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Bethany & Pilgrim Lutheran Parish Confirmation Program

Confirmation is a time of learning the basics of our Christian faith. It is designed for students in grades 7th-9th, though it is not unusual to have students older than that participate. Adults can be confirmed as well, but in separate classes. Please talk with the pastor if you are interested. The Confirmation Program consists of 2 years of regular study, with preparation for the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism on or around Reformation Sunday (October) of their 9th grade year. The Bible and the Small Catechism (SC) will be our primary sources as they are the heart and authority of the Lutheran Christian’s identity.

Everyone in the church is given a Bible and Small Catechism. The other material used will come from well-vetted sources as deemed appropriate from the pastor and the Christian Education committees. Currently, we are using Collaborate, a confirmation curriculum designed by Augsburg Fortress, a Lutheran publishing company. Along with the provided materials, the student will participate in regular worship, practice servitude and discipleship through acolyting and acts of charity, as well as become familiar with daily Christian practices through both the church community and in their individual walk with God. 

Worship Reflections:  AKA Worship Notes, is a way to reflect on what you have experienced in the worship service. In all honesty, it used to be used to make sure that the student was attending worship! However, the point is to really stop and think about what is going on in the liturgy. Why do people do these ancient things every week? What do you get out of it? Each student will be asked to complete 20 Worship Reflections (10 per year) throughout Confirmation.

Servant Hours: The call to discipleship is a call to serve our neighbor in response to God’s grace. To teach and encourage lives of service, each student will complete 18 hours of service a year. An act of service is anything done on behalf of the neighbor—where we neither expect nor receive any monetary compensation. This includes acolyting, helping with VBS or Sunday School/LWF, and helping at church functions.

Mentorship: A mentor will be paired with each student. This ensures that the congregation is represented in mentoring and walking together with our students. This faith-based relationship will be developed through meals, fellowship hour, and overall mentorship. The mentor will model a living faith to the confirmand and regularly pray for them. There will be four interviews that the student holds with the mentor. Before Confirmation Sunday, each confirmand will meet with the pastor for discussion and pastoral care. We do this in order to instill confidence in seeking spiritual guidance and help from pastors as adults.

Spiritual Retreats: Spiritual retreats will be offered for the formation of the student’s spiritual development. These will include weekend retreats and Bible Camps. Every student is asked to attend two of these events throughout their time in Confirmation. Every confirmand is able to go to Luther Point Bible Camp for free! 

Memory Work: Each student will be asked to memorize the Big Three, the heart of the SC: 10 Commandments, Apostles Creed, Lord’s Prayer. They will also work on memorizing bible verses from the Old and New Testaments.

Assignments & Exams: Throughout the course students will be expected to complete exercises and other assignments. Nothing is “graded” because we are reminded that as Lutherans we do not believe in works righteousness! With that said, the point of exams and assignments are to assess where students and teachers are at with the content.



1st & 2nd Class Agreement

On September 14, 2022 we discussed certain issues including:

1. Pick up/drop off times on Wednesdays evenings. We decided that class will start/end by: ____________. 
2. We assigned acolytes on Sundays. The schedule will be given to you soon.
3. We discussed the requirements of your Confirmation experience (things like assignments and attendance). We realize that while we will not be graded, we are expected to try our best and to live out our baptismal promises. Of course, grace abounds!

4. In the fall of the third year, confirmands will meet with Pastor Emily individually. These will be conversations related to what the student has learned about and to assess if they are ready to be confirmed.

5. Materials were discussed: 
a. Bible
b. Small Catechism
c. Folder
d. Liturgical Catechism by Dan Biles 
e. Not provided: notebook, pen/pencils, self-commitment.

6. If any issues come up, I will talk with Pastor Emily or Miss Terri right away. 


Student
Signed____________________________________________________________

Printed____________________________________________________________

Dated_____________________________________________________________



Parents
Signed____________________________________________________________

Printed____________________________________________________________

Dated_____________________________________________________________




