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4620 Ringgold Church Road 

PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

 

 

Audio:  Todd Fitts / Larry Collie 
 

 

Counting Committee Schedule 

10/03/21-  Team 4 - Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 

10/10/21 - Team 1 - Mary Hughes, Sara McDowell 

10/17/21 - Team 2 - Dianne Donahoe, Linda Snead, Pam Tuck 

10/24/21 - Team 3 - Rhonda Moss, Betty Jo Foster, Kim Wyatt  

10/31/21 - Team 4 - Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 
 

Nursery Schedule 

10/03/21 - Carl and Brooke Davis  

10/10/21 - Ashlee and Aidan Hudgins  

10/17/21 - Jacob and Amber Webster  

10/24/21 - Sherry Shively and Frankie Gilbert 

10/31/21 - Nancy Adams and Stephanie Neal 
 

Ushers:  Mac McDowell, Butch Boyd, Steve Adkins,  

Sammy McCormick, David Dodson  
 

 

Bereavement Team 

October - David Burgess and Stephanie Neal 

November - Larry and Ginger Collie 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

  A Note from Pastor Duane 

 OCTOBER  2021 

   

 

 

While attending a beekeeper’s meeting recently, I was reminded of a major problem for bees. The problem is a 

Varroa mite infestation. Varroa mites are parasitic mites, which require a honeybee host to survive and repro-

duce. Although Varroa mites can feed and live on adult honeybees, they mainly feed and reproduce on larvae and pupae 

in the developing brood, causing malformation and weakening of honeybees as well as transmitting numerous viruses. 

Colonies with low infestation generally show very few symptoms; however, as the mite population increases, symptoms 

become more apparent. Heavy Varroa mite infestations can build up in 3–4 years and cause crippled and crawling hon-

eybees, impaired flight performance, a lower rate of return to the colony after foraging, a reduced lifespan, and a signifi-

cantly reduced weight of worker bees. Colony symptoms, commonly called parasitic mite syndrome, ultimately cause a 

reduction in the honeybee population and eventual colony breakdown and death.  

I was somewhat aware of the problem but unsure of what to do about it. I learned at the meeting how to check 

my hives for the Varroa mite population. Most hives have them, but it’s just a matter of how infested they are. There is a 

test called a sugar roll. You put a half cup of bees in a jar. (Yes, you can actually measure a half cup of bees). You put a 

lid with a screen in it over the bees and add some white powdered sugar in the jar. Then you roll the jar around and 

around until the bees are completely covered with sugar. The Varroa mites will let loose of the bees and get caught up in 

the sugar, then you shake the sugar through the screen into a bowl until you get most of the sugar out. Next, water is 

added to the sugar to dissolve it and the mites can be seen and counted. There are approximately 300 bees in a half cup, 

so you can figure the percentage of Varroa mites in a hive.  

Once you discover the Varroa mite infestation, you can treat the bees to get rid of the mites. Unlike other pests 

that attempt to invade a beehive, bees can’t defend themselves from Varroa mites, so the beekeeper must take care of the 

problem of the infestation. The method I have chosen to use is a vapor of oxalic acid, which is an organic compound 

found in many plants including leafy vegetables. This will kill the mites without harming the bees or humans. I will do 

this to maintain healthy bees, so they will be productive. 

Just as the Varroa mites cause other problems with the bees, even though they are so small it is hard to see them 

without the sugar roll, sin causes other problems in our lives. We must do a regular close inspection to see the infesta-

tion and get rid of the root problem of sin in our lives. Just as with a low infestation of Varroa mites, a small amount of 

sin doesn’t show many symptoms; but the longer it goes undetected, the more it grows and the more obvious it is. Just 

as the parasite mite syndrome can cause the death of the bee colony, the sin syndrome can lead to spiritual death. Instead 

of waiting to reach that point, we need to do a regular sin check. Instead of using a sugar roll to detect the sin, we use 

light. Actually, we use the Light of Jesus Christ and the Word of God. When we hold our lives up next to Him and His 

Word, it is easy to spot the sin in our life.  

Then, through the Holy Spirit we can rid that sin from our life. In order to vaporize oxalic acid, you have to heat 

it to 450 degrees, which is very hot. Just as gold is purified by the refiner’s fire, the Holy Spirit sometimes puts our feet 

to the fire to purify us and rid us of the sin in our life. That fire sometimes comes by way of trouble, sickness, heartache, 

loss, and other situations in our lives that are unpleasant. God sometimes uses these things to prompt us to examine our 

lives to see if something is amiss in our spiritual walk. Sometimes these things occur not because of our sin, but because 

there is sin in the world.  

Have you done a sugar roll (a sin check) lately in your life? It is good to do one regularly in order to see if you 

need a treatment to rid yourself of whatever sin may be in your life, so you can maintain a healthy spiritual life. Only 

then will you be productive for the Kingdom of God. 

Pastor Duane 
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Who do you call when you need a shoulder to cry on? 

 

Who do you call when you need someone to confide in and trust? 

 

Who do you call when you need someone to lead you to the Lord? 

 

Who do you call when you need fresh vegetables or honey?  (LOL) 

 

YOUR PASTOR!!!! 
 

Pastor Duane is always on call.  Ready to come to you at any time day or night.  He loves the People of 

Ringgold Baptist Church and is always involved in the community and ways to help.  I have never met a  

Pastor so dedicated to his people and leading them in every way possible to the Lord.  Every day he sets ex-

amples of being a Christian himself, not just as a Pastor, but as a man.  There are so many things he does 

“Behind the Scenes” that no one knows about.  Until the time Covid  struck, Duane was always visiting - 

whether in some one’s home or in a hospital (Danville, Roanoke, Lynchburg, Greensboro, Winston Salem, 

Duke, Chapel Hill and even as far as Boston, MA).  I am sure I have missed a few.   

 

He sets such a high standard of what I think a Pastor should be.  He has a great sense of humor that puts  

everyone at ease and makes it so easy to talk to him.  During our monthly deacon meetings, there is a time 

when the deacons can each talk about anything that has been brought to their attention that may affect the 

church in a negative way.  This is the shortest part of our meeting because there are no negative comments 

due to Duane’s superb leadership abilities.   

 

We all know how easy it is to take someone for granted.  I beg of you all to never forget what a special man 

and blessing he is to our church and community.  I am asking you all to please take every opportunity to let 

him know how special he is and to let him know just how much he is loved.  The Lord has blessed us by 

bringing Duane Caldwell to Ringgold.  I am honored to call him my friend and my Pastor. 

 

Ray 

 

  Deacon Moment 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 
 

 

 

For the past few newsletters, I’ve struggled to find things to write about. 

The truth is, it can get difficult to think of things that are relevant for 

you guys to read but also meaningful to type about. This month I want to talk about the future of the youth group. In case you 

didn’t know, I began working here and only had one student who consistently showed up. Thankfully we have had a handful of 

students start to show up each week which has felt great. Going forward, I want to put effort into growing the youth group 

through discipleship and evangelism. This will take the work of both those within the church as well as those at home. I’m going 

to work on setting up a study plan for us to work together as a youth group. The purpose of it will be to learn how first to have a 

relationship with Christ, how to grow in that relationship, and finally how to share that with other people. Though the details 

aren’t quite crystal clear, I want it to be a way we can both grow in numbers but also in their individual relationships with Christ. 

Please pray for me as this plan will begin to be developed and also for the youth as we challenge them to grow in their faith to 

the point of sharing it with others.  

 ~Jacob Webster 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN'S MINISTER 
 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
 

Ringgold Baptist Church’s Fall Festival will be on  

November 6, 2021. We are looking forward to a great event. We 

missed this event last year so, I pray that it will be a great success this year.  

If you would like to volunteer, sign up sheets will be put on the hallway  

bulletin board. Please view the flier on page 4 for all of the information. 

 

 

We have really been having a great time during Children’s Church! We would love to have you attend with us on Sunday  

mornings during the church service. 

 

Just as a reminder we meet on Sunday evenings at 5:00. This has been a wonderful time of learning and fellowship with  

the children. We will be starting to plan some weekend activities soon as a way to have more fellowship and have fun. 

 

If you need to reach out to me, please feel free to call or text me at 434-709-4709 with any questions you may have. 

~Stephanie Barts 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
 

      Operation Christmas Child boxes will be distributed  

Sunday, October 10.     
 

Boxes need to be returned to the church by  

Sunday, November 21 and will be dedicated during worship.    
 

The date for our annual trip to the OCC Processing Center is Saturday, December 4 in  

Charlotte NC from 2-6 pm.  Details & signup sheets are posted on the hallway bulletin board.  
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My dear RBC family, 

     In the time I have lived here among 

you, I have faced some difficult experi-

ences. I arrived already on chemo, faced 

the death of my sister, Ellen; and found 

myself spiraling into a great deal of pain. 

This month I have faced the loss of anoth-

er sister, and you have done what you 

always do. You have held me up with your 

love, prayers, cards, and gifts.  

     As always, you have taken me as I am 

allowing my natural tendency to deal with 

sorrow quietly and somewhat privately to 

be honored and accepted. I cannot ex-

plain to you how much I appreciate your 

easy love for me that has never hinged on 

my becoming what you believe a pastor’s 

wife should be. To be loved for who I am 

is a tremendous joy and a rare, precious 

gift. 

     I also appreciate the support I’ve re-

ceived since letting you know about the 

increased pain I’ve been dealing with for 

the past few years. I’m happy to let you 

know that a combination of physical ther-

apy and prayers (mine and yours) has 

begun to push back that pain. 

     We truly serve a merciful and loving 

Father. I praise Him for all His expres-

sions of love, but I especially want to 

thank Him now for blessing me with this 

family of faith.  

     I thank my God at each remembrance 

of you. 

                                                                                        

          Dena Caldwell 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    

 

    
   I would like to thank my church family 

for all the kindness shown to my sister, 

Sherren Yates Shelton, during her illness 

and death.  Thank you for all the food, 

cards, and especially all the prayers.  

Thank you for all the donations made for 

the scholarship fund, that was very dear 

to her heart, in memory of her daughter, 

Rachel. 

     God bless you. 

                    Sandy Murphy  

 
                             

 

     Thanks so much for the prayers,  

cards, food and calls during the loss 

of my sister, Sue Wilson. 

     Sincerely, 

                   Dola and David Burgess 

Dear RBC Family, 

     I would like to thank everyone for the 

prayers, love and phone calls. 

     This was a scary experience.  I did 

wake up on the ventilator at times.  I 

could not move or talk - just look at the 

ceiling.  At that time it was just the Lord 

and I.  I spent time apologizing for my 

sins and praying for forgiveness.  If you 

don't love the Lord, get ready because life 

can change in the blink of an eye. 

     Special thank you to Pastor Duane, 

Dena, our deacon, Brandon Barts, and 

wife Stephanie. 

     Thank you all again and God Bless 

You.                Love, Stephanie Neal 

  

                                            

With much gratitude, the family of  

Connie McCormick says, ""  Thank you"  

To " " A people called Ringgold"   for your  

prayers, visits, food and cards as we 

adjust to the loss of our loved one.  Thank 

you to those who prepared the delicious 

salad lunch on the day of the service.   

Throughout the years you all have  

remembered her with cards, visits and  

JOY Club gift bags.  She especially  

enjoyed the Christmas carolers and  

would sing along with you.  It is a  

blessing to live in such a caring 

community. 

                Sammy and Phyllis McCormick 

  music 
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  PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 

 

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY AT  RINGGOLD BAPTIST CHURCH 

WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17. 

 

MAKE PLANS TO JOIN US FOR A  

COVERED DISH LUNCHEON  

FOLLOWING MORNING WORSHIP 
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Announcements, Events & Reminders 

                                                              

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J.

Our shut-in for October is 

 

Iris Jones 

P.O. Box 293 

Ringgold VA 24586 

 

You may leave cards for  

Iris in the mailbox  

through October 31st.  

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, October 26 at noon.  

We will pre-order bag lunches from O'Kelly's.   
 

Our guest speaker will be  

Aimee Chesher, Senior Probation and Parole Officer. 

             

Please join us for food and fellowship -  

the J.O.Y. Club is open to all,  

regardless of how young you are!          
                                                     

                                                                          Harriett Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCC Boxes will be available for pickup in 

the hallway across from the elevator  

beginning Sunday, October 10. 

 

Leave the shopping to us.  If you would like 

to contribute money toward filling a shoebox, 

you may give your contribution to Bobra 

Robinson OR leave it in the church office. 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Sunday, October 3 

  6:00 pm  Deacons 

 

Tuesday, October 5 

  7:00 pm  Eva Walton Circle 

 

Sunday, October 17 - Pastor Appreciation Day 

       Covered Dish Lunch following worship 

  6:00 pm  Constitution Committee 

 

 

Bi-monthly Business Meeting  
 

Wednesday, October 13 

6:30 pm 

WMU Highlights  

   The churchwide mission opportunity for the month of October will be to bring: 

One 1 lb.bag of pinto beans 

One 1 lb.bag of white rice 

One box of Jiffy Cornbread Mix 

 

These items should be put in the WMU tote in the FLC and will be donated to God’s Storehouse. 

 

What YOU Can Do to help the Matthew 25: Ministries -  

 

Pull the labels off of your empty pill bottles. 

Bring your empty pill bottles with caps on to RBC and put in the tote in the FLC foyer. 

The bottles will be washed, packed in Ziploc bags, boxed and shipped by UPS to Matthew 25:  

Ministries in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

You may read about this organization at m25m.org. 

 

The Alma Hunt State Mission Offering collected through September 25 was $ 1595.00. 

Our goal was $2,000.00. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support as a “WMU PARTNER” at RBC! 

 
Suzanne Emerson 
WMU Director  
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Areas to serve (in person) on Saturday, Octo-

Community Fall Festival at Ringgold Baptist 

                                  Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 
 

The family & friends of Connie McCormick in her passing. 

 The family & friends of Jason Garrett in his passing. 

  The family & friends of the 13 US service members killed in Afghanistan 

The  family & friends of Olive Olenick in her passing. 

 The  family & friends of  Charlie Hendricks in his passing.  

  The family and friends of Rev. Roy Newton in his passing. 

The family and friends of Polly Adkins in her passing. 

 The family and friends of B.J. Frye in her passing. 

  The family and friends of Nick Sapounakes in his passing. 

The family and friends of Guy Knuckles in his passing. 

 The family and friends of Officer Bonnie Jones in her passing. 

  The family and friends of Mary Brooks in her passing. 

The family and friends of Debbie Thomas in her passing. 

 The family and friends of Herb Setliff in his passing. 

  The family and friends of Mary Ruth Hunnicutt in her passing. 


