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Our Great Commission Strategy 
 
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20) 
 
That “Great Commission” describes a discipleship continuum to which our Lord commands us:  we seek 
to make new disciples and to help current disciples grow.  As disciples of Jesus ourselves, we must 
share his compassion for and pursuit of those who are lost (Matt 9.36; Luke 15).  Thus, outreach and 
evangelism are integral to our life together, and to our identity as Christians.   

 
We summarize our strategy for the outreach aspect of this Great Commission under three headings:   
 
 
ENVISION:  We envision with biblical convictions about the necessity and importance of evangelism.   
 

- Prayer:   All conversions happen because the Holy Spirit regenerates individuals in Christ (Eph 2.5, 
Col 2.13, Titus 3.5). Thus we accent prayer for evangelism, including in our “First Wednesday Fast.” 

- Preaching:  God’s word shapes our convictions and builds our faith for evangelism, so we envision 
with his word – especially through preaching.  We will make it our goal to preach at least annually 
on the doctrinal foundations for and priority of evangelism.   

- Testimonies:  Our faith for outreach is also strengthened through the encouragement of others.  So 
we will have periodic testimonies in our Sunday services of someone experiencing the power of the 
gospel, or someone reaching out with the gospel. [Eric will seek to coordinate.] 

 
 
EQUIP:  We seek to equip for every-member outreach and evangelism.   Evangelism is not to be a 
program we do, but a community effort – that we might be a community of evangelists (2 Cor 5.20). 
 

- Goal – Our goal is for each member to be regularly praying for and reaching out to at least one 
unbelieving person in their network of relationships (a “one life”). 

- Training – We want our members equipped to reach out with and loving share the good news of 
Jesus Christ.  We desire for each home group to use our “Engaging in Evangelism Together” study 
for theological convictions and practical equipping related to outreach. 

- Fellowship – Since evangelism is a real aspect of our discipleship, we desire for our HG’s to include 
periodic updates and prayer for evangelism and outreach in their practice of fellowship.  

- Resources:  Eric (deacon for personal evangelism) will assist members with evangelistic resources 
and recommendations (books, ideas, etc.), should they desire help in those ways. 
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ENABLE:  We enable our members in the task of evangelism by assisting them in their personal 
evangelistic efforts.   
 

- Sunday service – Every week in our services we seek to explain the gospel and invite people to 
respond.  We also seek to make service intelligible to unbelievers (explaining terms, etc.).  We will 
continue with invitations for Christmas & Easter, and for Sundays in general.  Our monthly family 
lunches are also a great opportunity to invite and to reach out. 

- Life Explored & Christianity Explored – These courses are tools for our members to use in their 
outreach.  They also enable us to benefit from our differing gifts as a body that we might evangelize 
together.  [We hope to sponsor a LE or CE course early in the next calendar year.] 

- Local Mercy & Missionary Partners – Additional means for our members to engage their 
community with this Great Commission include:  CAPS, Bridge of Hope, and ICF.  We also 
participate in this Great Commission by supporting missionaries to remote Mexico and Tokyo, 
Japan, and through our support of a U.S. Navy Chaplain.  We will continue to keep these 
expressions of mercy and mission before us for our prayers and support.  

 
 
 
Future / Possible: 
- Community Outreach Team – consider forming a small team of people who facilitate outreach 

periodically at local events - e.g., La Mesa Oktoberfest. 
- SDSU – consider how we might partner with a campus organization at SDSU. 
- Marriage / Parenting:  consider developing outreach-oriented courses on marriage / parenting. 


