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4620 Ringgold Church Road 

PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

        STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

 

 

Audio -  Larry Collie  
 

 

Nursery Schedule  

12/05 - Jacob and Amber Webster 

12/12 - Sherry Shively and Frankie Gilbert 

12/19 - Nancy Adams and Stephanie Neal 

12/26 - Dianne Donahoe and Gayle Barts 

 

Backpack Buddies 

12/01 - Debbie Bernard and Rebecca Hughes 

12/08 - Bobra Robinson and Madelyn Oliver 

12/15 - Dena and Duane Caldwell 

 
  

Ushers - Garrett Hughes, Keith Barker, Todd Fitts, Doug Motley, 

Bobby Wilkerson, David Burgess 

 
 

Bereavement Team 

December - Ray and Sara McDowell 
January - Sammy and Phyllis McCormick 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

I was recently diagnosed with Bell’s Palsy, which is an unexplained episode of facial muscle weakness or paralysis. 

This disorder has taught me a valuable lesson; don’t take what we have, for granted. Many things or abilities we have, we 

don’t think about because we have never been without them. Once I lost the ability to use the facial muscles on the right side 

of my face, I realized how much I had taken them for granted. I cannot close my right eye as I used to, which means it 

doesn’t even blink. I can’t blink the water from my eye. I must tape my eye shut at night to sleep. I sometimes must tape it 
shut in the daytime to keep it from burning because of not being able to blink tears away. When I shower, if I don’t cover my 

eye with my hand, water and soap get into my eye making it burn. I learned that the hard way. Sometimes it takes twice for 

those of us who don’t learn very fast. I had taken that ability for granted. 

I don’t guess I had really considered how important the muscles are that control our mouths. When you can’t use the 

muscle on one side of your mouth, it’s difficult to speak, get food into and keep it in your mouth, and get liquid to stay in 

your mouth prior to swallowing. Imagine brushing your teeth with your mouth partially open. It’s not a fun experience and 

kind of messy. It also turns a smile into a sneer. I have also discovered when your muscles droop, your nasal cavity partially 

closes and reduces the amount of air you can get into your nose. These are just a few things we take for granted daily when 

we have full use of our facial muscles.  

As we have just celebrated Thanksgiving and are quickly approaching Christmas, I realize there is so much we have 

that we take for granted. God created us and the world around us and everything works perfectly together. We have air to 

breath and food to eat that not only sustains us but tastes good. We have been given the ability to love and to be loved. We 

have the beauty that God created and eyes to enjoy that beauty. These are just a few of the simple things we take for granted 

every day. 

I am afraid one of the greatest things we take for granted is our salvation. God paid the greatest price that could be 

paid for our salvation by giving His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins, that by faith we may have eternal life. When we 

are born again, we thank Him, and know we have eternal life. But how often do we really think about what that means? 

Think about it. Jesus Christ left the glories of heaven, where there is no suffering, no pain, and no sin and came to earth 

where all those things exist. He took on an earthly body as He was born in a cow stable in a feeding trough.  He grew up 

experiencing all the traumas of growing up. Then, as an adult, He experienced rejection, pain, loss, and tragedies. Finally, 

Jesus was accused of crimes and sins He did not commit. He died on an old rugged cross. A cross He was nailed upon to 

shed His blood for the sins you and I committed, so we could live in heaven for all eternity.  

How do I know we take that for granted? Because if we didn’t take it for granted, we would live our lives for God to 

the fullest every day. We would take every opportunity to worship Him and to be in His house with His people. Worship-

ping Him would be the first priority in our lives instead of something we do when we have nowhere else to be. Imagine that 

gift being taken from us, knowing we wouldn’t be able to experience the gift of eternal life. Do you think it would help us 

more fully appreciate what Jesus did for us and live more fully for Him? I know once my facial muscles start working again, 

I will appreciate them more than I ever have. This Christmas let’s honor our Savior by focusing on Him and what He wants 

from us, rather than focusing on ourselves. Let’s give Him the greatest gift we can give Him which is our time and our-

selves. 

Pastor Duane 

  A word from Pastor Duane 

 December 2021 

 



Deacon Moment 
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Christmas Quotes 

 

‘Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind.  To cherish peace and goodwill, 

to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas.”   

                     Calvin Coolidge 

 

“I will honor Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the year.”                               

                                                                                                             Charles Dickens 

 

“Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” 

                          Charles Schulz 

  

“Christmas waves a magic wand over this world and behold everything is softer and more 

beautiful.”                                                                                              Norman Vincent Peale 

 

 

“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.”   

                                  Roy L. Smith 

 

“What is Christmas?  It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the  

future.  It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal 

and that every path may lead to peace.”   

                                                                                                                                   Agnes Pahro 

 

“Christmas is the season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall, the genial flame of 

charity in the heart.”    

                                                                                                                        Washington Irving 

 

“The greatest and most momentous fact which the history of the world records is the fact  

of Christ’s birth.”   

                                                                                                                          Charles Spurgeon 

 

“Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born king.” Peace on earth, and mercy 

mild, God and sinners reconciled!           

                                                                                                            Charles Wesley                                                                                 

 

 

                                                                                                                                         Submitted by Ronnie Emerson 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN'S MINISTER 
 

We had a wonderful month in November! Our Fall Festival was a great success! Thank 

you to EVERYONE who volunteered at any time throughout the event. This event 

would not have been possible without all of you. I believe that the community really 

enjoyed coming out and enjoying their time with their families. We had a total of 78 

children attend the event which lead to a wonderful outreach. 

 

We continue to learn more about the Bible and people throughout the Bible on Sunday 

Morning during the church service (10:15) and Sunday Evenings from 5-6pm. It is wonderful to see the children really start to 

connect some of the people and remember what we are learning from week to week. 

I love seeing the children every week and watching them grow by learning more through the Bible. I am so excited to see what 

the next year holds for your children. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call or text Stephanie Barts at 434-709-4709. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 - we will go Christmas Caroling as a church. It would be wonderful if the children could attend as 

well! We will just be visiting the shut-ins this year. We will leave for Caroling around 3:00pm from the church parking lot so 

please try to have your children at the church prior to that time. After Caroling, we come back to the church for a treat as well. 

Please let Stephanie know if your child will be attending or not so that we can plan as well. 

 

Thursday, December 30, 2021 - we will have a children’s movie night at church. All family members are welcome to attend. 

We will have movie plus popcorn and a drink. Children can bring a blanket to sit on while they watch the movie. We are looking 

forward to this fun family event for all to enjoy. This event will run from 6pm–8pm. The movie will start at 6:15pm. 

~Stephanie Barts 
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                 Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 

     

    The family and friends of David Ragans in his passing.  

   The family and friends of Phil George in his passing. 

  The family and friends of Tim Gwynn in his passing. 

The family and friends of Barbara Horne in her passing. 

      The family and friends of Marie Phillips Settle in her passing. 

     The family and friends of Sherman England in his passing. 

              The family and friends of Tom Barker in his passing. 

            The family and friends of Norman Alderson in his passing. 

     

DECEMBER BI-MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 

At the December Bi-Monthly Business Meeting, several items of importance will be brought to the church for 

a vote that everyone needs to be aware of prior to the meeting on December 8. 
 

♦  The Finance Committee will present the 2022 Budget. 
 

♦  The Nominating Committee will present their recommendations for officers and committees for 

2022. 

         

                          

 

                   

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Sunday, January 2      6:00 pm      Deacons 

Tuesday, January 4    7:00 pm      Eva Walton Circle 

Wednesday, January 12   6:30 pm      Family Night Dinner & Devotions 

                                                               Hosts: Ruth T.E.L. SS Class 
 

Sunday, January 16    5:00 pm      Committee Organizational Mtg 

Sunday, January 30    6:00 pm      Church Council 
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 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

     Tuesday, December 7 at Noon 

 

Join us for fun & fellowship 

Bring your favorite special holiday dish  

to share and a $5.00 gift 

 

Don't forget to bring stamps for the  

Veterans Program  

and canned food for God's Storehouse 

 

During the month of December,  

please join the J.O.Y. Club   

in remembering each of our  

Homebound Shut-ins 

& 

 Nursing Home Residents 

 with cards, visits and  

phone calls, when possible. 

 

J.O.Y. Club News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Merry Christmas!  

     “Christmas Is Coming” is a well-known traditional Carol talk-

ing about the meaning and symbol of Christmas: a time of cele-

bration and goodness. 

     The exact origin of the poem is unknown, but the first music 

sheet is attributed to Edith Nesbit (Bland) (1858-1924), the au-

thor of some popular children’s literature. For years the song has 

been included in many elementary school music books.  

     It became popular in the 1960s when the Kingston Trio in-

cluded it on their album “The Last Month of the Year” titled “A 

Round About Christmas”.  

     Over the years “Christmas Is Coming” has become one the 

most popular rounds and Christmas songs for children, both in 

the USA and the UK. 

Christmas is a-coming, 

The goose is getting fat, 

Please to put a penny 

In an old man's hat. 

 

If you haven't got a penny, 

A ha'penny will do. 

If you haven't got a ha'penny, then 

God bless you! 

 

So God bless you all and best wishes for a Merry Christmas! 

                          Dan  

 

To Our Church Family, 

     What a blessing you have been to our family.  All the 

love and support shown to us during our Journey.  All the 

cards, food and gift bags have been so uplifting and help-

ful to us.  We so appreciate all those who helped with the 

benefit, the many desserts prepared and wrapped.  

Please  continue to pray for us  as we continue this Jour-

ney.  We hope to be back at Ringgold soon. 

      Love,  

   Tonya and Kevin 
               
 
Our Ringgold Church Family, 

     Thank you so much for the love, calls, visits, prayers, 

food and donations that was shown during our mother's 

death.  She loved people and her church - Barry and I 

were so blessed for Christian parents like them. 

     Special thanks to our wonderful Pastor who was there 

for our family, the J.O.Y. Club and the wonderful kitch-

en crew that prepared a great meal at the funeral - Ron-

nie, Suzanne, Phyllis, James and Linda and Betty Jo. 

   With Love,  

   The Neal Family 
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Announcements, Events & Reminders 

 

 December Business Meeting 

Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

2022 Offering Envelopes 

Envelopes will be available in late December in the hallway of the 

Family Life Center.  
 

The envelopes will be arranged alphabetically by 

family for your convenience. 
 

If you are participating in Online Giving and do 

not want to continue to receive envelopes OR  

If you did not receive envelopes last year and 

would like to have them for this coming year, please notify the 

church office at 822-5959 or  

                  e-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

   

LOTTIE MOON  

CHRISTMAS MAILBOX  
 

 
 

The Ruth / T.E.L. Sunday School Class will  again sponsor the  
“Lottie Moon” Christmas mailbox  for cards to your church 

family this year.   
 

     The last date to bring your cards will be  
Wednesday, December 15  to the mailbox located behind  

the organ.  The cards will then be sorted to Sunday School 
Classes and other church members on Sunday, December 19. 

      
As always, we ask that money not used for Christmas card 
postage be donated to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.   

     You may put your donations in a separate envelope in the 
box with the cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 24, 2021 
 

5:00 pm 

   

 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH-WIDE CAROLING 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 3:00 PM 

 

HELP SPREAD CHEER TO  

OUR COMMUNITY! 

 BUDGET REVIEW 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 5 

 

5:00 PM 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  

CANTATA 

 

SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 19 

 

10:30 AM 

ADDITIONAL DATES  TO REMEMBER 

 

December 5 - 6:00 pm  Deacons 

 

December 7 - 6:00 pm   Eva Walton Circle  

                              Christmas Meeting - Salad Supper 
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WMU HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, November 21, was Baptist Women’s Day at Ringgold Baptist Church.  Our featured speaker this year 

was Karen Harris, Executive Director of God’s Storehouse.  A love offering was received for God’s Store-

house at the evening Community Thanksgiving Service on November 21 at 6:00 pm. 

 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to everyone who made it possible to fill boxes to date.  Thanks to the  

generosity Ringgold Baptist Church, this year we have surpassed last year's high of 257 boxes.    

 

THE TOTAL OCC SHOEBOXES FILLED FOR 2021 IS 313!! 

 

A very special thanks to Bobra Robinson, OCC Coordinator, for her tireless efforts with the OCC project.  
Twenty plus volunteers will travel to the Operation Christmas Child Processing Center in Charlotte, NC 

on December 4. 

 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions: 

Begins Sunday, December 5 throughout the month of December. 
Our goal at RBC is $4,000.00. 

 
Two hundred and thirteen (213) pounds of beans, rice and Jiffy Cornbread Mix were donated for God’s 
Storehouse in October.  Thank you to all who participated and a special thanks to the Eva Walton Circle 
for donating one hundred ($100) dollars of beans, rice and cornbread for this ministry. 
 
Matthew 25 Ministries Pill Bottle Collection 

Continue to put your empty pill bottles in the WMU tote in the FLC hallway AFTER you pull the label 
off. 

Hundreds of pill bottles have already been collected, washed and sorted by size in Ziploc bags ready 
to be shipped to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Many thanks to the ladies in the Eva Walton Circle who are washing  
and sorting the pill bottles. 

 
THANK YOU for continuing to always be a “WMU PARTNER” at RBC! 
 

Suzanne Emerson, WMU Director 


