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PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

       STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

 

Audio -  Todd Fitts / Larry Collie 

 

 

Backpack Buddies 

2/03/21 - Cheryl and Brian Horne 

2/17/21 - Sandra and Mike Gauldin 

 

 

Counting Committee Schedule 

2/07/21 - Team 2 - Dianne Donahoe, Linda Snead, Pam Tuck 

2/14/21 - Team 3 - Rhonda Moss, Kim Wyatt, Betty Jo Foster 

2/21/21- Team 4 -  Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 

2/28/21 - Team 1 - Mary Hughes, Sara McDowell 

 

 

Ushers - Mac McDowell, Butch Boyd, Steve Adkins, Sammy McCormick,  

David Dodson 

 

 

Bereavement Team 

Feb. - David Burgess, Stephanie Neal 

March - Larry and Ginger Collie 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

I was reading some notes children wrote to God recently, and I wanted to share some of them and relate them to how we should 

pray. Here are a few of the notes. 

 

 Dear God, did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident? 

 

 Dear God, instead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why don't You just keep the ones you have now?  

 

 Dear God, thank you for my baby brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy. 

 

 Dear God, I think about you sometimes, even when I'm not praying. 

 

 Dear God, I bet it is very hard for you to love all the people in the world. There are only four people in our family, and I 

 can never do it. 

 

 Dear God, we read Thomas Edison made light. But in Sunday School, we learned that You did it. So, I bet he stole your 

 idea. 

 

 Dear God, I do not think anybody could be a better God. Well, I just want you to know that I am not just saying this be

 cause you are God already. 

 

 Dear God, I didn't think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday. That was cool! 

 

 Dear God, please send me a pony. I never asked for anything before. You can look it up. 

 

 Dear God, if you watch me in church Sunday, I'll show you my new shoes. 

 

As I read these, I noticed how real children are with God. They just relate to God in a special way. They ask questions the way  

children ask questions. They are not pretentious. They are sincere. God wants to hear from us the same way. He wants to hear our 

questions. He wants to hear our comments. He just wants to hear from us. He wants us to ask for what we need. Sometimes, we are 

like the child who asked for a pony and reminded God he had never asked for anything before. Jesus said we have not because we 

ask not. God wants us to praise Him and thank him for the beautiful sunsets He makes. He wants us to recognize that He is God. We 

are God’s children, and we should stay in contact with our Father. Yes, the children’s notes to God are humorous, but not to God. To 

Him they are precious. I believe the more we pray, the more we become like our Father, because when we pray, we are spending 

time with Him. When we spend time with someone, we become more like they are. The more we become like the Father, the better 

we will love one another. The more we love one another and treat one another with brotherly love, the stronger we 

become as a church, and God will be pleased. Let’s try sending up some notes to God. 

 

          Pastor Duane 

  A Word from Pastor Duane 

  THE RINGGOLD 

     REFLECTOR 

 February  2021 



 
Deacon Moment... 
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If you made New Year’s Resolutions, it is interesting to note that most people have already broken these resolutions.  If 

you find yourself constantly making excuses to the things you want to do, use the 'If, Then'  mindset. 

 

I use this "If, Then" mindset quite often and it puts momentum to where I want to go and what I want to do. This can be 

food for thought to some who struggles with taking action. 

 

I discovered this when I was having this self-help stage in my life and I didn't find an easy explanation to this at the 

time. I only discovered this after reading tons of self-help books and watching tons in YouTube as well. Here is a  

simple blueprint for me to follow whenever I want something.  

 

 I want to start working out, but I don't have the time. 

 

 I want to make art but I am too exhausted. 

 

 I want a camera but I have no money. 

 

Here is how to change that with the "If, Then" rule: 

 

 -If I want to start working out, then I have to find a suitable schedule to do it. 

 

 -If I want to make art, then I have to figure out how to avoid exhausting myself. 

 

 -If I want to buy a camera, then I have to start budgeting to save from my daily allowance. 

 

The formula is: If I want (goal), then I have to (a simple solution you can start right away, then gradually progress). 

It is a matter of finding the right question, to find the best answer.  It can serve as a pathway or a guide to your goal 

rather than a full solution.  

 

A good practice is after asking this, you can start searching for the things you need to do to reach your goals. 

The solution is I need to find suitable schedule for workout, then start to try working out in morning.  If it wont fit then 

try lunch time tomorrow... Not again?  Try night time... Not again?! Try weekends... (And so on). 

 

This is a simple trick that I use to control my mind's belief of what is possible and what is not. It helps to give your 

mind a habit of thinking for solutions rather than thinking of excuses.  It doesn't give you the solution the first few 

times but the more you do it, the better answers you will get. 

 

This formula can be useful to many things, the only thing to be cautious about this rule is to be careful with the ques-

tions you ask. It is important to choose wisely, and also to keep on asking and searching for the best answer. 

 

I hope you get something from this, It's hard to master at first if you are used to excuses, but you will get there. 

          Submitted by Ronnie Emerson  
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 A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER TO CHILDREN 
 

The month of February makes me think of LOVE and I really get to thinking about God’s Love 

for me and you. 

 

When I see a heart, I think about love. We say or talk about love a lot in our lives. I want you to 

think about what love is and discuss this with all of the members of your family. 

 

If we really want to know what love is, the best place to find the answer is in the Bible. God not only told us what love is, he 

showed us. We can look in the Bible in Romans 5:7-8. The bible says, “God showed how much he loved us by sending Jesus to 

die for us, even though we were sinful.” That’s real love!! God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die for us even though 

we did not deserve it. 

 

As you go through the month of February, I want you to think about love. I want you to think about your love for your family 

(parents, grandparents, siblings, cousins, aunts/uncles). I also want you to think about your relationship with Jesus and under-

stand that God’s love for us is greater than any love we have felt before. 

 

We are continuing to meet during our regular church service on Sunday mornings while following social distancing guidelines. 

We would love to have you attend with us! We have our bible lesson as well as a craft and discussion. 

 

If you need to get in contact with me, please feel free to call or text 434-709-4709. 

 

~Stephanie Barts 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 

 
Happy New Year! I know I may be a bit behind but for me, it 

hasn’t quite felt like a new year yet. Since the beginning of the 

year, my family has had cases of Covid which has been odd to 

handle. Being from a close-knit family with my parents having 4 

kids, we’re used to all seeing each other multiple times a week. 

Quarantining and not seeing my family, especially my niece and 

newborn nephew, has proven to be a challenge for Amber and I. 

Apart from my family, it’s also been difficult not seeing you guys. Sundays and Wednesdays don’t feel the same without having 

youth in the church building, but Amber and I know this is what’s best while we quarantine. With the new year and things not 

seeming to be all that different, it’s easy for us to be discouraged. It reminds me of the account of King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chroni-

cles 20. We learned in the previous chapter that despite his flaws, good was found in the king and he had set his heart to seek God. 

In chapter 20, he finds out that a great multitude of armies are heading towards him to battle. Within a time that seemed hopeless 

for Judah, Jehoshaphat’s response was to set a fast throughout Judah, assemble the people together, and to turn to God in prayer. 

For me, the most striking part of the prayer is at the end of verse 12 when he says, “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are 

on you.” Jehoshaphat didn’t act like he had all the answers or that he could conjure up a strategy to defeat the great army ap-

proaching him. He was humble enough to confess that he didn’t know what to do but reminded himself and the people of Judah 

that their eyes are on God. For those of us who may feel hopeless, lost, confused, overwhelmed, or any other feeling, this is the 

proper response. Confess to God that we don’t know it all, humble ourselves to admit we need help, and remind ourselves where 

our focus is. I pray each of you continue to thrive in school, and I am eager to meet again with the youth.  

 

In Christ, 

Jacob Webster 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 



Pastor Caldwell, 

 Thank you and your congregation so much for honoring us with the prayer cloths.  It is reassuring to know 

that there are good Christian folks out there who support law and order.  I have been carrying my prayer cloth close 

to my heart since that day.  Once again, thank you on behalf of all the hardworking men and women of the Danville 

Sheriff's Office. 

       Sheriff Mike Mondul 

Proverb 3:5,6 
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                               I GO TO CHURCH . . . . 

Not because a sermon is preached, though it can be helpful; 

Not because good music is provided, though I obtain much benefit from the musical part of the service; 

Not because other people go, though following the crowd is all right when the crowd is going the right way; 

Not because I have the habit, though I consider the custom of church attendance valuable; 

Not because I am afraid God will punish me if I am absent, though neglect of church attendance brings  

moral and spiritual poverty; 

Not because at church I wear my best clothes, though, like most people, I enjoy being well-dressed; 

Not because there I am in the best society, though the company of Christian people is very attractive to me; 

Not because I agree with all the religious ideas and lifestyles of everyone who goes. I don't;  it's impossible. 

I go because Jesus went even when he could not agree with the scribes and Pharisees, nor the congregation. 

I go because God is my Creator and friend, the source of all that is worthwhile in my life and my world. 

 

      Reprinted from the RBC Bulletin -  November 10, 2002 
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JO.Y. Club News 
 

 

 

The J.O.Y. Club has been active at  

Ringgold Baptist Church for 43 years.   

Age is not a pre-requisite to join and  

you don't have to be retired!   

 

We hope we'll be able to gather together for  

fellowship and fun in the very near future.  

Make plans to come join the fun  

and bring a friend! 

                 

 

Our Friend to Remember for  

February will be 
 

Jean Neal 

1541 Ringgold Road 

Ringgold VA 24586 

 

 

You may leave cards for Jean 

 in the mailbox through  

February 28th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Valentine's Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 
   

The family and friends of Rev. Clyde Shelton in his passing. 

 The family and friends of Randy DeMott in his passing. 

  The family and friends of Teresa Lewis in her passing. 

   The family and friends of Pat Akers in her passing. 

     

The family and friends of Robert Glenn Stinespring in his passing. 
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Announcements, Events & Reminders 

 

 

 

 

 

AIMEE AND TIM CHESHER 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

 
Tuesday, February 2  

     6:00 pm  Eva Walton Circle 

                           

Sunday, February 7 

     11:30 am Deacons 

 

Wednesday, February 10 

     6:30 pm Bi-Monthly Business Meeting 

 

 

BI-MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 

Wednesday, February 10 

6:30 PM 

 

 

W.M.U.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

WMU Highlights for February 

  

Thank you to everyone who donated items or money for the care bags to be given to residents at our local care facili-

ties.  This is a mission project coordinated by Billie Freeman at the Danville-Pittsylvania Baptist Association.  She is 

very appreciative of RBC helping to supply the needed items. 

 

Details of a special February project will be announced soon. 

 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will be the month of March.  Ingathering Offerings will begin on March 7.  Our 

goal at RBC is $2500.00. 

 

Thank you for your faithful support and participation in the mission projects of the WMU. 

 

Suzanne Emerson 
WMU Director 

Page 5 THE REFLECTOR -  FEBRUARY 2021   

Happy Valentine's Day 
 

 

    

 

S aint Valentine was a C atholic priest who had also worked as a doctor. He lived in Italy during the 
third century AD and served as a priest in Rome.  
 
Historians don’t know much about Valentine ’s early life. They pick up Valentine ’s story after he be-
gan working as a priest. Valentine became famous for marrying couples who were in love but could-
n’t get legally married in Rome during the reign of Emperor C laudius II,  who outlawed weddings.  
 
C laudius wanted to recruit lots of men to be soldiers in his army and thought that marriage would be 
an obstacle to recruiting new soldiers. He also wanted to prevent his existing soldiers from getting 
married because he thought that marriage would distract them from their work.  
 
When Emperor C laudius discovered that Valentine was performing weddings, he sent Valentine to 
jail.  Valentine used his time in jail to continue to reach out to people with the love that he said J esus 
C hrist gave him for others.  
 
He befriended his jailer,  Asterious, who became so impressed with Valentine ’s wisdom that he 
asked Valentine to help his daughter, J ulia, with her lessons. J ulia was blind and needed someone 
to read material for her to learn it.  Valentine became friends with J ulia through his work with her 
when she came to visit him in jail.  
 
Emperor C laudius also came to like Valentine. He offered to pardon Valentine and set him free if 
Valentine would renounce his C hristian faith and agree to worship the  Roman gods. Not only did 
Valentine refuse to leave his faith, he also encouraged Emperor C laudius  to place his trust in C hrist. 
Valentine’s faithful choices cost him his life. Emperor C laudius was so enraged at Valentine ’s re-
sponse that he sentenced Valentine to die.  
 
Before he was killed, Valentine wrote a last note to encourage J ulia to stay close to J esus and to 
thank her for being his friend. He signed the note: “From your Valentine.” That note inspired people 
to begin writing their own loving messages to people on Valentine ’s Feast Day, February 14th, 
which is celebrated on the same day on which Valentine was martyred.  
 
Valentine was beaten, stoned, and beheaded on February 14, 270. People who remembered his 
loving service to many young couples began celebrating his life, and he came to be regarded as a 
saint through whom G od had worked to help people in miraculous ways. By 496, Pope G elasius 
designated February 14th as Valentine ’s official feast day. 
 
The most famous miracle attributed to S aint Valentine involved the farewell note that he sent to 
J ulia. Believers say that G od miraculously cured J ulia of her blindness so that she could personally 
read Valentine ’s note, rather than just have someone else read it to her.  

https://www.liveabout.com/god-goddess-3299365
https://www.thoughtco.com/who-is-claudius-117775

