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Hello friends. Welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for choosing to seek, grow, and 
worship with us today. All are welcome. 

REFLECTION + RESPONSE: 
Reader: Heavenly Father, we have come together in the name of Christ to offer our 
praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive your holy word, to pray for our needs and 
for the needs of the world, and to rest in the forgiveness of our sins found in Christ Jesus, 
and to be reminded, no matter what tragedies may come, that our remedy, our 
answers, our consolation, our love, and our hope is always found in you. 
All: Holy One, we pause to remember that you made the earth and all who live in it. We 
remember that you became incarnate in Jesus Christ, so that through him we might 
experience the depth and width of your  salvific and unquenchable love. 

Reader: We come together to be taught and reminded to think, love, and live as 
citizens of your kingdom, where Christ reigns as King for ever and ever. 

All: And may we seek your kingdom and your way above all else. 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead  us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
Reader: Matthew 7:1-12 

All: May the Lord add his blessing to the reading, hearing, and doing of his holy Word.  

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 

Elder: Heavenly Father, we confess to you that we have sinned by our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
All: Lord, have mercy on us. 
Elder: We acknowledge our tendency to neglect what is most important, to not love 
you with our whole self, to not love and serve our neighbors, and to not forgive others 
as we have been forgiven. 
All: Lord, we confess. 
Elder: When tragedy and misfortune fall upon others, we admit how prone we are to  
become numb, unsympathetic, or even despondent rather than prayerfully 
considering the pain and suffering of others.  

All: Lord, forgive us. 
(silent confession) 

* continued on other side * 
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Elder: Accept our repentance of our frequent and wrongful ostracizing judgements we 
cast upon others. Help us to be humble and wise, to love, and accept and serve… 

All: So that we may show forth your generosity and love to those around us. Amen. 

(silent reflection) 

Elder: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Elder: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER + BENEDICTION: 
ELDER: Father, you have called to a particular way of living. Help us to be faithful 
followers of Christ —to seek the lost, to be unafraid to see in a stranger the image of 
Christ and in a “sinner” a brother or sister for whom Christ died and rose. Give us the 
courage to resist evil, to do good unto others, and to forgive. Empower us as individuals 
and as a church to be kind, full of truth, and to do your will. 

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

ELDER: Lord, hear our prayers for our family and our friends, for our church, for our 
community, and for our world.  

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer. 

ELDER: All these things we pray in the name of Christ Jesus, the KING of heaven come 
to earth; who is our life, our hope, our daily bread, our wisdom, and our refuge.   Amen. 

(closing words…) 

Elder: Grace + peace to all of you… 

All: And to you as well. 
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