
ABOUT GRACE CHURCH: 
Grace Church seeks to be a community of CHANGED PEOPLE  

who are committed to SERVING + RENEWING the greater Dunedin area  
through a movement of the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ. 

Grace Church is an inter-denominational church in Dunedin, Florida, striving to live 
out the Biblical command to love God and one another. This means worshipping 
and following Jesus Christ not only through our words, but also through the lives we 
lead. And ALL ARE WELCOME to follow Jesus with us. 

Join us for our Sunday Gathering: 
Sundays at 10am 

Dunedin High School 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING + RENEWING WITH US! 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.  

Acts 20:35  

2016 was a great year for Grace Church! And with your support we were able 
to finish The Huntley, feed nearly 50 underprivileged kids in the greater Dunedin 
area each week (via The Dunedin Give-Back and Pack-A-Snack), provided 
hundreds of Bibles for the Pinellas County Jail, donated supplies to Dunedin 
teachers, gave aid toward the Syrian refugee crisis (locally and abroad), 
donated funds to Haitian hurricane victims, blessed over 35 international kids 
via Operation Christmas Child, regularly assisted with local benevolence, and 
much more! 

Let’s keep going! We look forward to serving with you in 2017!  

  

 GIVING + FINANCES: 
     

  Monthly Operating Expenses: $10,263.82 

  December’s General Income (as of 12.20.16): $5,072.05 

  November’s Total General  Income: $9,575.62 

  Make checks payable to: 

Grace Church of Dunedin             PO Box #421 Dunedin, FL 34697 

Thank you for your faithful  giv ing! 

 CONNECT WITH GRACE CHURCH: 
 facebook.com/GCofDunedin       instagram.com/GCofDunedin 

727.487.2188       info@GraceChurchofDunedin.com 

  Download the Grace Church App! 

              

www.GCofDunedin.com 

!  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on  
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

Righteousness will be his belt 
and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

Isaiah 11:1-5 

Hello friends. Merry Christmas and welcome to Grace Church! Thank you for 
joining us this Christmas Eve. May your Christmas be full of the peace, hope, love, 
and joy found in the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ – the true gift of Christmas. 

OPENING PRAYER: (By Henri Nouwen) 
ELDER: Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit 
upon our preparations for Christmas. 
We who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 
We who are anxious over many things, look forward to your coming among us. We 
who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We 
whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence. 
We who are your people, walk in darkness, yet seek the light. 

ALL: To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus.”  Amen. 
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ABOUT THE ADVENT WREATH: 
One of the ways many churches mark the time of this special season is with an 
Advent Wreath. The evergreens help to symbolize the new and everlasting life 
found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The wreath consists of five candles: four 
colorful candles around the wreath and one "Christ" candle in the center. As each 
candle is lit and narrative of Christ’s birth and ministry told, the growing light and 
development of the story progressively reminds us that Jesus is the light of the 
world who has come into the darkness of our lives to bring newness of life. Each 
candle, surrounding the Christ candle, is typically assigned a specific theme. In our 
case: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. 

HOPE REFLECTION + RESPONSE: 
ELDER: Faithful God, help us to know and experience your hope. May we have 
eyes to see and recall your faithfulness in our life. And may our looking back shed 
light on the way forward into the future you have secured for us — a future of 
hope and promise. May we not be held back or stifled by resentment or regret 
over the past; rather, may you graciously flood our hearts with hope in your ability 
to be our complete remedy. 

ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the hope of the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. 
Awaken us and stir us into courageous actions of faith and love. Arouse our hearts 
and minds to receive anew the hope found in Christ, clearing out the brush of 
materialism, prejudice, selfishness, over-indulgence and hopelessness. Amen. 

PEACE REFLECTION + RESPONSE: 
ELDER: Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today. We need your peace in our 
hearts, in our minds, in our lives, in our homes, in our families, in our church, and in 
our world. 

ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the peace found in the Gospel and Advent of our 
Lord; and help us to slow down and seek out the peace you provide, so we may 
become instruments of your peace. Amen. 

JOY REFLECTION + RESPONSE: 
ELDER: God of Joy, as we recall the birth of Christ in ancient Bethlehem, may we 
daily experience the joy of Christ’s rebirth in the ‘Bethlehems' of our hearts, homes, 
and lives. This Christmas, help us to remember the Savior who brings joy to the 
world. Not just a future joy, but a joy we can experience in the here and now. 

ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the joy found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. 
And may that joy become a strength to us and to all those around us. Amen 

LOVE REFLECTION + RESPONSE: 
ELDER: God of Enduring Love, your love brings healing to our lives. May this Advent 
remind us that you have come and will come into the mess and mire of our 
everyday life. May it remind us of your always and forever love revealed in the 
birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and teach us how to love others 
as we have been and forever will be loved by you. 

ALL: Gracious God, fill us with the love found in the Gospel and Advent of our Lord. 
Where there is fear, we invite your love. Where there is hatred, we invite your love. 

And where there is resentment, unforgiveness, and regret, we invite your love. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION REFLECTION + PREPARATION: 
ELDER: Heavenly Father, we confess to you that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. 

ALL: Lord, we confess.  

ELDER: Forgive us for the times when we have ignored the needs of others; for 
when we have failed to place our feet upon your path; for when we allow the 
earthly voice to distract us from your call; and for when we look elsewhere for 
hope, peace, joy, and love. 

ALL: Lord, forgive us. 
(silent confession) 

ELDER: As we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we remember that Christ 
is the greatest gift of all making us one with God and with one another.  

ELDER: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

ELDER: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

ELDER: And as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 

ALL: Christ has come. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen. 
(sacrament instructions) 

CLOSING PRAYER + BENEDICTION: 
ELDER: Almighty God, we pray for those who are suffering and for those who are in 
need of healing. We pray for those experiencing relational strife and for those 
enduring financial stress. We pray for the weary and for those lacking joy. We pray 
for our family and our friends, for our church, for our community, and for the world 
you greatly love.  
ALL: May the light of Christ shine upon them.  

(Silently pray for someone you know in need of God’s help.) 

ELDER: God of Advent, we look to you remembering that you bring grace into our 
hearts, minds, and lives. In faith and in anticipation of you working good things in 
our life, we have lit the candles recalling the hope, peace, joy, and love found in 
the greatest gift of all, Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
ALL: May we dare to be PEACEFUL in a violent world, KIND in a competitive culture, 
FAITHFUL in an age of cynicism, GENTLE amongst those who admire forcefulness, 
and may we dare to LOVE even when it may not be returned to us. Amen 

(closing words…) 

ELDER: Grace + peace to all of you… 
ALL: And to you as well. 


