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A Word from Your Associational Mission Strategist
Christmas is almost here, and, like most of you, it is one of my favorite times of the year.
On Christmas morning my grandpop (that’s what we used to call him) would always
shout, “Christmas gift!” As a little boy, I thought that he meant it was time to open all the
presents. But as I grew older and more spiritually aware, I realized that he was referring
to the real gift of Christmas—our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul put it this way:
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). Amen! I love John MacArthur’s comments
on Paul’s declaration, calling it “one of the richest statements in Scripture.” He then reminded his
readers, “God’s ‘indescribable gift’ is, of course, His Son—the most magnanimous, glorious, wonderful gift ever given, the gift that inspires all other gifts.” So, this Christmas morning you might try using
my beloved grandpop’s words and say to your family, “Christmas gift!” and then see how they respond. Then you can have the joy explaining it. Perhaps you could use the words of the Apostle
John—”In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.”
Christmas gift! to you and yours,
Dr. Don Coleman
AMS, Owen County and Ten Mile Associations

Partner Churches
Owen County
Beech Grove
Caney Fork
Cedar Hill*
Concord
Dallasburg*
Elk Lick
Epoch Fellowship
FBC Owenton

Greenup Fork
Harmony
Long Ridge
Lusby’s Mill
Monterey
Mt Pleasant
New Columbus
New Liberty

Old Cedar
Pleasant Ridge
Poplar Grove
Richland
Salem
South Fork
Squiresville

Ten Mile
Clark’s Creek
Concord
Elliston
Glencoe
Macedonia
Mt. Zion
New Bethel

Oakland*
Paint Lick
Pleasant Home
Sparta*
Ten Mile
Vine Run

* Churches currently without pastors

As we approach Christmas this year, most of us are facing a set of uncertainties that are different than we are accustomed to. There is no need to repeat these, for we are flooded with these
topics in the news, on our social media, and through many of our conversations. But recounting what the angel said to Joseph in Matthew 1:21—“…for it is He who will save His people from
their sins”— believers should live confidently.
Live confidently for He “will save.” No doubt, not a maybe or could happen—it’s He Will
Save. There is a gracious relief to know that Jesus accomplishes the salvation which the Father
sent Him to achieve.
Live confidently in the fellowship which God has entered into, for notice the Scripture says, “His
People.” Our Savior has chosen to completely identify with us by becoming fully human. The
writer of Hebrews tells us that He has done this to become the perfect High Priest who can sympathize with our weakness. This means Jesus understands and will help us, whatever we face
(Hebrews 4:15-16).
Live confidently this Christmas because
the greatest peril facing us is resolved—
“He will save His people from their
sins.” The world’s greatest problem is
not based on disease, political affiliation, race, money, or any other issue
commonly spoken of in society today. Our greatest problem is sin, and
Christ has solved that through His coming, death, and resurrection. Death is a
defeated enemy and hope comes in
Christ, and thus we’re to live confidently
in this world.
Pastor Steve Delaney
Beech Grove Baptist Church
Owen County Association

“March around the city with all the men of war, circling the city one
time. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry seven ram’s-horn
trumpets in front of the ark. But on the seventh day, march around the
city seven times, while the priests blow the trumpets” (Josh 6:34, HCSB).
Has God ever asked you to do something really strange? When I
think of obedience, God wants us to obey without hesitation, no matter what He asks us. I look at Joshua and what God instructed him to
carry out. God asked Joshua to walk around a fortified stronghold
designed to be self sufficient and cut off from the world for years.
Jericho was protected by high walls, towers, and it was situated on a
hill. There is no better location for an army to defend from than inside massive stone walls on top of a hill. The inhabitants of Jericho
knew this and took comfort. Can you imagine the mocking of Israel
that happened ever day Joshua, with the Arc of the Covenant, circumvented the perimeter of Jericho? I expect they thought Joshua
to be a special kind of crazy!
Joshua had the advantage of recently seeing God in action. God
stopped the flow of the Jordan River, during flood stage and Israel
walked across on dry land. We may not see a river stopped
or a sea parted, but we have encountered the Risen
Savior! Joshua followed God’s directions to the
letter, and God’s word rang true yet again. When
God asks, “trust and obey, for there’s no other way.”
Pastor Ben Wilson
Pleasant Home Baptist Church
Ten Mile Association

Are you interested in helping
children learn about the Bible?
Children’s Bible Drill is an excellent way to help
4th, 5th and 6th grade children learn Bible verses,
books of the Bible and key passages in the Bible.
What are the spiritual needs of children that can be met when they memorize the Word
of God? Verses that have been memorized help children:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

know and love God,
feel sure of God's love for them,
discover how to become a child of God,
Pleasant Home
gain assurance of their salvation,
find strength for resisting temptation,
have available the thoughts and ideas they need to worship God,
find comfort in a difficult situation,
find help for witnessing,
bond child and parent as they work together.

God’s word provides all believers with many benefits. It reveals that God’s love is everlasting. When a person discovers what God has done for them, believes and accepts
God’s word, people have peace and joy from experiencing God’s love.
Children’s Bible Drill focuses on memorizing scripture verses. With God’s word in one’s
heart, a person is equipped to obey God, serve Him and live for Him each day.
To learn how you can lead Children’s Bible Drill
at your church, please contact Don Kemper at
859-409-2110 or by email at donkemper@twc.com.
Don Kemper
Children’s Bible Drill Coordinator
Ten Mile Baptist Association

First Baptist
Owenton
(Owen)

Pleasant Home

What would a stack of 3,793 Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes look like? Well, take the number of shoeboxes displayed in
these two pictures AND DOUBLE IT! Add to these the $1500 given by the
people at Pleasant Home Baptist Church (Ten Mile) for boxes to be filled in
those countries where shipping them in would be difficult or impossible.
Merry Christmas to all those 1000s of children around the world who will be
receiving the love and saving truth of Jesus packed in a shoebox.

New Bethel
Verona
(Ten Mile)

Check out this
opportunity
to reach out and minister
to the children of your
community…………...

For more information, contact pastor
Chad Brannan, New Bethel, Verona.

Sparta Baptist Church Women
(Ten Mile)
Building the body of
Christ through fellowship
and getting to know ladies
within our community is
what Sparta Baptist Church Women is all
about.
On November 6, 2020, participants painted decorative door
hangers for their homes while fellowshipping with other ladies in
the community. Participants were social distanced and wore masks
when moving about.
The goal was to increase fellowship and invite other ladies in the area to fellowship
with us.

Bonnie Humphries
Sparta Baptist Church

Has your church had a Mission Possible event?
Tell us about it!
Just email your story and pictures to owen.tenmile@gmail.com

Here is what is happening at
New Bethel (Ten Mile)
As October finished we were able to put together a
drive thru trunk or treat. We had around 100 children
who were driven through our parking lot and safely
filled buckets of
candy were bountiful. We gave out Gospel tracts for
"God's Plan for Me" and at strategically located points of
the drive thru, children and parents were handed color
specific candies in bags with Bible verses on them that
walked them through the Gospel, from dark candies,
representing our sin, to red candies representing Christ's blood, white candies showing how
we are washed clean from our sin through forgiveness, yellow candies representing heaven and eternal life and finally
green candies that showed how we are to grow in our relationship with Jesus. As November came in full swing, we
delivered 81 Christmas backpacks to be distributed in Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati, as well as 27 Christmas gift bags
to the Sunrise Boys home in Danville, Ky. We beat our previous amount of 587 boxes with over 660 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and we pray that every child and
family will be able to hear and receive the Good News of
Jesus through this endeavor. As December comes in, we
are planning things a little bit differently, but we will have
our Christmas Tree lighting night on Dec. 11th. This is a
community event where we put up a giant Christmas tree
that is donated by our local business and sing carols. We
will be providing individually wrapped cookies and hot chocolate this year along with our
live nativity as we share the birth of Christ with our local business leaders and community.
In God's Amazing Grace,
Pastor Chad Brannan
New Bethel, Verona

A Word from
Meeting the Needs
(Owenton)
OWEN COUNTY IS BLESSED WITH ORGANIZATIONS
FEEDING OWEN COUNTY’S PEOPLE
During the Month of November, organizations handed out food to Owen Countians. They are:
• Christian Church Food pantry-100 enrolled,
• Food from the Heart,
• Beechwood Assembly church, and
• Meeting the Needs
90 households, 220 senior adults, 80 regular commodities, and free store & food bank through the Owen County School (serving 450). The
School also feeds the kids on weekends with 300 take home bags. We should be proud of
each of these agencies for their efforts. We can only wait and see the seeds we have sown.
We heard a lot of “God Bless You and Thanks”

Owen County Gideons hand out Bibles
During the “Back to School Bash” held at the Owen County Fair
Grounds on August 31, an event held to provide students with
items (donated by businesses) for their school year, the Owen
County Gideons were there to hand out 475 Bibles (with some
Spanish Bibles). We gave out Bibles to not only the children but
their parents. We are here to help the churches and the Owen County and Ten Mile Baptist
Associations
Both articles by
David Lilly
Meeting the Needs

What is the lifeblood for an International
Mission Board missionary? According to
IMB missionary Roy M the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering is their lifeblood,
while prayer is their lifeline.
Vine Run Baptist Church was privileged to
welcome Roy M to speak at our recent services.
He and his wife are on stateside assignment until after Christmas and are spending that
time in Kentucky. As career missionaries they have spent the majority of their time in
South Asia where they raised their 3 children.
The past 3 years they have been serving in a major European city ministering to South
Asian refugees and immigrants. Roy and Jenna are starting from the beginning in this city
and building relationships. Being able to speak the language of these South Asians has
opened many doors for sharing the Gospel.
Roy thanked Vine Run and all Southern Baptists for giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering. ”100% of the Lottie Moon Offering goes to the field and
it has supported us in an excellent way for 28 years of ministry on
the foreign field.” said Roy.
This is one way we can support the 3,600 international missionaries.
The goal of the IMB is to add 500 more missionary families to the
international field in the next 5 years.
Hear his message by visiting the Vine Run Baptist Church Facebook
page and scrolling down until you see the Nov 8 service.
This year the IMB is celebrating 175 years of sending out missionaries. As we remember our most well-known missionary Lottie Moon
during this Christmas season I hope you’ll encourage your church to give sacrificially to this
annual offering that’s critical to the work of our missionaries.
To quote Lottie Moon in a letter from 1887, “Is not the festive season when families and
friends exchange gifts in memory of The Gift laid on the altar of the world for the redemption of the human race, the appropriate time to consecrate a portion from abounding
riches and scant poverty to send forth the good tidings of great joy into all the earth?”
Rhonda Wilhoite
Vine Run Baptist Church

Ten Mile Associational WMU
When November and December come around each year, we turn our hearts to celebrating
our International missionaries and the giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
The week of Prayer is November 29-December 6, 2020. During this week, there are articles
in the Mission Mosaic about missionaries in many countries around the world. Please read
about them and pray for our International missionaries. You can go to IMB.org.com/LMCO
to find resources for your church and see videos about the work being done around the
world. Please show these videos each Sunday to help your church members learn more
about the work of our missionaries.
This year is our 175th anniversary of the Lottie Moon Offering, so our goal is $175 million
dollars. Every penny given will go to support the 3600 missionaries we have around the
world and the work they do. This is a large goal and more than we have ever gotten, but
our International Mission Board would like to send out 500 more missionaries in the next
five years, and this goal reached will help them to do this. Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong wrote many letters each year to get support for their work, so this year Kentucky
WMU ladies are writing by hand letters to all KBC Baptist churches who have not given to
this offering the last few years. The ladies in other states are doing the same. Hopefully this
will help all of our churches to see the importance of giving so that our missionaries can
stay on the field. The fields are ripe to harvest.
On Dec. 3rd, 10:30 am, we will gather at Glencoe Baptist Church to sort our items for the
nursing homes. Come and bring what you have collected. If you do not feel comfortable
staying, just drop the items off at the door and some of us will sort and deliver. If you can
come, we will sort and have a lunch together and then have our team meeting. In this year
of being quarantined, the nursing home patients need to know they are thought about and
we care about them.
Thank you and Merry Christmas and a Happy healthy New Year.
Pat Callan
Glencoe Baptist
Church

The “Train the Trainer: How Your Church Can Get the Gospel to Every Home”
Simulcast will train church leaders who will train others as part of a church’s ongoing Gospel to Every Home strategy. Each church will receive a Gospel to Every Home Church Planning Kit, which will be previewed in two simulcast sessions
by members of KBC’s Evangelism Team. Practical breakouts and Q&A sessions
will be facilitated at each site.
The Train the Trainer Simulcast will be broadcast from Beechland Baptist
Church in Louisville to host sites in each of the six regions of the state. A boxed
lunch will be provided by the host association.
Please note that all CDC Guidelines will be adhered to during the training. Temperature checks are required at entry. Face masks are required while in motion.
Social distancing will be followed.

Register here:
https://kbc.regfox.com/train-the-trainer-gospel-to-every-home

HAS COVID-19 CHANGED THE WORLD?
The global pandemic has had multiple side effects on communities in which we
minister. As we prepare to re-engage with our communities, it is important to
realize the emotional, relational and psychological needs around us due to the
side effects of the pandemic.
In this special Leadership IQ Summit, we will address the impact of COVID in
the community surrounding your church…
•

Depression

•

Anxiety

•

Increased Alcohol and Substance abuse

•

Physical and Sexual Abuse

•

Suicidal thoughts and hopelessness

The church must be leveraged to bring hope to the hurting and light to the
darkness. Join this special summit as we prayerfully address this urgent need in
ministry.
This session can be attended in person. It will be streamed live at the CKNB Facebook page.
Please register if planning to attend in person to RSVP a box lunch.

Register here:

https://form.jotform.com/203064421058042

Pastor: Steve Miller
Poplar Grove Baptist Church
Owen Baptist Association

Location:
Glencoe

Church of
the Month
Owenton

Poplar Grove Baptist Church was constituted in 1827, with the
current building erected in 1928. Since then, two additions
have been built (1957 and 2006) to provide additional space for Sunday School and fellowship. As described in a printed history of the church, “It stands atop a slight rise facing
Highway 127. Its alabaster exterior evokes a picturesque portrait of a country church waiting to usher a community of believers into a worshipful haven. Though small, the vestibule has the honor of both welcoming visitors and members; and is a place at the end of
service for handshaking as the congregation adamantly declares approval of the sermon.
For almost 100 years, the small, white church [building] has faithfully served the community
of Poplar Grove in northern Owen County. Like most churches in the county, it holds a
place of honor, and the earliest memories of many an Owen countian revolve around the
church and the vital impact it had upon community life. “
An interesting excerpt from the published history of the Poplar Grove reveals how dramatically things have changed in church life over the years. “Early churches maintained strict
discipline, and Poplar Grove Baptist Church was no exception. Departing from established
doctrines or responsible actions resulted in exclusion from fellowship. Business meetings
were held before the sermon, and any member could bring complaints or concerns. If an
accusation was levied against a member, the charge would be investigated by a church
committee. If true, the accused could either repent and be forgiven, or in the case of unrepentance, a member would be disfellowshipped. . . . Drinking, gambling, playing cards,
dancing, and missing church service more than three consecutive Sundays were some infractions that might lead to disfellowship.”
Without question the most unique fact about Poplar Grove is her steeple. Pastor Miller
shared with me that recently he was discussing with the church the need to have some repairs done to the cross on the top of the church. But to his surprise, one
of his older members informed him that it was not a cross at all. It was a
hand pointing up to heaven. How unique! I am sure that
Poplar Grove Baptist Church is the only church with a steeple
like that. So, next time you are driving on 127 between Glencoe and Owenton and you pass by this church, look up at
the steeple. Even the building is pointing people to God.
Pastor Steve Miller is a good pastor and preacher, but he related to me a funny story about a little boy Steve’s wife Patty
Sue picks up for church each Sunday. When his parents
asked their son what he had learned in church that day, his
response was, “I learned to sit still, and the pastor yelled
about God.“

Pray for Our Churches
We are partners in the gospel.

Pray for our churches without pastors:
•

Sparta (Ten Mile)
They have recently called Steve Ellis as interim pastor.

•

Oakland (Ten Mile)
The church is excited to share that Brother Randall Beach is going to serve as their
interim pastor starting on December 13. Brother Ryan Kelly will be their guest speaker on December 6.

•

Dallasburg (Owen)

•

Cedar Hill (Owen)

Pastor Bill Allen has officially resigned as pastor, but he is continuing to preach there
while the search team looks for a new pastor.
Pray for pastor Jerry Ellard of Ten Mile Baptist Church (Ten Mile). Brother Jerry has been
battling with heart issues and cancer. His cancer is now located around the liver, and he
and his family are praying about whether or not to undergo further chemotherapy.
Pray for our special teams:
•

Building Evaluation Team (Owen)
John Ashcraft (Epoch), Dave Jones (Beech Grove), and Kirk Brooks (Dallasburg).

•

Gospel to Every Home Task Force (Owen and Ten Mile)
Glen Grisham (Epoch), Brandon Stephens (FBC, Owenton), Anna Cook (Squiresville),
Danny Duvall (Elk Lick), Rex Gibson (Elliston), Gene Hill (Macedonia), Rhonda Wilhoite
(Vine Run), and Larry Gilliam (Glencoe).

•

New Strategy Development Team (Owen and Ten Mile)
Brad Vincent (New Columbus), Brad Banks (FBC, Owenton), Dallas Stafford (FBC,
Owenton), Brian Richards (Pleasant Home), Chad Brannan (New Bethel), Pat Callan
(Glencoe), and Ben Wilson (Pleasant Home).

on the horizon
“Gospel to Every Home” Initiative
Gospel to Every Home is a cooperative initiative to mobilize Kentucky Baptists in prayerfully delivering
a set of gospel resources to each of the 1.7+ million homes in the Commonwealth—and to complete it
by November 2021. Our goal as a partnership of Associations is to mobilize each of our churches to
accomplish this gospel initiative in Owen county and the portions of
those counties where the Ten Mile churches are located. To help us
accomplish this, a Gospel to Every Home Task Force has been formed
with people from both Associations—Glen Grisham (Epoch), Brandon
Stephens (FBC, Owenton), Anna Cook (Squiresville), Danny Duvall (Elk Lick), Rex Gibson (Elliston), Gene
Hill (Macedonia), Rhonda Wilhoite (Vine Run), and Larry Gilliam (Glencoe). Please pray for our team as
they help us accomplish this very important gospel initiative.

Dream a New Dream: Developing a New Strategy for the Future
If our two Associations are to recapture relevance to our 36 churches and be an effective catalyst for
missions here and everywhere God leads us, then a new strategy is needed. A combined team from
Owen County and Ten Mile has been formed, and under the leadership of your AMS and the guidance
of Stan Lowery (AMS, Nelson Association), we will work to develop new strategic priorities, set a new
direction for the future of our two Associations, and establish new leadership structures. Our Strategy
Development Team consists of Brad Vincent (New Columbus), Brad Banks (FBC, Owenton), Dallas
Stafford (FBC, Owenton), Brian Richards (Pleasant Home), Chad Brannan (New Bethel), Pat Callan
(Glencoe), and Ben Wilson (Pleasant Home). These will be exciting times for Owen County and Ten
Mile Baptist Associations as together we dream and new dream for Associational missions. Pray for
God’s wisdom and guidance for our team.

Baptist Building in Owenton
Today in Baptist life, Associations are becoming less and less defined by a central location such as a
building. Buildings are costly to keep and maintain, and they are seldom used by our churches. The
annual cost of the Baptist Building in Owenton is approximately $12,000. The time is right for us to
evaluate this area of our stewardship. A team has been formed to consider all options and report to
Owen County Association. The team consists of John Ashcraft (Epoch), Dave Jones (Beech Grove), and
Kirk Brooks (Dallasburg). Pray for these men as they research all options and seek to advise us.
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Email your significant church events to dr.don.coleman@gmail.com

