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NOVEMBER 1st 2020 

Fall Back 
 



Dear Friends in Christ,  

 
“Technology is not my strong suite.” 

Ironically, this was printed in my 

first-call paperwork. I have never 

been a lover of gadgets and 

gizmos…I have always preferred 

things in print, in-person, and vintage, 

with a little history perhaps. God has 

a sense of humor. I have recently 

heard this sentiment: God often does give you more than you 

can handle because it is then that you truly rely on Him.  

Since the dawn of Covid, I have had to become a part-time 

tech-wiz and there have been many times I have looked to 

God for encouragement, patience, humility, and 

understanding.  

 

As we approach Thanksgiving, the national time to set aside 

grief and difference in order to give thanks for what we do 

have, I want to personally thank each and every one of you 

for the various sacrifices you have had to make in 2020. As a 

member of Bethany or Pilgrim Lutheran Church, you have 

been part of an historical year of change and even in the midst 

of that you have remained steadfast in your faith and 

committed to the discipleship of which you are called. In the 

face of so much anxiety and uncertainty we rejoice and give 

thanks as we look back on the numerous ways we were able 

to help the poor, the grieving, the sick, the dying, the 

depressed, the unemployed, the hungry, the cold. Every day 

we continue to pray together, and every Sunday we gather 

wherever we are to worship our Lord and Savior. Indeed, 

some things never change. Our quilters continued to quilt and 

give to Lutheran World Relief. Many helped make facemasks 

(over 5,000 and counting!) to hand out to the community. 

And yes, lefse will still be made! Pilgrim remodeled their 



sanctuary and Bethany’s sanctuary floor was leveled out. 

DESPITE IT ALL, WE HAVE DONE SO MUCH! 

The miraculous thing is that despite the insecurity of weekly 

offerings, we are roughly in the same ballpark of giving 

month to month. Even though the ladies’ groups, book club, 

dinners, garage sale, and other side fundraisers have not 

happened, we have still been able to be the hands and feet of 

Christ in our communities. Glory be to God!  

 

I have been pondering how this could possibly be. I think it is 

because you know that whatever you have is really God’s. 

You do not fear the things of this world because you are not 

of the world. You know the gospel: that Christ has already 

beaten death and the devil and freed us to be beloved children 

of God! We look to God alone for encouragement, patience, 

humility, and understanding. We know that God works 

through us to give back to the church what belongs to God in 

the first place. Thank you for all of your offerings in either 

time, talent, or tithe. Because you are blessed, be a blessing to 

others. For as Jesus says:  
“Do not be anxious about your life … Look at the birds: they neither sow 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Are you not of more value than they?”                   (Matthew 6:25-26) 

                        Forward in Christ!   Pastor Emily K. Stelling 
 
 

Pastor Emily Visits 
 

If you are interested in a visit from Pastor Emily, here 
are ways to contact her.  
 
 

Pilgrim Office 715-327-8012            Bethany’s Office 715-349-5280 
pilgrimluthchur@centurytel.net                   bethanyluth@sirentel.net 
 

 

Pastor Emily direct: 715-791-4429 
pastorstelling@sirentel.net 

mailto:pilgrimluthchur@centurytel.net
mailto:bethanyluth@sirentel.net
mailto:pastorstelling@sirentel.net


Please pray with me:  

 

Compassionate God, these are 

difficult days. There seems to be 

only bad news. We long for the 

way’s things were before the 

coronavirus affected all our lives. 

We especially wish to gather in 

our church buildings and to worship you in that familiar 

and comforting space. We wish to sing our favorite 

hymns of praise to you. We hunger for the bread and 

wine you give us in Holy Communion. Help us to be 

patient and wait until it is safe to gather again church for 

worship. We pray for those whose loved ones have died 

of COVID 19, comfort them in their grief. We pray for 

those who are sick with the virus, struggling at home or 

in the hospital, bring healing. We pray for researchers 

and scientists; may they develop a safe vaccine. We pray 

for the frontline health care workers, doctors, nurses, 

therapists, EMTs, and hospital workers, keep them safe 

so they can care for those who are sick. We pray for 

schools, administrators, teachers, staff, and students keep 

them safe and help them learn during these stressful 

days. Help each one of us do what we can do to stop the 

spread of this terrible disease. Help us to make small 

sacrifices so that all might live. Lord God, these are 

difficult days. We are weary and discouraged and fearful. 

We lift to our prayers today knowing that your Holy 

Spirit will intercede for us even when our words fail. 

Amen.  

 

Together in Christ, ~Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

 



Recap of Food Distribution 
for GPS October 

750 families 

683 Kids, 897 Adults and 610 Seniors. 

23,642 total pounds of food. 

 

 
 

Donate to Lutheran Disaster Response to help those 

affected by the CA wildfires, the largest in the state’s 

history.    community.elca.org 
 

 
“Tuesday Morning Bible Study” at 10am. 

“ZOOM” 
For help call the Bethany office 715-349-5280 

 
 

Confirmation 
Please call Pastor Emily at 715-791-4429 or email 

pastorstelling@sirentel.net or Terri Stoner at  

715-220-7583 or terri4greathealth@gmail.com. 
 

Confirmation instruction continues with a combination of online & in-
person instruction – We meet on Wednesdays at 6:30p-8:00p.  All are 
Welcome! 

 (Distance guidelines will be followed, 

 and masks will be worn) 

https://community.elca.org/
mailto:pastorstelling@sirentel.net
mailto:terri4greathealth@gmail.com


MESSAGE FROM THE MUSIC TEAM  

 

As we approach the holiday season, we are well aware 

that Covid-19 continues to be a reality. According to 

several resources, churches are in the top ten riskiest 

places to contract the virus. One reason for this is, sadly, 

singing and air instruments. As Lutherans, we fully 

embrace our musical heritage, and it is our spiritual 

practice to sing in harmony (or at least try!) with our 

brothers and sisters. Given the times, we will sadly not be 

able to sing or offer air instruments until at least 2021. 

We have explored uploading old concert videos of the 

Community Choir, but we have been informed of the 

copy right laws against doing so. However, we can pre-

record any music that comes from the ELW/LBW 

hymnal and broadcast that in our Sunday worship 

services. We are encouraging interested people to pre-

record songs at home, or you are welcome to use the 

organ/piano at church to do so. Our worship services will 

have a mixture of in-person playing from the piano and 

pre-recorded music. The worship planning committees 

are exploring ways we can encourage at-home family 

singing, caroling, and other spirited means.  

 

PARISH TECH COMMITTEE 

 

Are you or someone you know good with technology? 

How about soundboards, lighting, filming? Can someone 

explain to Pastor Emily that Wi-Fi is not “wife” 

misspelled? We are looking for interested people to join 

the parish tech committee to advise and implement 

technological advancements in our parish. Contact Pastor 

Emily.  



Wallace Anderson 
March 1932-December 2019            Sandra Turk 

         November 1935-May 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Muriel Petersen 
May 1926-September 2020 

 
Jens Fossum 
March 1925-February 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We will remember your loved one 

by reading their name, lighting a 

candle, and tolling a bell.  

To maintain our Covid-19 spacing in the church 

sanctuary – we require face masks to be 

worn.   Communion will be offered during the 

service.  Please note that this service will be 

recorded.   Looking forward to seeing you at Pilgrim. 

November 1st ~ 8:30am Service 

DURING THE MONTH OF 

NOVEMBER services will be 

at Pilgrim at 8:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Three Students Confirmed 
Julia Fredericks                                  Jacob Erickson 

 Xander Mattson Pastor Emily 

 

 
 

At their affirmation of baptism, confirmands are asked to 
make this promise for themselves: “…to live among God’s 
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 

Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 

following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 
peace in all the earth.” 

 



Thank Offering Sunday is Scheduled for 

November 29th  
 

The Women of the Church (PLCW) traditionally celebrate 

"Thank Offering Sunday" the third Sunday of October during 

worship.  This year nothing was planned as we did not know 

"what worship would look like."  In spite of no worship 

service, we would still like to take an offering and we 

would ask you to please send it to the church and put 

"Thank Offering" on the envelope and/or the check 

during the month of November. 

 

What are "Thank Offerings" used for? ...The offerings the 

women collect at meetings and circle are used to support 

our congregational unit, and our community in general).  

A percentage is sent to the Synod's Women's organization 

and some is sent to the Women of the ELCA organization. 

 

Thank Offerings that we receive once a year are also sent to 

Women of the ELCA to support their ministry programs.  The 

Thank Offerings make up 35% of the total revenue they 

receive.  

 

The Thank Offerings go out globally to support others 

through the Women of the ELCA.  Let us show our 

thankfulness for what we have been blessed with by our 

abundant offering!  

    

 

 

Thank you and Blessings to you – Carol Thompson 

 
 
 



 

LEFSA  
         

$6.00 for 6 

              It’s Awesome                                                                           

                     Stuff!!!!! 

  
Get your Lefsa orders to anyone of the PLCW   or 

call the Church office 715-327-8012 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

In-person  

Ecumenical Community 

Thanksgiving Service at 

Crosswalk Church  

Sunday, November 22nd  

              7:00 p.m. 

      MASKS are required 
 

The offering from this service goes toward the Frederic 

Ministerium Scholarship Program 

 

  

This service will also be 

Live Streaming  
For those who choose not to attend in person 

 



Pastor Emily will be on 

vacation November 3-8  

and will be attending a 

Pastor required event 

November 3-11.   

 

  

Thank you all for an 

amazing Pastor 

Appreciation month. It feels 

so good to be loved and 

supported by you all! I am 

very thankful to be here and 

I am blessed to be your 

servant! Thank YOU for all 

that YOU do! 

From Pastor Emily 

 



Thrivent + Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

 (equals) A Perfect Partnership 

Congratulations! 
 

In 2019 you received $738 Thrivent Choice 

Dollars® grants. Additionally, you may have 

benefited from personal donations through 

Thrivent’s online giving platform or through 

Thrivent Action Teams. With over 40,000 

organizations enrolled in Thrivent Choice ®, we 

are excited to see the impact made across the 

country. 
 

PLCW NEWS... (Pilgrim Lutheran Church Women)      

I bring you greetings from the women of the church; 
"Ordinary Women Serving an Extraordinary God."     
 

 

WELCOME NOVEMBER - "Give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God's will for you in 

Christ Jesus."  1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV 
 

The PLCW Executive Committee met on October 

15, along with other women of the church - Jan 

B., Chris B., Rae Lynn, Carol T., Karen S., and 

Pastor Emily.  Some items discussed - Thank 

Offering Sunday (more information elsewhere in 

the newsletter), Programming for the year and 



the Yearbook, Lutheran World Relief (LWF), 

Operation Christmas Shoebox Ministry (more 

information elsewhere in the newsletter), 

Christmas Family, etc.    

 

LWR KITS were packed on October 26, by Jan 

B., Marlyce M., Karen S., and Carol T. (10 school 

kits, 8 layettes and 5 health kits).  During 

Worship on Sunday November 29, Pastor Emily 

will have a blessing of these kits that will be 

taken to the warehouse in Minneapolis, MN and 

eventually sent overseas.       

 

LEFSE MAKING will begin on Saturday, 

November 7, at 9 in the church kitchen until 

about noon.  If you would like to participate in 

this project, let me know.  Call the church 

office (715-327-8012) with your Lefse order 

- $6 per pkg. and 6 rounds in a pkg.        
 

EVE & FAITH CIRCLE MEMBERS - We may not be 

meeting monthly for our "Circle Bible Study" BUT with 

current circumstances we need to continue to do the 

study on our own.  We also need to continue to make our 

monthly financial offering as there are groups and people 

that depend on our offerings.  For Eve Circle send your 

offering to Karen Swanberg and for Faith Circle send 

your offering to Jan Berg.  Include your offering as well 

as Coins for Hunger. 



 "Dear Lord, bless us so we can be a blessing to others."     
 

This Thanksgiving, may you reflect on the 

countless reasons God provides to lift your 

hearts in thankful prayer.  Happy Thanksgiving  

 

Blessings and stay healthy, 

Carol Thompson 

jcthompson1943@gmail.com or 715-371-0580 (cell) 

 

 

God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

Pilgrim Annual Harvest Dinner  
AND the Annual Garage Sale  
Unfortunately, neither was able to 

happen this year.   

 

The monies raised from these two significant events help 

support our church in many ways.  Your continued 

offering is much needed and extremely appreciated.   
 
 
 

There will be NO Foot 

Clinic at Bethany during 

the month of November – 

dang Covid!  For more 

information call 

Teresa Anderson  

605-376-6980 



 
As we approach the holiday season, we understand Covid-19 
continues to be a reality. According to several resources, 
churches are in the top ten riskiest places to contract the 
virus. One reason for this is, sadly, singing and air 
instruments. As Lutherans, we fully embrace our musical 
heritage. However, given the times, we will sadly not be able 
to sing or offer air instruments until at least 2021.   
 

We very much want to provide a safe & responsible way to 
celebrate the season.  

 

Multiple Christmas Worship Services will be available 
and made known as we approach December.  

 

 

“Light of the Season” 
 

The Advent wreath of evergreen is shaped in a perfect 

circle to symbolize God's eternity.   

 

The first candle symbolizes hope.  

The second candle represents faith.  

The third candle symbolizes joy.  

The fourth and final candle symbolizes peace.  



Celebrate Advent in your own home with your 

family is an excellent way to prepare your minds and 

hearts for Christmas.    

 

To help everyone share in the “Light of the Season” we 

are offering two options each with a devotional written 

by Pastor Emily  

 

Option 1: 5 candles; three blue, one 

pink and one white. 5 Simply elegant 

thick glass taper candle holders. 

total package 

$14.00  

 

 

Option 2: instructions on how to make your own 

advent wreath.  Free   
 

Get your orders in by calling the church 715-327-8012 

or emailing pilgrimluthchur@centurytel.net  

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Greater Needs Than Ever ..... quoted 

from Franklin Graham ....."For nearly 

three decades, we have collected 

Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

gifts and delivered them to boys and 

girls overseas.  Each box is an opportunity to delight the heart 

of a child--and share the Good News of Christ with them and 

their families.  

mailto:pilgrimluthchur@centurytel.net


During this worldwide pandemic, the needs are greater than 

ever before.  Children are scared, and their families are 

afraid.  We want to bring these gifts of hope to as many 

children as possible and introduce them to the Savior.  And 

I'm asking you to join us in this critical mission." 

 

In the past, we at Pilgrim have bought and collected items to 

put into individual shoe boxes.  This year we are 

encouraging you to go online to fill a shoebox  Go 

to samaritanspurse.org/occ and begin the process of filling 

your shoebox.  Each box costs $25.00 and you have several 

choices of what you want to put into your box.  I did it and if 

I can do it, anybody can do it!  At the end you will have the 

opportunity to say yes or no that you want to pay $6 extra for 

shipping.  Place your order as soon as you can and the 

deadline is November 16-23 for National Collection 

Week.      

 

I hope you will prayerfully consider sending a shoebox. It is 

something a family can do together.    

 

If you have any questions, notify me - Carol Thompson 

715-371-0580 (cell) jcthompson1943@gmail.com 

 

 

 

FREDERIC FOOD SHELF "we really could 

use more of anything and everything” 

Dear God, help us give You what is Yours. Help us spend 

our hours in acts of love and our days in doing acts of 

kindness. May we always obey You and give You honor. 

In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 
 

 

http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
mailto:jcthompson1943@gmail.com


Pilgrim Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday- Oct 19, 2020 at 6:00pm 
Attending:  Chris Byerly, Pam Engen, Rhoda Jensen, Jackie 

Kurkowski, Karen Swanberg and Carol Thompson. 

 

Absent:  Bryn Anderson, Kerrie Erickson, Doug Gustafson and 

Mary Nelson. 

Also attending: Pastor Emily 

 

Call to order:  President Chris Byerly, 6pm. 

Opening devotions: Led by Pastor Emily. 
 

Approval of agenda: MOTION (Jackie/Rhoda) to approve 

agenda, CARRIED. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  MOTION (Karen/Pam) to accept 

September council minutes; CARRIED. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Funds as of October 1, 2020: 

• General    $34,990.19 

• Memorial        7,625.34 

• Remodeling       2,583.16 

• M/M Savings   $10,863.50 

  

 TOTAL    $50,895.87 
 

• Jackie reported an update on purchasing a church credit/debit 

card- the executive officers will be listed with the card, but it 

will be a “savings account card”. MOTION (Rhoda/Pam) to 

receive this report; CARRIED. 
 



Pastor’s Report: 
 

Confirmation instruction continues online- meeting on Wednesday 

at 6:30-8:00pm. In-person confirmation is October 25th at 

10:30am- reserved for confirmands and their families. Pilgrim has 

three students: Julia Fredericks, Jacob Erickson and Xander 

Mattson.  

Saint Francis Assisi, a patron saint of animals, was celebrated on 

October 4th with a “blessing of animals”- since no in-person 

blessing could happen this year animal treats are available for your 

household (dogs/cats). 

All Saints Sunday- November 1st- this service will be for families 

who lost a loved one in the last year as they are being invited to 

attend this service to light a candle. Other members are invited to 

the church from 3-6pm to also light a candle for a loved one and 

also receive communion. 

Audio Architects assessed our technical equipment, and all is 

good. 

Attended a Synod zoom gathering that was great! 

Have had several calls from members asking when the church will 

be opening- Pastor told them- “it was never closed”. 

Council approved Pastor’s request for vacation Nov 2-10.  

 

MOTION (Rhoda/Jackie) to approve this request; CARRIED. 

Pastor’s Appreciation month- feeling very blessed for the 

generosity from so many people. 

Thursday prayer service continues at Pilgrim at 6pm. 

MOTION (Rhoda/Jackie) to receive Pastor’s report; CARRIED.  
 

 

Old Business:  
Church office computer was cleaned up by Hometown PC (Dave 

Ritchey) for $75- still is slow (because of age) but works for now. 

Garbage service will be switched to Waterman’s. 
 

New Business: 
Looking for a person to help with recording Sunday worship 

services- thanks Jackie for volunteering. 



Ideas discussed on how our church will celebrate Thanksgiving 

and Christmas. Crosswalk will host a community Thanksgiving 

service on November 22nd at 7pm- masks required. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Christian Ed: LWF is not happening at this point; Pastor talked 

with Lisa and a possible plan could work like it did for VBS- 

packets given to families. 

Church Property: Doug did the power washing and fixed the trim 

on the gutter. The parking lot will have to wait until Spring. 

Evangelism/Social Ministry: Carol is working with Pastor on 

confirmation details. 

Memorial: Jackie spoke with Jan- the factory that makes the pew 

cushions is currently shut down until further notice because of 

COVID. 

Stewardship/Finance: Report any changes for the annual report to 

this committee.  

Worship/Music: It was discussed that the person (Phil) be paid for 

running the sound board. $1500 will be added to the budget for 

such. 
 

Adjournment at 7:45pm with the Lord’s Prayer- MOTION 

(Karen/Jackie to adjourn; CARRIED. 

Next meeting date- November 16, 6pm 

Respectfully submitted~ Rhoda Jensen 

 

 
 
 

The goal of No-Shave November is to 

grow awareness by embracing our hair, 

which many cancer patients lose, and 

letting it grow wild and free. Donate the 

money you typically spend 

on shaving and grooming to educate 

about cancer prevention, save lives, and 

aid those fighting the battle. 



Sawyer and Silas 

Dahl 
Wore orange to school to bring 

awareness to anti-bullying.  

 

 

             unite for kindness,  

                 acceptance,  

                 and inclusion. 
 

 

 
 

 

       Mrs. Kerrie Erickson 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Worship Services 
 

*Our main worship service continues to 

be online Sunday worship available on 

our website, Facebook, and YouTube.*  

 

The 10:30am Service will always be live 

streamed online.  November will be 

Bethany.  

 

Pilgrim’s Service will be at 8:30am 

during the month of November. 

While we have personally invited and 

given priority to those who do not have 

internet access to attend in-person 

worship, know that all are invited to 

worship at any service. 

 

There will be no communion.   



 

 

The Salvation Army is heading into their busy fund-

raising season for 2020.  They are counting on our church 

family to help us serve others in 2021. 

 

Please sign-up for a day or two to ring the bells during 

the dates of November 15th - December 31st to help the 

Salvation Army raise the funds needed to continue to 

serve. 

 
Sign up today at www.registertoring.com   

Call Angela’s cell 715-497-4438 if you have any questions or feel 

free to email Angela.Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org 
 

Thank you all! 

Angela L. Moulton 

Media and Fundraising Manager 

 

St. Croix, Polk and Burnett Counties Salvation Army 

715-246-1222 St. Croix - 715-263-2900  

Polk  715-497-4438 Cell 

https://webmail.centurylink.net/www.registertoring.com


Veterans’ Day  

November 11 

Veterans’ Day honors all 

members of the Armed 

Forces who served this 

country valiantly, and in a very big way.  They served 

and fought to protect us, to keep our country safe, and to 

preserve our way of life.  Veterans gave their time and 

risked their lives for us.  In some cases, they made the 

ultimate sacrifice. 

In keeping with this tradition, work stops on this day and 

time each year for a moment of silence. 

There will be NO Tuesday or Thursday Prayer 
Services during the month of November 

 

check out bplutheran.com 

 
Caregiver Appreciation 

Day     November 13 

This is a very important day to 

recognize the tens of millions of 

Americans, who selflessly give their 

time to care for those who are ill, 

disabled, or elderly.   

This day of recognition is for both paid and unpaid care 

givers.   



A Bountiful Thanksgiving  

November 26 

Tucked between the two 

monster-sized holidays of 

Halloween and Christmas, 

Thanksiving receives far less 

attention.  Thanksgiving is a very important holiday. It is 

also time for us to give thanks to our God for the things 

he has bestowed upon us and upon this great nation.   

Advent Season  

November 29   

Dear Father, we love this season of 

the year. We love the preparation for 

the celebration of the birth of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us also remember that he is 

coming again and that you have told us to be prepared. In 

Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Womens’ Thankoffering Sunday 

November 29 

Thankofferings are 

to support the ongoing ministries of the women’s PLCW 

by celebrating them on Sunday, November 29.  All these 

women of faith share their time and talents within in our 

church, community and nation-wide. 



PILGRIM LUTHERAN VOLUNTEERS 

November 2020 

USHERS:   

 

GREETER: 

 

LECTORS: 

01 

08  

15  

29 

 

COFFEE SERVERS: 

01  

08  

15  

22  

29  

Call church M, W or F 9-12N love to hear from you 
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