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Hello friends. Welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for choosing to seek, grow, and 
worship with us today. All are welcome. 

ADVENT REFLECTION + RESPONSE WEEK #3 - JOY 
Reader: Lord, through the prophets of Israel, you promised an enduring and future joy, 
and at Christ’s birth, the angel announced a "joy for all people.” You are the source of 
true joy. Through your Gospel, you freely offer joy to all. You invite us into the kingdom 
where there is no more death, sadness, crying, or pain. 
All: May we seek and rest in your joy. 
Reader: God of Joy, reveal yourself to us today. We need your joy in our homes, in our 
families, in our church, and in our world. Help us to slow down and to restfully rejoice in 
your presence. 

(Light the Hope, Peace, and Joy Candle.) 
Reader: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait in joyful expectation. 
All: Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our 
preparations for Christmas. We, who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear 
your voice each day. We, who are anxious over many things, look forward to your 
coming among us. We, who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of 
your kingdom. We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence. We, are 
your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, “Come Lord 
Jesus!” 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
Reader: Luke 2:1-35 
All: May the Lord add his blessing to the reading, hearing, and doing of his holy Word.  

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 
Elder: Heavenly Father, as we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we confess to 
you that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us. 
Elder: Lord, you have showered us with blessings by revealing in Jesus just how precious 
we are to you. 
All: You have given us a commandment of love. Holy One, help us to repent. Help us to 
faithfully show the good news of your shalom to those around us. Amen. 

(sacrament instructions) 

�

Hello friends. Welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for choosing to seek, grow, and 
worship with us today. All are welcome. 

ADVENT REFLECTION + RESPONSE WEEK #3 - JOY 
Reader: Lord, through the prophets of Israel, you promised an enduring and future joy, 
and at Christ’s birth, the angel announced a "joy for all people.” You are the source of 
true joy. Through your Gospel, you freely offer joy to all. You invite us into the kingdom 
where there is no more death, sadness, crying, or pain. 
All: May we seek and rest in your joy. 
Reader: God of Joy, reveal yourself to us today. We need your joy in our homes, in our 
families, in our church, and in our world. Help us to slow down and to restfully rejoice in 
your presence. 

(Light the Hope, Peace, and Joy Candle.) 
Reader: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait in joyful expectation. 
All: Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our 
preparations for Christmas. We, who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear 
your voice each day. We, who are anxious over many things, look forward to your 
coming among us. We, who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of 
your kingdom. We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence. We, are 
your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, “Come Lord 
Jesus!” 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
Reader: Luke 2:1-35 
All: May the Lord add his blessing to the reading, hearing, and doing of his holy Word. 

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 
Elder: Heavenly Father, as we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we confess to 
you that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us. 
Elder: Lord, you have showered us with blessings by revealing in Jesus just how precious 
we are to you. 
All: You have given us a commandment of love. Holy One, help us to repent. Help us to 
faithfully show the good news of your shalom to those around us. Amen. 

(sacrament instructions)  

                 

 G r a c e  C h u r c h  o f  D u n e d i n
 

TheGracelet 
  Today’s Sermon: 

   THE SONG OF ANGELS  
   AND A DYING MAN  

                        SONGS OF ADVENT 

                     December 10, 2017 

ADVENT 
Week 3: 
JOY

                 

 G r a c e  C h u r c h  o f  D u n e d i n
 

TheGracelet 
  Today’s Sermon: 

   THE SONG OF ANGELS  
   AND A DYING MAN  

                        SONGS OF ADVENT 

                     December 10, 2017 

ADVENT 
Week 3: 
JOY



Elder: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Elder: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Elder: And as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER + BENEDICTION: 
Elder: Jesus, thank you for this time of worship together.  May we continue to focus on 
making room in our individual hearts for the hope, peace, joy, and love that only You 
can provide.  
All: Lord, help us to go out with joy and confidence to love and serve the world, for we 
do not go alone. 

(Silently pray for someone you know in need of God’s help.) 

Elder: God of Advent, in faith and anticipation of You working good things in our life, 
we have lit the Candle of Joy and we offer up our prayers, knowing that You care 
deeply about each and every one of our situations. 
All: Lord, help us to resist the urge for more during this season, and instead seek to give 
more of our time and resources to those who need it. Let us focus on putting others 
before ourselves, and knowing when to just listen. Guide us, Lord, in showing love, 
instead of selfishness. We need your presence, and ask You to show us our spiritual 
strengths and how to put them to good use. In you we find our true joy. 

(closing words) 
Elder: Grace + peace to all of you… 
All: And to you as well. 
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