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Session 4: Did the resurrection happen?  
 
There are typically two issues that skeptics have with Jesus. These two issues happen to be at 
the absolute center of our faith: the divinity of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus.  
 

1. Was Jesus divine? This is a point that must be finally accepted on faith – but that 
doesn’t mean that we can’t provide some sort of justification for this belief.  

 
a. What did Jesus say about himself?  

 
i. Read Mark 14:60-64 and note Jesus’ claims about himself at his trial.  
 
ii. Jesus claims equality with the Father. (John 5:17-18; 10:30-33; 14:8-10)  
 
iii. Jesus accepted the worship of men. (Matthew 14:33; John 9:35-38; 
20:27-28)  
 
iv. The “I Am” statements of John’s Gospel. (There are at least 12, but 
notice especially 6:20; 8:58; and 18:5)  
 
v. Jesus also claims he is the fulfillment of Scripture (Matthew 5:17; John 
5:45-46), is able to forgive sins (Mark 2:1-12), has unique authority 
(Matthew 7:28-29; 28:18), is the judge of the world (Matt 7:21-23; 25:31-
32; John 5:22), has the power to raise the dead (John 5:28-29; 6:40; 
11:25), and saves from sins (John 8:24; 10:9; 12:47; 14:6).  

 
b. What did the earliest Christians say about Jesus?  

 
i. There are many passages like Philippians 2, Colossians 1, Hebrews 1, 
and John 1 make it explicitly clear that Jesus was God in the flesh.  
 
ii. The early confession that Jesus is Lord in the mouths of disciples in Acts 
and in the mouth of Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 10 must be 
regarded as astounding for people raised in Jewish monotheism.  
 
iii. As one further example, the first Gospel written was likely Mark. In the 
first words of this Gospel (Mark 1:1-3), he quotes Isaiah 40 and applies it 
to Jesus even though the context of this Old Testament passage is clearly 
about Yahweh.  
 
iv. NT does resolve the mystery of the incarnation, but it also does not 
shy away or apologize for that mystery.  
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c. Even non-Christians recognized that Jesus was worshipped by early Christians. 
Pliny the Younger was a Roman magistrate and not a believer. He said: They (the 
Christians) were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, 
when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound 
themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any 
fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they 
should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to 
separate, and then reassemble to partake of food—but food of an ordinary and 
innocent kind.  
 
d. C.S. Lewis introduced a famous “trilemma” that still makes a powerful point 
today. Because of the things that the New Testament clearly records, Jesus must 
be regarded as either a liar, a lunatic, or in fact the Lord. There are really no 
other alternatives.  

 
2. Did Jesus raise from the dead? Four things to keep in mind:  

 
a. The testimony of the witnesses  

 
i. The resurrection is testified by no less than five independent sources.  
 
ii. Those sources are very early (1 Cor. 15 probably dates from as early as 
10 years after Jesus). There are simply no known, non-resurrection 
sources from the first century.  
 
iii. Those sources are uniform.  
 
iv. Those sources contain embarrassing and even incriminating evidence. 
Can you think of some of this embarrassing evidence?  
 
v. Those sources contain surprising detail. Can you think of any 
examples? Read John 20.  

 
b. The testimony of the empty tomb  
 
c. The testimony of the transformation in the disciples including Paul  
 
d. The testimony of the Church – The continued existence of the Church today 
makes no sense without the resurrection.  

 
3. So what? Arguing for the divinity and the resurrection of Jesus is important. But what 
difference do these two doctrines make? Spend time reflecting on the important 
consequences of these two beliefs.  

 


