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4620 Ringgold Church Road 

PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

        STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

 

 

Audio -  Larry Collie / Landon Horne  
 

 

Counting Committee Schedule 

12/06 - Team 4 - Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 

12/13 - Team 1 - Mary Hughes,  Lauren Horne, Sara McDowell 

12/20 - Team 2 - Dianne Donahoe, Linda Snead, Pam Tuck 

12/27 - Team 3 - Rhonda Moss, Kim Wyatt, Betty Jo Foster 

 

Nursery Schedule  

12/06 - Brad and Bonnie McDarmont, Debbie Bernard 

12/13 - Suzanne Emerson, Betty Jo Foster, Kitty Anderson 

12/20 - Diane Foster, Sammy McCormick, Donna Martin 

12/27 - Sandra Gauldin, Nancy Adams, Dianne Donahoe 

 
  

Ushers - James Snead, Garrett Hughes, Keith Barker, Todd Fitts, Doug Motley, 

Bobby Wilkerson, David Burgess 

 
 

Bereavement Team 

December - Ray and Sara McDowell 
January - Sammy and Phyllis McCormick 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

As I sit to write this article, I must admit my mind is blank. I have been pondering for days, but yet my mind is still blank. 

I just have not been able to come up with a topic for this article. It is Christmas time and that’s a good topic, but what angle should 

I take? Again my mind is blank. But as my fingers flow along the keyboard typing this, I realize this is what God wants us to be. 

He wants us to be clear of our own thoughts, agendas, plans, and schemes. He desires to use us, lead us, and guide us as we go. It 

is much easier to do that if we simply clear our minds of everything else. When our boys joined the Air Force they had to go to 

basic training where the Air Force had to rid them of their former habits and ways of doing things so they could start with a blank 

slate and could be trained to do things the Air Force way. When we went to see our sons for graduation from basic training, we 

were informed to be careful with them because our boys were now property of the United States Air Force. We noticed everything 

they did was done in a different manner. The Air Force had molded them into the image of who they wanted them to be.  

 Jesus Christ was born into this world in order for us to have the opportunity to become a blank slate for God to use and 

create into His image. When we are born into this world, we are born with a sinful nature. No one has to teach us to sin. We do it 

naturally. Our human nature is full of sinful tendencies. We do not have the ability to save ourselves from this nature. But God 

loves us so much He sent Jesus into this world to set us free from our sinful nature. He was born of a virgin into lowly circum-

stances. He grew up and lived a perfect life and was crucified on a rugged Roman cross for crimes He had not committed. Jesus 

died on that cross in our place. He was our substitute. The crimes He was accused of were sins against God. He was innocent, but 

we are not. The price for our sins must be paid, but we can’t pay them. So Jesus paid the price with His life for us with His blood 

so we might have the free gift of eternal life. We receive that gift by faith. We must confess our sins, which means admitting to 

God what He already knows about us. We must repent of those sins, which means we turn from our sins and turn to Jesus. We then 

must make Jesus Lord of our life by trusting Him in everything. When we do that, we belong to Him. We become His property and 

we are not our own any longer. His blood washes us white as snow. In other words we are cleansed and our slate is made blank. 

We become new creatures in Christ and the old creature is gone. This way God can mold us into the image of His Son Jesus Christ 

because we are His. 

 1 John 1:9 tells us “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright-

eousness.” This means when we realize other things are causing our blank slate to become cluttered with things not of God we 

must confess them to God in order for Him to continue to mold us into the image of Christ. Lamentations 3:22–23 says, “Through 

the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning.” In other words, God 

never runs out of mercy. He never gets to the point He won’t forgive us and cleanse us from “the weights and sins that so easily 

entangle us” from becoming more like Jesus. As soon as we realize we have sinned against God we must confess and repent of that 

sin and He will wipe it away and give us the strength not to repeat the offense against Him.  We must get our minds clear of the 

things of the world and let God fill our minds with Godly things and transform us into what He would have us to be. Romans 12:1-

2 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the re-

newing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

 This is why we can celebrate the birth of Jesus. He was born that we could be set free and wiped clean to become children 

of God and become like Him. If you don’t have a blank mind for God to write on, to mold, and to use, how about asking God right 

now to clear the clutter from your mind and your life so you can see and hear Him in order for Him to lead you and create you to 

be the person He intends for you to become. Jesus came to give us the free gift of eternal life. This Christmas would you give Jesus 

the gift of yourself? That would be a great gift to give Him. Besides He has already paid the price. Merry Christmas.  

Pastor Duane 

  A word from Pastor Duane 

 December 2020 

 



Deacon Moment 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 

 

 During this time of year, we begin to hear Christmas Carols being sung and one carol has intrigued me. What in 

the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans and especially a partridge that won’t come out of a pear tree 

have to do with Christmas? 

 

 From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.  An un-

known author wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics.  It has two levels of meaning; the surface mean-

ing plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church.  Each element in the carol has a code word for a reli-

gious reality which the children could remember. 

 

 The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

 Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testament. 

 Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

 The four calling birds were the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke & John. 

 The five gold rings refer to the first five books of the Old Testament, the Pentateuch. 

 The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

 Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit:  Prophesy, Serving, Teaching,  

 Exhortation,  Contribution, Leadership and Mercy. 

 The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

 Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit:  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness,  

               Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control. 

 The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 

 The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 

 The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. 

Now you know how this Christmas Carol got its origin. 

 

 Merry Twelve Days of Christmas! 

                                                                                                                                               Submitted by Ronnie Emerson 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN'S MINISTER 
 

It is already December of 2020! I can't believe that the holiday season is upon us! This 

year has definitely flown by. Although it has been different and there have been many 

changes, the one thing we know that hasn't changed is God's love for us. 
 

People around the world celebrate Christmas with social and family gatherings, festive 

decorations, and gift giving. But, how many people know the true reason that we cele-

brate this special holiday. Being Christians ourselves, it's a good opportunity to re-

member the true meaning of Christmas. Our Heavenly Father gave us the greatest gift of all - Jesus. Jesus brought hope and gave 

messages of love, forgiveness, and grace. He gave us a relationship with our heavenly Father and eternal life. 
 

As we go through this holiday season, think about God and the wonderful gift he gave us in Jesus. This is a great opportunity to 

tell others about this wonderful gift as well! 
 

I pray that everyone has a wonderful Christmas and I look forward to seeing you at Church on Sundays! 
 

As a reminder, due to Covid-19 restrictions and the Nursery unable to be operational at this time, we encourage any child aged 3 

years old - 5th grade to join us. We meet in the Family Life Center or outside on sunny days. 

If you need to reach out to me, please feel free to call or text me at 434-709-4709 with any questions you may have. 
 

~Stephanie Barts 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas!  

 

Well almost. It feels like this holiday season is flying by even though things are different. Family events have had to be pushed 

off until next year, get togethers cancelled due to precaution, and life still seems off. Despite all of this, we still have reason to 

celebrate. With Thanksgiving, we praise and thank God for what He has given us. We know that every good and perfect thing 

comes from above. Though we may know this verse, we often times neglect to acknowledge what it truly means. The roof over 

your head, the food you eat, the clothes you wear, and the people who love you are all things God has given to you. Without Him, 

we would have nothing to be thankful for. As we get ready to celebrate Christmas, let us remember that it is much more than giv-

ing and receiving gifts, seeing loved ones, and enjoying the company of others. It is a celebration of the birth of humanity’s only 

hope. Without the birth, life, death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, we would live our lives like those of many other religions. 

That is, trying to work our way to earn God’s favor. By God’s grace, the life and death of Jesus gives us the opportunity to enter 

into a relationship with Him by Christ’s work, not ours. Let us not forget why we celebrate. 

 

In love, 

Jacob Webster 
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             Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 

     

  The family & friends of  Sue Williamson in her passing. 
  

  The family & friends of Brenda Dejong in her passing. 
 

    The family & friends of Bill Stephens in his passing. 
    

The family & friends of  Rev. John Groff in his passing. 
 

      

. 

DECEMBER BI-MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 

At the December Bi-Monthly Business Meeting, several items of importance will be brought to the church for 

a vote that everyone needs to be aware of prior to the meeting on December 9. 
 

♦  The Finance Committee will present the 2021 Budget. 
 

♦  The Nominating Committee will present their recommendations for officers and committees for 

2021. 

         

                         FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

 

                   

Ringgold Baptist Church Family, 

     Thank you for your support for our 

staff.  The treats were delicious and very 

much appreciated.  Please continue to pray 

for our students, parents and staff. 

 

                          Anastasia Broomell 

                          Dan River High School 

Ringgold Baptist Church members, 

     Thank you on behalf of Kentuck Ele-

mentary PTO for the generous number of 

donated masks.  The support from your 

church family is overwhelming.  Thank 

you for helping to ensure our students 

learn in a safe and healthy environment. 

 

  Shannon Stoler 

  KES PTP President 
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  To say this year has been challenging is an understatement!  

We hoped the Covid19 Pandemic situation would improve each 

month but continue to find ourselves in limbo. 

 We are hopeful for 2021 to be much brighter and that we will 

be able to come together again in love and fellowship.  With that 

in mind, we have scheduled a trip to the Pennsylvania Amish 

Country October. 4-7  The highlight of the trip will be tickets to 

"Esther".   

 I have missed the warmth and companionship of our  

meetings and know that you have too.     

                 Merry Christmas to each of you.            Harriett 

 

During the month of December,  

please join the J.O.Y. Club   

in remembering each of our  

Homebound Shut-ins 

& 

 Nursing Home Residents 

 with cards in addition to  

phone calls, when possible. 

 

J.O.Y. Club News 
 

 

 

     Thank you so much for the cards, calls, visits and 

food you lovingly provided last month when Susan 

lost her battle with cancer.  I am so grateful for the 

love and support this church has always shown us, but 

especially during Susan’s illness and death.  Your 

many kindness made difficult days better and gave us 

strength.  Please keep me in your prayers, it will be  

tough through the Holidays and days ahead. 

                 

                                               Jimmy Wilkerson 

WELCOME  

     NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

Matthew & Kelsey Riddle 

Charles & Bonnie Case 

Mildred Wilkerson 

Madelyn Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas, 
 

This certainly has been somewhat of a weary-some year, what 

with all manner of restrictions imposed on most of us from vari-

ous authorities. Many of the impositions have been questionable 

and burdensome, placing hardships on us all. But God always 

wins in the end. And He’s telling us there are better times ahead if 

we keep the faith. He is in control – I am not. He sets the agenda – 

I fulfill it as best I can.  
 

I think the lack of choir music at our services has been a blessing, 

in a way. Featured soloists have done a beautiful job in bringing 

the Word to us. Thank you to Kathy and Cathy, Rhonda, Leslie, 

Ginger, Cindy, Art, and Tom and Susan Aiken.  
 

Music is a gift of God and part of the created order. 
 

From its inception, “when the morning stars sang together and all 

the heavenly beings shouted for joy” (Job 38:7), to its consumma-

tion, when “every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth and in the sea, and all that is in them” will sing to the Lamb 

on the throne (Rev. 5:13), creation is musical. “All nature sings 

and round me rings the music of the spheres.” Human music-

making participates in the music of creation and reflects the order, 

beauty, and diversity of God’s creation. 
 

During this Christmas season, we hope you all have peace and 

abundance, hope for God’s kingdom on earth, faith in Christ  

Jesus, Charity and Love for all.  
 

God Bless, 

Dan 
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Announcements, Events & Reminders 

 

 December Business Meeting 

Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

Envelopes will be available in late December in the hallway of the 

Family Life Center.  
 

The envelopes will be arranged alphabetically by 

family for your convenience. 
 

If you are participating in Online giving and do 

not want to continue to receive envelopes OR  

If you did not receive envelopes last year and 

would like to have them for this coming year, please notify the 

church office at 822-5959 or  

                  e-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

   

LOTTIE MOON  

CHRISTMAS MAILBOX  
 

 
 

The Ruth / T.E.L. Sunday School Class and Eva Walton Circle 
will  co-sponsor the  “Lottie Moon” Christmas mailbox 

 for cards to your church family this year.  Because of Covid19 
restrictions, we are doing this a little differently. 

 
     The last date to bring your cards will be  

Sunday, December 6th to the mailbox located behind  
the organ.  The cards will then be sorted and your festive 
family card bag will be available for you to pick up in the 

FLC on Sunday, December 13th. 
      

As always, we ask that money not used for Christmas card 
postage be donated to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.   

     You may put your donations in a separate envelope in the 
box with the cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 
 

5:00 pm   On Sunday, November 22, two hundred and 

twenty-six Pocket Prayer Cloths were blessed on 

our altar for the Danville Sheriff's Department, 

Danville Police Department, and the Virginia 

State Police Area 43, Chatham.  Shown above 

praying with Pastor Duane and accepting the 

prayer cloths for their respective departments are 

Sheriff Mike Mondul, Deputy Jacob Keatts, and 

Trooper Nicolas Keister.   

      A special thanks to all who are participating 

in this ministry by crocheting and/or donating 

yarn: Toni Adkins, Jeannie Adkins, Ravenna 

Hawkins, Diane Donahoe, Suzanne Emerson, 

Betty Jo Foster, Cheryl Horne, Sara McDowell, 

Betty Atkinson, Linda Snead, Peggy Welborn 

and Cheryl Hogg. 
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WMU HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Sunday, November 8, was Baptist Women’s Day at Ringgold Baptist Church.  

Our featured speaker this year was Jackie Hardison who is the daughter of the 

late Bobby Scearce.  Jackie made her father very proud as she shared her 

testimony with the church.  

 

Thank you to these women:  Betty Jo Foster for leading the opening to the  

Worship Service, Rhonda May for the inspirational Veteran's Day tribute, 

Kathy Andrews for leading the music, Ginger Collie and Leslie Blair for their wonderful contribution 

each Sunday, and Nancy Snead for the beautiful special music selection that touched everyone's heart. 

 

In the midst of the COVID Pandemic the spirit of giving is definitely ALIVE in Ringgold Baptist 

Church.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU to everyone who made it possible to fill 273 boxes by donating 

money or filling a box.  We have surpassed last year’s total of 259! 

 

A very special thanks to Bobra Robinson, OCC Coordinator, for her tireless  

efforts with the OCC project even during her personal battle with cancer 

since March.  She is a special lady! 

 

In a trying time, we are thankful that we still have several volunteers who will travel to the  

Operation Christmas Child Processing Center in Charlotte, NC on December 5. 

 
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions will begin on Sunday,  
December 6 throughout the month of December.  Our goal at RBC is $4,000.00. 
 
The Eva Walton Mission Circle always welcomes visitors and new members of all ages.  This  
mission circle offers unique opportunities of fellowship and bonding in showing Christ’s love as 
we reach out to help others. 
 
THANK YOU for continuing to always be a “WMU PARTNER” at RBC! 
 

Suzanne Emerson,WMU Director 

 

 


