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4620 Ringgold Church Road 

PO Box 100 

Ringgold, VA 24586 

Phone: (434) 822-5959 

E-mail: office@ringgoldbaptist.org 

Ringgold Bapt is t  Church  

STAFF 
 

Pastor............................Rev. Duane Caldwell 

Administrative Secretary............Cheryl Hogg 

Minister to Children...............Stephanie Barts 

Minister to Youth....................Jacob Webster 

Minister of Music......................Daniel Wolfe 

Organist.....................................Ginger Collie 

Pianist...........................................Leslie Blair 

Groundskeeper...........................Doug Motley 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday School             -     9:15 am 

Sunday Morning         -   10:30 am 

Sunday Evening          -     5:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening   -     6:30 pm 

       STAFF / SERVICE TIMES / MONTHLY SERVANTS 

 

Audio:  Ken Holley / Landon Horne 
 

Counting Committee Schedule 

8/02/20- Team 3 - Rhonda Moss, Kim Wyatt, Betty Jo Foster 

8/09/20-  Team 4 - Ellen Boyd, Kitty Anderson, Kim Dodson 

8/16/20 - Team 1 - Mary Hughes,  Lauren Horne, Sara McDowell 

8/23/20 - Team 2 - Dianne Donahoe, Linda Snead, Pam Tuck 

 

Nursery Schedule 

8/02/20 - Donna Martin, Peggy Johnson, Frankie Gilbert 

8/09/20 - Lauren Horne, Sherry Shively, Kristie McDowell 

8/16/20 - Brad and Bonnie McDarmont, Debbie Bernard 

8/23/20 - Suzanne Emerson, Betty Jo Foster, Kitty Anderson 

 

 Ushers:  James Snead, Garrett Hughes, Keith Barker, Todd Fitts, Doug Motley, 

Bobby Wilkerson, David Burgess 

 

Message Board Schedule 

August - Sara and Kristie McDowell 

September - Dara Johnson 

 

Bereavement Team 

August - Ray and Sara McDowell 

September - Sammy and Phyllis McCormick 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

  A Note from Pastor Duane 

 AUGUST 2020 

  

Wow. It is hot outside. I find myself getting out earlier so I can get things done outside before it gets so hot, I can’t stand to be out there. 

My garden has also come to a standstill as far as produce goes because not only is it hot, it is dry. I have planted some new plants, and I have be-

gun to irrigate them, so they will not only survive, but thrive. It’s too late for a lot of my garden, because I kept watching the weather forecast and 

thinking and hoping it would rain on it. The rain would be all around us, but none fell here. I could hear and see the results of rain in other places 

near us: the dark clouds, the thunder, the lightning, and the cooler temperatures. I would think that maybe we’ll get some tomorrow, so I didn’t 

irrigate. Now, it may be too late for my earlier plants. So, I am trying to make sure my later plants survive. 

A little over a month ago, I planted some squash and zucchini seeds and many of them came up as dry as it was and began to grow. I 

was excited about how they were thriving. Within the last week, they began to bloom. By the time I decided I needed to water them, over half of 

the plants had died and started to dry up. It was too late for them, because I was waiting for the crises of heat and drought to end. 

With all that is going on around us with the COVID-19 pandemic, many of us have neglected our spiritual nourishment while waiting 

for the crises to end. Since churches had to close their doors back in March, many folks have gotten out of the habit of going to church and in the 

habit of not going for various reasons. Some are fearful because of the virus that is running rampant around us and what it could do them if they 

contracted it. Some have found it convenient to stay home and watch online. Some have just found other things to do. By the time churches began 

to open back up, whether inside or outside, a lot of people had gotten out of the habit of going to church. There is a lot more to church than just the 

worship service. We need one another for many reasons. We need the spiritual water of the Word and the church to nourish our spiritual lives so 

that we thrive and not just survive. 

There was an illustration used in Sunday School this past Sunday concerning the need for church. In the Redwood Forest, there are 

many redwood trees. Redwood trees grow to approximately 350 feet tall and 20 feet in diameter. They have a very shallow root system, but their 

roots extend out over 100 feet from their base. But even with that, redwood trees weren’t meant to survive alone. Their roots intertwine with other 

redwood trees so that they support one another in order to stay upright. 

We need one another for support in order to stay upright and continue to grow spiritually. Without one another, we will topple over and 

deteriorate spiritually. Some folks are waiting until the virus is over or until there is a vaccine before they go back to church. Please don’t wait 

until then to get reconnected to your church. Don’t wait until you have spiritually dried up to try to do something about it. We are meeting outside 

every Sunday morning. At some point, we will get back inside with some restrictions to keep everyone safe.  It is just as safe to go to church as to 

go to the grocery store, Walmart, Target, Lowes, and any restaurant. We need each other and the fellowship of the body of Christ. The church is 

more essential for our spiritual health than any other place we could go. Hebrews 10:24-25 says “And let us consider one another in order to stir 

up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 

more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Please don’t let other things be a substitute for your church family. Not that there’s anything wrong with watching the service online, but 

in person attendance is better if it’s possible for you. There is nothing wrong with online Bible studies, but don’t let it be a substitute for your 

church family.  I don’t know about you, but I want what is best over what is good and that is God’s desire. He desires what is best for us. That is 

why He gave birth to the church. We need each other. We need you and you need us. Let us get back in the habit of assembling ourselves together 

for the spiritual nourishment of us all. Don’t wait until it’s too late and you are all dried up. 

Pastor Duane 



Deacon Dialogue 
  

SCARS FOR LIFE 

 

Some years ago on a hot summer day in south Florida, a little boy decided to go for a swim in the old swim-

ming hole behind his house. In a hurry to dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, leaving behind 

shoes, socks, and shirt as he went. He flew into the water, not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of 

the lake, an alligator was swimming toward the shore. 

 

His mother in the house was looking out the window saw the two as they got closer and closer together. In 

utter fear, she ran toward the water, yelling to her son as loudly as she could. Hearing her voice, the little boy 

became alarmed and made a U-turn to swim to his mother. It was too late. Just as he reached her, the alligator 

reached him. 

 

From the dock, the mother grabbed her little boy by the arms just as the alligator snatched his legs. That began 

an incredible tug-of-war between the two. The alligator was much stronger than the mother, but the mother 

was much too passionate to let go. 

 

A farmer happened to drive by, heard her screams, raced from his truck, took aim and shot the alligator. Re-

markably, after weeks and weeks in the hospital, the little boy survived. His legs were extremely scarred by 

the vicious attack of the animal. And, on his arms, were deep scratches where his mother's fingernails dug into 

his flesh in her effort to hang on to the son she loved. 

 

The newspaper reporter who interviewed the boy after the trauma, asked if he would show him his scars. The 

boy lifted his pant legs. And then, with obvious pride, he said to the reporter, "But look at my arms. I have 

great scars on my arms, too. I have them because my Mom wouldn't let go." You and I can identify with that 

little boy. We have scars, too. No, not from an alligator, or anything quite so dramatic. But the scars of a pain-

ful past. Some of those scars are unsightly and have caused us deep regret. But, some wounds, my friend, are 

because God has refused to let go. 

 

In the midst of your struggle, He's been there holding on to you. The Scripture teaches that God loves you. 

You are a child of God. He wants to protect you and provide for you in every way. 

 

But sometimes we foolishly wade into dangerous situations. The swimming hole of life is filled with peril - 

and we forget that the enemy is waiting to attack. That's when the tug-of-war begins - and if you have the 

scars of His love on your arms be very, very grateful. He did not and will not - let you go. 

 

              - Author Unknown 

 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with 

you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 

Submitted by Mac McDowell 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN'S MINISTER 
 

This Summer has gone by quickly! We have been having a fun time during Children’s Church 

on Sundays during our regular morning service outside. I look forward to seeing the children 

every week. 

 

As we move into August, children will be going back to school. I pray for their safety and their comfort. I pray that they all have 

a great school year and look forward to hearing stories about first days of school and what they are learning. 

 

EXCITING UPDATE: There will be a VBS this year in September. However, the schedule and system will be different than 

previous years in order to follow the social distance guidelines set forth for Virginia. More information to come on this exciting 

event! 

 

If you need to reach out to me, please feel free to call or text me at 434-709-4709 with any questions you may have. 

~Stephanie Barts 

 

 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH MINISTER 

 

 

 
I recently had the opportunity to catch up with some old friends from college. After about an hour of messaging, we all 

realized we could’ve used all this free time to Facetime, Skype, etc, but we were so preoccupied with doing nothing that we 

missed the opportunities. I guess my parents were right when they said hindsight is 20/20. As life continues the way it has and 

summer comes to an end, I challenge each of you to utilize the free time you’ve been given. Have there been friends you haven’t 

reached out to since school let out? Send them a message. Has there been a book you’ve wanted to read, a story you wanted to 

write, an instrument you wanted to learn to play but just haven’t made the time for it? Use this time God has given us and take 

advantage of it. I sincerely miss you guys at youth group, at Sunday school, and in service. I can relate to Paul writing in Philip-

pians 1 when he says, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 

prayer with joy.” Don’t waste the time we’ve been given but also don’t neglect your friendships and relationships for the sake of 

doing nothing. 

In Christ, 

Jacob Webster 
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Dear Church Family, 

 We just want to thank everyone for all the cards, calls, and especially the many prayers while we were ill with the Covid-

19 virus.  Special thanks to Pastor Duane and our Deacon, Ronnie Emerson. 

 Thank you so very much for the numerous prayers that have been lifted up for our son-in-law, Alan Buckner. Alan is fi-

nally home after 31 days of hospitalization.  He has a long way to go, but he is still with us.  We have our Lord and Savior to thank 

for that. 

 We are so thankful for our church family and we love each and every one of you. 

       Love, 

       Garrett and Betty Sue Hughes 

 
               

 

To Our Church Family, 

May God Bless everyone.  We have had a lot of pain in the past, but we know that you are there for us when we need you. This has 

been too long coming and it’s not just enough to say thank you but we do appreciate everything you have done for our family in 

the death of Curtis’s two brothers and two sisters but more than anything the love we were shown when we lost our youngest 

daughter, Susan.  And for all the prayers when our grandson was shot. We have one of the best pastors (and church families) there 

is.  We love and will continue to value your love for our family.   

 

A very Big Thank You to Pastor Duane for all he has done for us, our family and our church. 

 

       With Much Love, 

       Curtis & Janet Lewis & family 

 
               

 

Thank you so very much, Dena, for your prayers and love shown to our family by coming to the hospital and staying all day for 

countless times when our grandson was shot.  We do appreciate everything. 

 

       God Bless You, 

       Curtis and Janet Lewis and family 

          Our deepest Christian sympathy to: 

 

The family & friends of Taylor Foust in her passing 

 The family & friends of Buddy Elliott in his passing 

  The family & friends of Bruce Long in his passing 

   The family & friends of Ben Sippel in his passing 

The family & friends of  Novalene Eanes in the passing of her niece, Robyn Denise Goodman 

 The family & friends of Brad Campbell in his passing 

  The family and friends of Patrick Martin in his passing 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a “show and tell” assign-

ment. Each student was instructed to bring in an object to 

share with the class that represented their religion. 

The first student got up in front of the class and said, “My name 

is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a Star of David.” 

The second student got up in front of the class and said, “My 

name is Mary. I’m a Catholic and this is a Rosary.” 

The third student got in up front of the class and said, “My 

name is Tommy. I am Baptist, and this is a casserole.” 
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I had  hoped we would have been 

able to meet this summer but due to 

concerns for the health and safety of 

everyone, it seemed prudent to post-

pone our J.O.Y. Club socials.  

 

Although we attempted to host a 

picnic last month, the oppressive 

heat made it impossible.   

 

We  are making every effort to come together soon so that we will all feel 

comfortable and safe.  I look forward to sharing that information with you 

as soon as possible!! 

      ~ Harriett Jones 

 

Our special friend for August is 
 

Connie McCormick 

 

2032 Ringgold Church Road 

Ringgold VA 24586 
 

You may leave cards for Connie 

in the mailbox through August 31st. 

 

J.

 

       BRASS URN WITH BOW 

 

The companion to this urn is in the  

Sanctuary.  If you accidently left church 

with the urn, we would greatly appreciate 

the return of the missing item. 

              Thanks so much! 

 

 



Page 4 THE REFLECTOR -  AUGUST  2020   

Announcements, Events & Reminders 

 

 

 
 
 

OCC SHOEBOXES 

 
This is the best time of the 

year to stock up on school sup-

ply items for your Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes! 

Some popular items are:  

crayons, colored pencils, pens, 

pencils, sharpeners, erasers, 

notebooks, and rulers. Grab 

them while all the back to 

school sales are going on!   

MEETINGS 

⬧    Deacons 

       Sunday, August 2  

           after worship 
 

⬧     Eva Walton Circle 

       Tuesday, August 4  

            at 7:00 pm 

 

 

JANUARY 

  Amber & Jacob Webster 

 

MAY 

  Keister & Laura Whitt 

   

JUNE 

  Christopher Barts 

  MacKenzie Barts 

  Kathy and David Adkins 

 

JULY 

Sylvia Snead 
 

 

 

RBC Pictorial Directory 

 

Postponed until 

Spring, 2021 

 

 

PITTSYLVANIA  

COUNTY 

BOOKMOBILE 

 

  Ringgold Baptist Church  

Thursday, August 13  

 
 

AUGUST CHURCHWIDE  

MISSION PROJECT: 

We will be collecting back-to-school 
supplies in the FLC foyer for the area 
schools for the 2020-2021 school year.  
The school sales are taking place now in 
stores (Walmart, Target, Dollar General, 
Dollar Tree). 
       ⬧ Boxes of tissues 
⬧ Quart Ziploc bags 
⬧ Gallon Ziploc bags 
⬧ Box of 24 crayons 
⬧ Dry erase markers 
⬧ Glue sticks only 
⬧ 25 count boxes of #2 pencils 
⬧ Blue and black ink pens 
⬧ Blunt tipped scissors 
⬧ Cap erasers 
⬧ Wide-ruled paper and college-ruled 

paper (for DRHS) 
⬧ Yellow highlighters 
⬧ 1-subject notebooks/3-subject 

notebooks 
⬧ Pencil sharpeners 
⬧ Zippered pencil pouches with 3 

holes (NO pencil boxes) 
⬧Plastic pocket folders with prongs 

(red, blue, green, black) 
⬧Black & white marbled notebooks 
⬧Index cards 
⬧Post-it Notes 
⬧Plastic sheet protectors 
 
 

(Don’t forget to buy some extra school  
supplies for your OCC Shoebox  

while they are on sale). 

WMU Highlights 

 
 Thank You to those who have supported the BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG Ministry this year which shares 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and upholds the sanctity of human life. 
    

 Plans to support our local schools include the churchwide collection of school supplies (see list on pg.4) . 
 

 NOW is also the time to buy school supplies for your Operation Christmas Child boxes. 
 

 The Alma Hunt State Mission Offering will begin September 6 and continue for the month. 
 
 
THANK YOU for continuing to be a “WMU PARTNER” at RBC! 

 
Suzanne Emerson 
WMU Director 
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Hello RBC Family, 

 

Each year, during the month of July the RBC Choir usually takes a vacation. Obviously, this year has been much different. The past 

3 ½ months have seen a much different approach to our devotions, and we’ve still had a variety of singers to enhance our Sunday 

morning services.  

 

Thanks are due to several of your friends and neighbors. In particular – Rhonda May, Kaitlyn Collie, Leslie Blair, the Men’s Quar-

tet (Brian Horne, Art Johnson, Ray McDowell), Kathy Andrews, the trio of Leslie, Ginger and myself, AKA (Alana Blair, Kaitlyn 

and Ashley Johnson) and Cindy Parker. Also from outside our congregation we welcome Laurie Carter, who always does a wonder-

ful job. God bless you all.  

 

Only God knows what the future holds for us. Personally, I look forward to getting back inside on a more normal schedule and  

reviving the choir. Since the virus seems to be ebbing, I’m hoping it will be fairly soon. We need to get back to the fellowships and 

the mutual support that results.  

 

As we look forward to more “normality” I cannot emphasize the need for the more musically gifted to come out and sing or play. 

To put it bluntly, the choir needs more singers, especially the younger. Please don’t be shy. When we get back on track, it sure 

would be nice to see some new faces.  

 

God bless you all, in the name of Christ Jesus, 

Dan 

Music 


