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Welcome to Bethany & Pilgrim Lutheran Parish!  
 
If you are new or are a returning member, welcome to the new liturgical year! Advent starts 
off the Church calendar as we ready our hearts and homes for Christ’s arrival. This 
devotional will guide us through Advent, The Twelve Days of Christmas, Epiphany and 
end with Baptism of our Lord Sunday on January 10th. Indeed, this is the most wonderful 
time of the year! 
 
You are encouraged to have a Bible and hymnal accompany this devotional. If you do not 
have one or neither of those PLEASE TALK TO ME. The Bible is obviously of great 
importance as it is the Living Word of God. The hymnal, long considered by Lutherans to 
be second only to the Bible, is more than just a book of songs (if that weren’t enough!). In 
it are individual or family-sized prayer service options, prayers for every occasion, calendars, 
the lectionary, and more. Every family is encouraged to have both of these items.  
 
Every Sunday and Wednesday evening at 6:00 P.M. there will be an opportunity to Zoom 
in for a live Evening Prayer. We will gather around our Advent Wreaths, pray, sing, and 
end with open fellowship. You can be as silent or active as you wish! 
 
Every Sunday morning at 10:30 we will again light our Advent Wreaths as we worship God 
through the Mysteries of time and space via recorded worship! Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, we continue to gather but remain physically apart out of love for our neighbor. 
You can find all our videos on our website under WATCH. We are also on YouTube and 
Facebook.  
 
Please stay plugged into the church website www.bplutheran.com for updates, 
announcements, links, photos, and, perhaps most importantly, our interactive prayer wall. 
It is our intention to make the website our Number One place of communication-sharing 
rather than Facebook, email, newsletters, etc.  
 
It is my sincere prayer that this devotional serves you in the way God intends. Let us keep 
awake, watch, wait, and wonder this holi-day season.  
 
In Christ our King,  
 
The Reverend Emily K. Stelling 
 
715-791-4429 
www.bplutheran.org 
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Advent Wreath Instructions 
The whole point behind the Advent Wreath is to progressively shine more and more light into 
your homes as we inch closer to Christmas. For Jesus Christ is the light of the World, no 
darkness can overcome!  
 
You can make this wreath however you wish! There are no set rules. Color, shape, size, does not 
matter. Below are just helpful starting points for you to make your own wreath at home.  
 

• Candles (traditionally 3 blue or purple, 1 pink, and 1 larger one that is white).   
• Candle holders 
• Evergreens: could be foraged from the woods, along with berries, acorns, pinecones, etc. 

Could be a fake wreath or garland. Some take a log and drill five holes into it. Could use 
iron/metal wreath. 

• Can make it a circle or straight line.  
 
I was raised with purple being the dominant color in Advent. Purple represents royalty, 
repentance, somberness, all reasons why it is the color of Lent! It is perhaps that reason why there 
was a major effort to encourage the change to blue. Blue symbolizes hope, serenity, and has long 
been associated with Mother Mary.  
Pink for Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of Joy! 
White for Christ! The Savior of the World! 
 
Here is a blurb from ELCA worship resources: 

The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian practices of northern Europe. People sought the return of the sun in the 
dark time of the year (at the winter solstice) by lighting candles and fires. As early as the middle Ages, Christians used fire and 
light to represent Christ’s coming into the world. Using this same symbolism, the Advent wreath developed a few centuries ago 

in Germany as a sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a 
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circle, came to represent the eternal victory over death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens were a sign of the faithfulness of 
God to God’s people, even in death, and the lighted candles were a reminder of the light of Christ brought into the world. 

(https://blogs.elca.org/worship/207/) 

 
 
 

What Is This? 
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 

What is Advent? 
Advent is the beginning of the Church Year. For the first few centuries, the Church began the year 
with Easter, not this cycle of Christmas-Epiphany. Perhaps due to the rising influence of the later-
introduced Germanic tribes, who began their new year in mid-winter (complete with festivities and 
merrymaking!), did the idea rise for the Christmas-Epiphany season to be the beginning of the 
Church year. Epiphany was considered the more important of the two holidays because of its 
connection with Christ’s baptism and receiving new members into the Church through baptism 
(after a period of catechism training). This is similar to the Easter Vigil. Around the 8th century, 
Advent was developed as a time of fasting and preparation, especially for the catechumens*. While 
there are similarities between Lent and Advent (themes of repentance, preparation, somberness, 
typically churches do not have weddings or baptisms at this time, etc.) there are differences: Advent 
focuses on holy joy, the tension between now and not yet, the incarnation, fear and trembling with 
the end of all days, light and darkness.  
 
You may notice that each of the Prayers of the Day start with “stir up!” This is very old. We ask 
God to shake up our hearts, ready ourselves, prepare our hearts as inns for Christ! In England, 
there is a tradition that on the first Sunday of Advent one stirs up a plum pudding and saves it 
until Christmas day!  
 
*People are who are being catechized or taught The Way of Christ. Confirmation students are 
catechumens. 
 
What is Christmas? 
Christ’s Mass or Nativity of our Lord, celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. Today’s secularization of 
the holiday has turned Christmas into a celebration that starts the day after Thanksgiving, of course 
with the biggest shopping day of the year, and ends with a quiet, relaxed day on December 25. In 
reality, Christmas begins with a vigil on Christmas Eve. That is the night we finally are able to light 
the whole wreath, sing carols, be merry and bright! Many of our grandparents can attest that it was 
the norm to wait until Christmas Eve to get the tree and decorate. It is typical to go to church and 
sing Silent Night with candles. The next morning, “Oh! Santa has come but off to church we go- 
We will be back to open them!” The day is a day of festivity! And this lasts for 12 days, as the song 
employs. This is the time to throw parties, exchange gifts, and if you wish give your true love a pair 
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of turtledoves! On the 12th Night of Christmas, January 6th, the Church celebrates another big holy-
day…. 
 
What is Epiphany? 
Always on January 6th, Epiphany is the day the Wise Men come to greet the newborn king. In this 
way, Christmas is bookended with the shepherds and the Magi. The main themes of Epiphany 
include global unity under God, light of the world, stars, baptisms, revelation. The first Sunday 
following Epiphany is Baptism of our Lord Sunday. This is typically a day of baptisms. Depending 
on the Easter calendar, the number of Sundays following Epiphany varies but it always ends with 
the Feast of the Transfiguration (when Christ is on the mountain with three of his disciples and 
hears the voice from God). The Wednesday following is Ash Wednesday, starting Lent. 
 
 

Zoom Evening Prayer Services 
 

All are encouraged to join in prayer on Sunday and Wednesday evenings at 6:00 PM. Simply go 
to the website, click on BULLETIN BOARD, then go to ZOOM MEETINGS. On that page you 
will find a box that says Zoom Evening Prayers Services. Click on the here button and it will 
automatically bring you to the zoom meeting. You need to make sure Zoom is installed on your 
computer. If your computer does not have a camera, we could still communicate we just will not 
be able to see you. More information is on the Zoom Meetings page.  
 
Below you have the citations for your hymnal. Both Sunday and Wednesday evenings will be 
similar, however, Wednesdays will be a little more formal as we attempt to follow the Vespers 
order of worship.   

Morning Prayer (Matins) 
(ELW pg. 298) 

 
 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
(ELW pg. 309) 

Start in darkness, around the Advent Wreath. In Christmas, even before service all candles are lit! 
Wreath Prayer  
 

Advent: 
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Christmas-Baptism of our Lord: 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Readings of the Day (go to the website under lectionary for daily 
readings!) 

Open Meditation (time to discuss thoughts on the readings, 
questions, Pastor may read a children’s book—no need to 
participate, unless you are in Confirmation!) 
 
Song 
 

Magnificat (Mary’s Song)       
Luke 1:46-55 

 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. R 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
 
Fellowship 
 
 
(Don’t forget your own personal bedtime prayer, last page!) 
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The First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 

 
Hope 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless 
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Prayer that God would come with power and compassion 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through 
spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.  

Mark 13:24-37 
 

The Gospel according to St. Mark, 13:24-37  Glory to you, O Lord! 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
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  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do 
not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”   
Praise to you, O Christ! 

Reflection 
A quote from Pastor Fred Buechner: 
“I believe that hope is what lies at the center of your hearts and mine and the hearts of all the generations 

who worshipped here before us. I think it is hope that lies in our hearts and hope that finally brings us all 

here. It is the hope that in spite of all the darkness in the world, we can see the light coming in the Messiah. 

It is the hope that we are known, each one of us by name, to lead lives God calls us to live. It is the hope that 

into the secret grief and pain and bewilderment of each of us and of our world Christ will come at long last 

to heal and to bring peace.”  

 

HOPE. That is what starts our year off together as we wait in earnestness for the birth of the 

Messiah. The gift of the Advent season is the allotted time and space to once again reignite that 

bold word.  

 
How do a few candles give us hope? How does a helpless baby, born in a backwater village give us hope?  
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The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 

 
Peace 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Waiting for and hastening the day of God 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

The Gospel according to St. Mark, 1:1-8  Glory to you, O Lord! 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 



 14 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  .”   Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Today is also St. Nicholas Day! Historically, he was a bishop from modern 

day Turkey. He is the patron saint of sailors, toy-makers, repentant 
criminals, and children. Many nationalities have different traditions 

surrounding this beloved saint. One such tradition coming from 
Dutch/German influences, and practiced somewhat in the States, is leaving 

shoes out on this day to be filled with candies! Santa is a great symbol of 
giving, merriment, and faith.  

 

Reflection 
 

Given this past year, “to be patient for Christ” may sound like a slap 
in the face. What more can we take? It turns out you can take a lot. I 
have heard from a strong young man in our parish that it is not that 
God does not give you more than you can handle. Actually, God 
does give you more than you can handle so that you will turn to God 
in reliance. How true is that?  
What is in the way in your spiritual life? Is it that you are too busy? 
How might you prepare for Christ’s coming? What would it look 
like if we actually took this sentiment seriously: Prepare the way of 
the Lord! For He is coming! 
Would you clean your house, come to church, be with family, be 
alone in the woods? How would you prepare yourself? John the 
Baptist tells us to repent. How is that a preparation? 
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The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Joy 

 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Righteousness and praise flourish like a garden 

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55  
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Kept in faith until the coming of Christ 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from 
every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 
The Gospel according to St. John 1:6-8, 19-28 (1-28 printed) Glory to you, 
O Lord! 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
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  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.] 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  
Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Today is also Santa Lucia Day! This is a popular holy-day in Scandinavia, 
where darkness and winter go hand in hand. Like us here in Wisconsin, 
they long for a glimmer of light. We all wait for “Christ’s light to scatter the 
darkness, and illumine the people.” St. Lucia, or Lucy, was a young lady 
from Italy who devoutly praised God and gave her possessions to the poor. 
Sadly, in 304, she was murdered for her faith. Lucia in Latin means “light” 
and in her legacy, young women in the Nordic countries don their heads 
with candles. It is a very special day of celebrating light and joy! 

 
Reflection 

Where is the Gospel (the good news) in today’s reading? Why is it 
the Sunday of Joy?! Perhaps today is joyful because we realize the 
family that God chose to reveal Godself in. Think about this Holy, 
Royal Family…..what a group of misfits! There is John the Baptist, 
Jesus’ cousin, and the bible does not shy away from his description. 
There is Joseph, who when I was a teenager helped me to remember 
that step-dads are sometimes just placed in sticky situations. I 
wonder how the teenage years of Jesus went—“You’re not even my 
real dad!” There was Elizabeth, the mother of John and Jesus’ auntie 
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who gave birth at a really old age. Her husband, Zechariah, was a 
high priest in the temple and he was also visited by the Angel 
Gabriel but in contrast to Mary, who immediately believed the 
angel’s message, Zechariah doubted that Elizabeth would give birth 
and so he was not able to say anything whereas Mary’s Song of 
Praise, the Magnificat is one of the most cherished hymns of all 
time! 
Then there is Mary, herself, the Mother of our Lord. She was willing 
to risk everything for her faith in God. She is the first Christian and 
the first priest as she first brought forth the Word of God. 
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Love 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
The LORD’s promise to David 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  
Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1) 

Romans 16:25-27 
The mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Gospel according to St. Luke 1:26-38  Glory to you, O Lord! 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
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your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. Praise to you, O Christ! 

Reflection 
We are still in waiting, pregnant with emotion. The divine entering 
the common did not just start with God in the form of the babe in 
the manger. It starts, as our Gospel says, with a divine angel crossing 
the threshold of heaven into earth to talk with a lowly peasant 
woman. How can we love something so much that has yet to be 
revealed to us? It is like a baby in the womb. Shrouded in darkness, 
yet surrounded by love and expectation; there are birthing pangs but 
we know that on the other side…LIFE! 

 

 
 

Vigil of Christmas 
 (Christmas Eve) 

Note: There will be a worship service on this night either pre-recorded or 
offered via Zoom. Please check the website! 

Introduction 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah 
declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world 
and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of 
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God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels 
declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including 

lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth 
to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light 
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his 
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen! 

  Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
The Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

Psalm 96 

 1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the 
earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the 
name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation 
from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong 
the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong 
all peoples. 
  

 
4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be 
praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, 
they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the 
heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your 
presence; 
  power and splendor are in 
your | sanctuary. 
…cont’ 
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  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 
will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful 
and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your 
com- | ing, O LORD, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. R 
 
 

Titus 2:11-14 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 
to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we 
wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
The Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]   The Gospel according to St. Luke …  
Glory to you, O Lord! 
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1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
[ 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
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heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.] Praise to you, O 
Christ! 
 

 

Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Day 

 

Introduction 
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines 
the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the 
incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus 
Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along 
with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of 
Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been 
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transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us 
adore! 

Prayer of the Day 
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower 
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen!!! 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

 6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 
  I have posted sentinels; 
 all day and all night 
  they shall never be silent. 
 You who remind the LORD, 
  take no rest, 
 7and give him no rest 
  until he establishes Jerusalem 
  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
 8The LORD has sworn by his right hand 
  and by his mighty arm: 
 I will not again give your grain 
  to be food for your enemies, 
 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
  for which you have labored; 
 9but those who garner it shall eat it 
  and praise the LORD, 
 and those who gather it shall drink it 
  in my holy courts. 
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 10Go through, go through the gates, 
  prepare the way for the people; 
 build up, build up the highway, 
  clear it of stones, 
  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
 11The LORD has proclaimed 
  to the end of the earth: 
 Say to daughter Zion, 
  “See, your salvation comes; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him.” 
 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 
  The Redeemed of the LORD“; 
 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 
  A City Not Forsaken.” 

Psalm 97 

 1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 
 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s 
throne. 
 3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on | every side. 
 4Lightnings light | up the world; 
  the earth | sees and trembles. 
 5The mountains | melt like wax 
  before the Lord of | all the earth. 
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 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples | see your glory. R 
 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in 
false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, | all you gods. 
 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice, 
  because of your judg- | ments, O LORD. 
 9For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth; 
  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 10You who love the | LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the 
hand | of the wicked. R 
 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 
  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 
 12Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s | holy name. R 

Titus 3:4-7 
4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, 5he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 
that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 
 

The Gospel according to St. Luke 2:1-20  Glory to you, O 
Lord! 
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1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
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heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 27, 2020 

 

Introduction 
The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, 
and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join 
the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung 
after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and 
have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of 
Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 
yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life 
of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
Clothed in garments of salvation 
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Psalm 148 
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Children and heirs of God 
Luke 2:22-40 
The presentation of the child 

Isaiah 61:10--62:3 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
 

The Gospel according to St. Luke 2:22-40  Glory to you, O Lord! 
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22When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.” 
  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At 
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew 
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and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him.   Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 

Monday, December 28, 2020 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

 

Introduction 
Jesus escapes the sword in the gospel on this day—but not for long—not forever. He 

died for us. He died for the world, to put an end to the cycle of violence that 
continues to claim innocent victims. Rachel’s lament, recorded in Jeremiah and 

echoed in Matthew, is not the last word.  
“There is hope for your future,” says the Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 
We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the innocent children of 
Bethlehem by order of King Herod. Receive into the arms of your mercy all 
innocent victims. By your great might frustrate the designs of evil tyrants 
and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
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Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Rachel weeps for her children 
Psalm 124 
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler. (Ps. 124:7) 
1 Peter 4:12-19 
Continue to do good while suffering 
Matthew 2:13-18 
Herod kills the innocent children in Bethlehem 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew…  Glory to you, O Lord! 

13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 
by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” Praise to you, 
O Christ. 
 



 35 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 

 
New Year's Eve 

Introduction 
At the turn of the year we meditate on endings and beginnings, knowing that all the 

world’s time begins and ends in God. We watch and keep vigil for the coming of 
God’s justice. 

Prayer of the Day 
Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through 
the events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant that in the new 
year we may know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light 
of the event that gives us joy forever—the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
For everything there is a season 
Psalm 8 
How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
A new heaven and a new earth 
Matthew 25:31-46 
The Son of Man will separate the sheep and the goats 
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Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

Introduction 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is 
that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered 
assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. 
Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate 
Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Joy at the gathering of God’s scattered flock 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
The will of God made known in Christ 
John 1:1-18 
God with us: the incarnation of the Word  
For reading, go to Advent 3.  
 



 37 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
Epiphany of Our Lord 

 

Introduction 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a 
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 

Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the 
star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of 
God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be 
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the 
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our 
lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Nations come to the light  
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
The gospel’s promise extends to all 
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Matthew 2:1-12 
Refer to Monday Dec. 28) 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come 
to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried 
on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea 
shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall 
come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover 
you, 
  the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of 
the LORD. 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

1Arise, shine; for your light has 
come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has 
risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the 
earth, 
  and thick darkness the 
peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon 
you, 
  and his glory will appear over 
you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn. 
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Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 
Baptism of Our Lord  

Introduction 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of 
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear 
that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The 
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s 

vision of justice and peace. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we 
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 
God creates light God creates light 
Psalm 29 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 
Acts 19:1-7 
Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Mark 1:4-11 
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
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Psalm 29 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
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The O Antiphons date to approximately the 6th Century. Starting on December 17, seven days before Christmas, 
the Great O’s are added to the Magnificat at Vespers.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 December: O Sapientia (O Wisdom) 
18 December: O Adonai (O Lord) 
19 December: O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse) 
20 December: O Clavis David (O Key of David) 
 

21 December: O Oriens (O Dayspring) 
22 December: O Rex Gentium (O King of the 
Nations) 
23 December: O Emmanuel (O God with us) 
 



 42 

Perhaps you recognize this this plainchant, of the O Antiphons! 
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Morning and Evening Prayers (From the Small Catechism) 
 
In the morning, when you rise, you shall bless yourself with the holy cross + 
and say: 
 
In the name of God the Father,+ Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you 
choose, you may, in addition, say this little prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 
Then go to your work with joy, singing a hymn, such as one on the Ten 
Commandments, or what your devotion may suggest. 
 
In the evening, when you go to bed, you shall bless yourself with the holy 
cross and say: 
 
In the name of God the Father,+d Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you 
choose, you may, in addition, say this little prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 
 
Then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully. 
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