
CHRIST REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: May we reflectively consider the sacrifice required to give us the hope, peace, joy, 
and love we speak so much of.  Indeed, Jesus was born to suffer and die before his victory 
and resurrection. So, this Christmas, may we celebrate the coming of the Messiah by 
savoring and sharing his sacrificial love.  
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas.  Help us to keep 
Christ as our focus today and always.                   

(Light the Christ Candle)  

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 
Elder: Heavenly Father, as we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we confess to you 
that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us. 
Elder: Lord, you have showered us with blessings by revealing in Jesus just how precious we 
are to you. 
All: You have given us a commandment of love. Holy One, help us to repent. Help us to 
faithfully show the good news of your shalom to those around us. Amen. 

(sacrament instructions)  
Elder: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
Elder: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Elder: And as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen. 
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Hello friends. Merry Christmas and welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for 
joining us this Christmas Eve. May your Christmas be full of the peace, hope, 

love, and joy found in the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ –  
the true gift of Christmas.  

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this.”    - Isaiah 9:6-7 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— and 

he will delight in the fear of the Lord.  He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 
decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  Righteousness 

will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the 

cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  They will neither 
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”   -Isaiah 11:1-9 

ABOUT THE ADVENT WREATH: One of the ways many churches mark the time of this special 
season is with an Advent Wreath. The evergreens help to symbolize the new and everlasting 
life found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The wreath consists of five candles: four colorful 
candles around the wreath and one "Christ" candle in the center. As each candle is lit and 
the narrative of Christ’s birth and ministry is told, the growing light and development of the 
story progressively reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world who has come into the 
darkness of our lives to bring newness of life. Each candle, surrounding the Christ candle, is 
typically assigned a specific theme. In our case: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. 
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HOPE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: Faithful God, help us to know and experience your hope. May we have eyes to 
see and recall your faithfulness in our life. And may our looking back shed light on the 
way forward into the future you have secured for us — a future of hope and promise. 
May we not be held back or stifled by resentment or regret over the past; rather, may 
you graciously flood our hearts with hope in your ability to be our complete remedy. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the hope of the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. Awaken 
us and stir us into courageous actions of faith and love. Arouse our hearts and minds to 
receive anew the hope found in Christ, clearing out the brush of materialism, prejudice, 
selfishness, over-indulgence and hopelessness. Amen.  

(Light the Hope Candle) 

PEACE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today. We need your peace in our hearts, 
in our minds, in our lives, in our homes, in our families, in our church, and in our world. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the peace found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord; 
and help us to slow down and seek out the peace you provide, so we may become 
instruments of your peace. Amen. 

(Light the Peace Candle) 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 

pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”).  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their 

marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”   
  - Matthew 1: 18-25 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  You will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, 

“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive 

is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  - Luke 1:26-38 

JOY REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: God of Joy, as we recall the birth of Christ in ancient Bethlehem, may we daily 
experience the joy of Christ’s rebirth in the ‘Bethlehems' of our hearts, homes, and lives. 
This Christmas, help us to remember the Savior who brings joy to the world. Not just a 
future joy, but a joy we can experience in the here and now. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the joy found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. And 
may that joy become a strength to us and to all those around us. Amen.  

(Light the Joy Candle) 

LOVE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: God of Enduring Love, your love brings healing to our lives. May this Advent 
remind us that you have come and will come into the mess and mire of our everyday 
life. May it remind us of your always and forever love revealed in the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and teach us how to love others as we have been and 
forever will be loved by you.  
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the love found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. 
Where there is fear, we invite your love. Where there is hatred, we invite your love.  And 
where there is resentment, unforgiveness, and regret, we invite your love. Amen.  

(Light the Love Candle) 

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.  So Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen 

him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told.”   - Luke 2:1-20



HOPE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: Faithful God, help us to know and experience your hope. May we have eyes to 
see and recall your faithfulness in our life. And may our looking back shed light on the 
way forward into the future you have secured for us — a future of hope and promise. 
May we not be held back or stifled by resentment or regret over the past; rather, may 
you graciously flood our hearts with hope in your ability to be our complete remedy. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the hope of the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. Awaken 
us and stir us into courageous actions of faith and love. Arouse our hearts and minds to 
receive anew the hope found in Christ, clearing out the brush of materialism, prejudice, 
selfishness, over-indulgence and hopelessness. Amen.  

(Light the Hope Candle) 

PEACE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today. We need your peace in our hearts, 
in our minds, in our lives, in our homes, in our families, in our church, and in our world. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the peace found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord; 
and help us to slow down and seek out the peace you provide, so we may become 
instruments of your peace. Amen. 

(Light the Peace Candle) 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 

pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”).  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their 

marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”   
  - Matthew 1: 18-25 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  You will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, 

“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive 

is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  - Luke 1:26-38 

JOY REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: God of Joy, as we recall the birth of Christ in ancient Bethlehem, may we daily 
experience the joy of Christ’s rebirth in the ‘Bethlehems' of our hearts, homes, and lives. 
This Christmas, help us to remember the Savior who brings joy to the world. Not just a 
future joy, but a joy we can experience in the here and now. 
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the joy found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. And 
may that joy become a strength to us and to all those around us. Amen.  

(Light the Joy Candle) 

LOVE REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: God of Enduring Love, your love brings healing to our lives. May this Advent 
remind us that you have come and will come into the mess and mire of our everyday 
life. May it remind us of your always and forever love revealed in the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and teach us how to love others as we have been and 
forever will be loved by you.  
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the love found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. 
Where there is fear, we invite your love. Where there is hatred, we invite your love.  And 
where there is resentment, unforgiveness, and regret, we invite your love. Amen.  

(Light the Love Candle) 

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.  So Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen 

him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told.”   - Luke 2:1-20



CHRIST REFLECTION + RESPONSE:  
ELDER: May we reflectively consider the sacrifice required to give us the hope, peace, joy, 
and love we speak so much of.  Indeed, Jesus was born to suffer and die before his victory 
and resurrection. So, this Christmas, may we celebrate the coming of the Messiah by 
savoring and sharing his sacrificial love.  
ALL: Gracious God, fill us with hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas.  Help us to keep 
Christ as our focus today and always.                   

(Light the Christ Candle)  

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 
Elder: Heavenly Father, as we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we confess to you 
that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us. 
Elder: Lord, you have showered us with blessings by revealing in Jesus just how precious we 
are to you. 
All: You have given us a commandment of love. Holy One, help us to repent. Help us to 
faithfully show the good news of your shalom to those around us. Amen. 

(sacrament instructions)  
Elder: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
Elder: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Elder: And as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen. 
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Hello friends. Merry Christmas and welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for 
joining us this Christmas Eve. May your Christmas be full of the peace, hope, 

love, and joy found in the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ –  
the true gift of Christmas.  

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this.”    - Isaiah 9:6-7 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— and 

he will delight in the fear of the Lord.  He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 
decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  Righteousness 

will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the 

cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  They will neither 
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”   -Isaiah 11:1-9 

ABOUT THE ADVENT WREATH: One of the ways many churches mark the time of this special 
season is with an Advent Wreath. The evergreens help to symbolize the new and everlasting 
life found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The wreath consists of five candles: four colorful 
candles around the wreath and one "Christ" candle in the center. As each candle is lit and 
the narrative of Christ’s birth and ministry is told, the growing light and development of the 
story progressively reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world who has come into the 
darkness of our lives to bring newness of life. Each candle, surrounding the Christ candle, is 
typically assigned a specific theme. In our case: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. 
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