household are waiting for God’s intervention in your 
lives. 


