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4620 Ringgold Church Road 

PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

       STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

Audio -  TBS 

 

Backpack Buddies 

2/05/20 - Sandra and Mike Gauldin 

2/12/20 - Cheryl and Brian Horne 

2/19/20 - Linda and James Snead 

2/26/20 - Debbie Bernard and Margaret Sneed 

 

Counting Committee Schedule 

2/02/20 - Team 1 - Mary Hughes, Lauren Horne, Sara McDowell 

2/09/20 - Team 2 - Dianne Donahoe,  Linda Snead, Pam Tuck 

2/16/20 - Team 3 - Rhonda Moss, Kim Wyatt, Betty Jo Foster 

2/23/20- Team 4 -  Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 

 

Nursery Schedule  

2/02/20 -  Ellen Boyd, Gayle Barts, Heather Setliff 

2/09/20 -  Katie Williams, Grace Williams, Emma Williams 

2/16/20 -  Donna Martin, Peggy Johnson, Frankie Gilbert 

2/23/20 -  Lauren Horne, Sherry Shively, Kristie Ward 

 

 Ushers - Mac McDowell, Steve Adkins, Sammy McCormick,  

David Dodson 

 

Message Board Schedule                         Bereavement Team 

Feb. - Sara McDowell & Kristie Ward     Feb. - David Burgess, Stephanie Neal 

March - Dara Johnson      March - Ray & Sara McDowell 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 Since February is the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day, I thought I would share a story Mike Collins related 

several years ago. On a particular Valentine's Day he and his wife celebrated eleven years of a rock-steady relationship. 

It was on that particular day eleven years ago that he had asked her to "go steady" with him. Later that year they were 

married. On that day not only did they celebrate eleven wonderful years of a faithful relationship, they also celebrated 

the releasing of their eleventh balloon. Let me explain; eleven years ago they had been dating only a few weeks when 

Valentine's Day was approaching. Mike bought Jewell flowers and a beautiful card. She bought a rose and a huge heli-

um-filled balloon for him. 

 

They both drove to Kroger's and met in the parking lot. He was totally mesmerized by her infectious smile as he 

watched her get out of her car. Jewell walked over to Mike and handed him the rose and balloon, except he thought the 

balloon string was tied to the rose, and she thought that he had a hold of the string and the rose. They both stood and 

watched helplessly as the balloon flew slowly out of sight. Jewell began to cry; she thought that it was a disaster to lose 

the balloon like that. It was at that moment that he asked her to "go steady" with him and to be his and only his, and she 

said “yes.” 

 

Every Valentine's Day since, they have bought a balloon and made their way to a public area to release it into the sky. 

With this tradition they have been able to turn tragedy into something memorable and what was originally thought of as 

a blunder now is celebrated as a special moment. 

 

Mike and Jewell have been through quite a bit in the short time they have spent together. Mike puts it this way. “After 

all this time I now realize that I love her more today than I did eleven years ago. I love my wife more than I love myself; 

as a matter of fact, I would gladly lay down my life for her if necessary. However, the interesting thing to note is she is 

not number one on my priority list, and thankfully nor am I on hers. God comes first in our lives, then and only then, our 

respective spouse.” 

 

C. S. Lewis was quoted once as saying, "When I have learnt to love God better than my earthly dearest, I shall love my 

earthly dearest better than I do now. In so far as I learn to love my earthly dearest at the expense of God and instead of 

God, I shall be moving towards the state in which I shall not love my earthly dearest at all. When first things are put 

first, second things are not suppressed but increased." When God is prioritized at the number-one slot in your life, you 

will able to love your spouse even more so than if you prioritized them ahead of God. 

 

Helium balloons rise because of displacement. Helium is lighter than air, and because it displaces air, it causes it to rise. 

Also, air is lighter than water, and because it displaces water, it causes it to rise. In the same sense, the more we displace 

earthly things which keep us grounded or tied down, the closer we can get to God. In other words, the more sin we dis-

place or keep out of our lives, the higher the spiritual levels we are able to attain in God. When we are able to do this, it 

is as if we are actually sending a Valentine balloon to God. 

 

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Remember, when it comes to God's love, you can rest 

assured knowing there are no strings attached. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day, 

Pastor Duane 

  A Word from Pastor Duane 

  THE RINGGOLD 

     REFLECTOR 

 February  2020 



 
Deacon Moment... 
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The Story of the Four Chaplains 

 

It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, and the U.S.A.T. Dorchester was crowded to capacity, carrying 902 service men, merchant seamen and 

civilian workers.  Once a luxury coastal liner, the 5,649-ton vessel had been converted into an Army transport ship. The Dorchester, one 

of three ships in the convoy, was moving steadily across the icy waters from Newfoundland toward an American base in Greenland. The 

Dorchester, SG-19 was escorted by Coast Guard Cutters Tampa, Escanaba and Comanche. 

 

German U-boats were constantly prowling these vital sea lanes, and several ships had already been blasted and sunk.  On Feb. 3, at 12:55 

a.m., a periscope broke the chilly Atlantic waters. Through the cross hairs, an officer aboard the German submarine U-223 spotted the 

Dorchester.  The submarine approached the convoy on the surface, and after identifying and targeting the ship, he gave orders to fire the 

torpedoes, a fan of three was fired. The one that hit was decisive–and deadly–striking the starboard side, amid ship, far below the water 

line. 

 

The ship’s commander, Captain Danielsen, alerted that the Dorchester was taking water rapidly and sinking, gave the order to abandon 

ship. In less than 20 minutes, the Dorchester would slip beneath the Atlantic’s icy waters.  Tragically, the hit had knocked out power to 

the Dorchester’s telegram and radio contact with the three escort ships. The CGC Comanche, however, saw the flash of the explosion. It 

responded and then rescued 97 survivors. The CGC Escanaba circled the Dorchester, rescuing an additional 132 survivors. The third 

cutter, CGC Tampa, continued on, escorting the remaining two ships. 

 

Aboard the Dorchester, panic and chaos had set in. The blast had killed scores of men, and many more were seriously wounded. Others, 

stunned by the explosion were groping in the darkness. Those sleeping without clothing rushed topside where they were confronted first 

by a blast of icy Arctic air and then by the knowledge that death awaited.  Men jumped from the ship into lifeboats, over-crowding them 

to the point of capsizing, according to eyewitnesses. Other rafts, tossed into the Atlantic, drifted away before soldiers could get in them. 

 

Through the pandemonium, according to those present, four Army chaplains brought hope in despair and light in darkness. Those chap-

lains were Lt. George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington, Roman Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. 

Poling, Dutch Reformed.  Quickly and quietly, the four chaplains spread out among the soldiers. There they tried to calm the frightened, 

tend the wounded and guide the disoriented toward safety. 

 

“Witnesses of that terrible night remember hearing the four men offer prayers for the dying and encouragement for those who would 

live,” says Wyatt R. Fox, son of Reverend Fox. One witness, Private William B. Bednar, found himself floating in oil-smeared water sur-

rounded by dead bodies and debris. “I could hear men crying, pleading, praying,” Bednar recalls. “I could also hear the chaplains 

preaching courage. Their voices were the only thing that kept me going.” 

 

Another sailor, Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, tried to reenter his cabin but Rabbi Goode stopped him. Mahoney, concerned about the 

cold Arctic air, explained he had forgotten his gloves.  “Never mind,” Goode responded. “I have two pairs.” The rabbi then gave the petty 

officer his own gloves. In retrospect, Mahoney realized that Rabbi Goode was not conveniently carrying two pairs of gloves, and that the 

rabbi had decided not to leave the Dorchester. 

 

By this time, most of the men were topside, and the chaplains opened a storage locker and began distributing life jackets. It was then that 

Engineer Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight.  When there were no more lifejackets in the storage room, the chaplains removed 

theirs and gave them to four frightened young men.  “It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven,” said John 

Ladd, another survivor who saw the chaplains’ selfless act. 

 

Ladd’s response is understandable. The altruistic action of the four chaplains constitutes one of the purest spiritual and ethical acts a 

person can make. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi Goode did not call out for a Jew; Father Washington did not call out for a Catho-

lic; nor did the Reverends Fox and Poling call out for a Protestant. They simply gave their life jackets to the next man in line. 

 

As the ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts could see the four chaplains–arms linked and braced against the slanting deck. Their 

voices could also be heard offering prayers.  Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 672 died, leaving 230 survivors. When the 

news reached American shores, the nation was stunned by the magnitude of the tragedy and heroic conduct of the four chaplains. 

 

That night Reverend Fox, Rabbi Goode, Reverend Poling and Father Washington passed life’s ultimate test. In doing so, they became an 

enduring example of extraordinary faith, courage and selflessness.  “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 

his friends" (John 15:13) 

 

A remembrance ceremony is held each year on the first Sunday of February.  This year American Legion Memorial Post 325 will hold 

the annual ceremony at Whitmell United Methodist Church on February 2, 2020. 

 

Submitted by Ronnie Emerson  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN'S MINISTER 

January went by very fast!  The New Year’s Eve event was enjoyed by all who 

came. We really enjoyed playing games and bringing in the new year together. The 

children have really enjoyed learning more about the Bible and Jesus’ life. I enjoy watching the children grow 

stronger with Christ every month. 

On Wednesdays, we will have family Pickleball from 6:00-6:30 and then devotions from 6:30-7:30 with an oppor-

tunity to also play afterwards. I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Upcoming Children’s Events – More Information To Come 

February – Possibly going snow tubing (Parents will need to attend with  

                    their child) and a parent’s morning or evening out 

April – Easter Egg Hunt will be April 4th. 

July – Vacation Bible School will be July 12-17 

 

Stephanie Barts 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 

 

My name is Jacob Webster and I am the new Minister to 

Youth here at Ringgold Baptist Church. I have lived in 

Ringgold from the age of 9 with my family of 6. I graduat-

ed from Bluefield College in the Appalachian Mountains 

knowing God wanted me to serve his local church. I am 

blessed to have my beautiful wife, Amber, who fully sup-

ports me while maintaining her teaching career. Our vision for the youth group at Ringgold is for students, grades 6-

12, to view it as a place where they can enjoy the time they have while we’re there, while also being under the authori-

ty of Scripture in all we say and do. Some upcoming events to keep your eye on include: 

 

 MFuge at Ridgecrest (June 1-6) with a $60 deposit due February 1st  

 Souper Bowl Sunday (February 2nd) to help support the students for MFuge 

 Pancake Breakfast (early March) to help support the students for MFuge 

 Spaghetti Dinner (mid-April) to help support the students for MFuge 

 A long list of weekly summer activities including Celebration Station, laser tag, lock-ins and much more! 

 

Jacob Webster 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 



To Our Church Family, 

 You were a big part of making Christmas extra special for us. Thanks to the Carolers for including us on their "Christmas 

Tour".   Your songs were very inspiring and uplifting.   The gifts and cookies were another special treat-so good!   And I must add 

how beautiful the cards were - prettiest ever! 

 For ALL of your prayers and care, we thank you. 

   Lots of hugs, Charles and Jackie 

 

                        

 

               The Family of Bobby Scearce acknowledges with grateful appreciation your kind expression of sympathy. 

Many thanks to the Ringgold Baptist Church family for the beautiful flowers and for loving Bobby. 

                                          Ruth and Family 
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SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 

 for the DAN RIVER HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL Program  

 February 7, 2020, from 5-7 PM at  the Ringgold Fire Department.   

The cost will be a $10.00 donation per person with  

additional donations welcome.  Takeout's will be available.   

For more information or to help, you may call 434-250-3349/3397  

 

The snow date will be February 21, 2020   
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JO.Y. Club News 
 

 

Our February meeting will be a 
 

Tuesday, February 25 at 12:00 noon 

Our meal will be Pinto Beans and Cornbread. 

We'll need 4-5 people to bring beans and a few 

people to prepare cornbread.  Others may  

contribute to the dessert table. 
 

 

Remember to bring a canned food item 

 for  God’s Storehouse.  
 

   Don’t forget to save your used 

 postage stamps for our Veterans.    

 

Our friend to remember for  

February will be 
 

Billy DeMott 

4269 Ringgold Church Rd. 

Ringgold VA 24586 

 

 

You may leave cards for Billy 

 in the mailbox through  

February 28th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The J.O.Y. Club has been active at  

Ringgold Baptist Church for 42 years.   

Age is not a pre-requisite to join and you don't have to be  

retired!  Come join the fun and bring a friend! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 
   

The family and friends of Earlene Reabis in her passing. 

 The family and friends of Conway Goodman in his passing. 

  The family and friends of Bobby Scearce in his passing. 

   The family and friends of Jeff Dillard in his passing. 

    The Powell family in their loss of a loved one. 

The family and friends of Frances Fuqua in her passing. 

 The family and friends of Arnett Mills in his passing.   

  The family and friends of Sonny Gibson in his passing. 

   The family and friends of Bill Hines in his passing. 

    The family and friends of Mary Jane Hudgins Lovell in her passing. 

The family and friends of Chris Davis in his passing. 

 The family and friends of Junior Thacker in his passing. 

  The family and friends of Jason Scearce in his passing. 

   The family and friends of Linda Cook in her passing. 

    The family and friends of Scott Floyd Cowen in his passing. 

The family and friends of Lisa Walker in her passing. 

 



Page 4 THE REFLECTOR -  FEBRUARY 2020   

Announcements, Events & Reminders 

  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2  
        
      

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP IN     
  THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
 
A DELICIOUS WAY TO HELP 

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH TO  

RAISE FUNDS FOR A  

       MISSION TRIP THIS  

     SUMMER TO   

                                  RIDGECREST NC  

Gary and Debbie Carter 

Amber and Jacob Webster 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

 
Tuesday, February 4  

     6:00 pm  Eva Walton Circle,  

                          Tuscany Restaurant 

 

Sunday, February 9 

     6:00 pm Church Council 

 

Wednesday, February 12 

     6:30 pm Bi-Monthly Business Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 16    Scout Sunday 

     6:00 pm Finance Committee 

 

Saturday, February 22 

     3:00 pm Scout Pinewood Derby 

     5:00 pm Blue and Gold Banquet 

 

Monday, February 24 

     6:30 pm Building & Grounds  

 

Tuesday, February 25 

     Noon J.O.Y. Club

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

We are receiving more and more requests from groups in 

our community for the use of our church, especially the 

Family Life Center.  This is wonderful and we love being such 

a busy place!  For that reason, we need to remind everyone 

that it is more important than ever  to complete the reserva-

tion process as soon as possible if you wish to use space.  It's 

easy - the first step is to call the church office.  Help us to 

avoid conflicts and disappointments. 

 

 

BI-MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 

Wednesday, February 12 

6:30 PM 
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W.M.U.   
 

 

    

 

WMU Highlights for February 
  

 Thank you to the Eva Walton Circle for collecting items for House of Hope (homeless shelter) in Danville 

during the month of January.   
 

CHURCHWIDE MISSION PROJECT FOR FEBRUARY: 

The Danville-Pittsylvania Cancer Association provides various items for cancer clients who have a need.  A constant need is 

Ensure.  The clients prefer regular Ensure in chocolate, vanilla or strawberry flavors.  A few clients use the high  

        nutrition Ensure (high protein). 

Please purchase some Ensure and place in the WMU tote in the FLC hallway during the month of February. 
 

Watch for upcoming dates and events: 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will be the month of March.  Ingathering Sunday will be March 1.   

 Our goal is $2500.00. 

Spaghetti lunch in April to support the Youth Mission Program. 

Monetary donations to support Blessing Buckets for God’s Pit Crew in March & April. 
 

Thank you for your faithful support and participation in the mission projects of the WMU. 
 

Suzanne Emerson, WMU Director 

 

We just finished up with our initial committee meeting and the Music Committee 2020 consists of the following; 

   

  MUSIC COMMITTEE   
 

Chair  – Dan Wolfe, Director  Choir Members    Lay Members    

Co-Chair  – Ginger Collie, Organist   Duane Caldwell   Terri Motley  

Secretary – Leslie Blair, Pianist   Art Johnson   Peggy Johnson 

     Cindy Parker  

 

Looking forward... Easter 2020 is Sunday, April 12. 

Jesus, The Undefeated One – Celebrating Our Victorious Redeemer 

 

We’ve decided to perform the Easter cantata on Palm Sunday, April 5th,  And save Easter morning as a make-up date… just in case of bad 

weather, although I’m fairly sure that’s a long shot.  

 

We really need more participation in the choir AND any other musical talents you have to share with the congregation. Young folks  

especially… Talk to me or anyone else in the choir. If you have a talent playing guitar, for instance, we can use you… or flute, or saxophone, or 

violin, or drums, or any other instrument. But… 

 

I’d be remiss not to ask for singers. If anyone wants to join the choir it’s real easy. You just show up on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 (of course 

there are Sunday mornings also). No audition, no interview, no exams. Just bring your voice. I don’t care if you only sing in the shower or the 

car. God will forgive all your iniquities as long as you bring your voice and accept Jesus as your Savior.  

 

 “I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the music.” – J.S. Bach 

 

In Christ, Dan 


