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1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 

stand, [2] and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures, [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. [8] Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. [9] For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. [10] But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. [11] Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so 

you believed.  
 
 
 
 
 

OUR VISION: 
 

we exist to glorify God as a gospel-centered community on a gospel-centered mission. 
 
 

OUR MISSION: 
 

to make & grow disciples of Jesus in our church, city and world. 
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OUR UPCOMING EMPHASES 
 
 
 
1. Enjoying the Spirit’s Ministry 

 

As a gospel-centered community, we desire to grow in our enjoyment of a central benefit of the 
gospel:  the new covenant ministry of the Holy Spirit.  We plan to preach six sermons on 1 
Corinthians 1-2 (Being a Gospel-centered Community), and then six sermons on 1 Corinthians 12-14 
(Being a Spirit-empowered Community).  Our desire is to understand and appreciate “the broad 
work” of the Spirit, while also growing in our enjoyment of the Spirit’s empowering work as he fills 
us and gives spiritual gifts for the building up of the body of Christ.   

 
 
2. Strengthening our Discipleship Ministry 

 

As a gospel-centered community, we desire to strengthen our ministry of growing as disciples as 
we apply this good news together.  Specifically, contexts for fellowship and discipleship have been 
created for both our college-age and our young professional demographics.  We are also seeking to 
pursue more transparent practices of fellowship in our Home Groups for more effective care and 
greater spiritual growth.  Discipleship courses on parenting and the doctrine of sanctification are 
being planned, and leadership development groups are being launched (see our “Ministry Funnel”). 

 
 
3. Pursuing our Evangelistic Witness 

 

To be a fully orbed gospel-centered community, we must also seek to make new disciples.  We are 
planning two evangelistic courses to aid our members’ evangelistic efforts:  Christianity Explored in 
the Fall (at the Lehmkuhl’s), and another course next Spring (in La Mesa).   We will also continue 
our monthly “mission moment” in our services to highlight local ministry partners and international 
missionary partners.  And we intend to make outreach / evangelism a more regular point of 
fellowship in our Home Groups, since our evangelistic witness is an aspect of our discipleship  

 

ONGOING EMPHASES: 
 

• Spiritual Life:  further strengthen Bible intake and prayer in our church and members’ lives. 
• Youth:  involve Noah R. / Daniel F. & Sarah R. in the leadership of the weekly high school 

meetings; Tiffanie is planning additional middle school contexts. 
• Men / Women:  regular men’s/women’s contexts for relational and spiritual growth.  
• Marriage / Parenting: ‘Principles for Parenting’ class (beginning Sept 15) and a marriage 

equipping context overnight. 
• Affiliations:  expanding committee and presenting a report of recommendations within a year.  
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Our Ministry “Funnel” 
  
 
At a high level, our philosophy of ministry is a simple one:  gather for worship (Sunday services), 
gather for community (esp. in our Home Groups), and scatter for mission (in our neighborhoods, 
workplaces, campuses, etc).  However, within that general structure our broader ministry can be 
pictured with movement and direction as follows: 
 

> Worship:  Sunday Services - our most important ministry context, where we gather as disciples of 
Jesus to exalt God, encounter God, and be edified by God through one another.  In our services we sing 
the Bible, pray the Bible, read and preach the Bible, and “see” the Bible (in the sacraments).  In these 
ways we worship God and grow as disciples – as well as invite people to become disciples of Jesus. 

> Membership:  Discovering Grace Church –  our class for attendees to learn about our 
purpose and practice as a church, that they might consider if God is calling them to identify 
with this body through membership for the purposes of care, connection, and service. 

> Fellowship:  Home Groups – our primary context for pursuing biblical fellowship 
unto mutual discipleship.  This involves building relationships, expressing care, and 
spurring each other on toward spiritual growth as we apply God’s word together in a 
consistent small group setting.  Additional contexts for fellowship include: 

• Men’s / Women’s Ministries  
• Men’s / Women’s Bible Studies 
• Ministry to college-age and young professional age groups 
• Youth Ministry 

> Ministry / Outreach:  Ministry Teams & Ministry Partners – contexts 
for members to serve, show tangible love to others, and share the good news of 
Jesus Christ.   In these ways, our members cultivate and use spiritual gifts while 
serving in the strength God provides, and so grow as disciples by becoming more 
like Christ who has so greatly served us.   

> Focused Growth:  Discipleship Courses –  periodic “Sunday 
school” courses which aim to help people to pursue focused growth in 
discipleship by equipping in theology and in aspects of the Christian life. 

> Leadership Development: Leadership Discipleship 
Groups:  monthly small group meetings with a pastor, by 
invitation, to study doctrine and pursue spiritual growth – to raise 
up more Home Group leaders, deacons, and elders.   
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Fall Preaching Calendar: 
 
• Sept 8 – Oct 13:  Being a Gospel-centered Community  (1 Corinthians, chapters 1-2) 

 
• Oct 20 – Nov 24:  Being a Spirit-empowered Community  (1 Corinthians, chapters 12-14) 

 

 
Fall Ministry Calendar: 
 

• Christianity Explored:  seven sessions beginning Sunday, Sept 29 (5:30 p.m., Lehmkuhl’s)  
 

• Principles for Parenting:  Sundays, Sept 15 – Oct 6  (11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m., conference room) 
 

• High School Youth:  Mondays (6:00 p.m., Moon’s) 
 

• Middle School Youth:  1st & 3rd Sundays (during service), plus additional gatherings planned 
 

• Women’s Ministry:  Sunday, Sept 15 (1 p.m., Trainor’s) (tentative dates: Sat, Oct 19 & Fri, Nov 15) 
 

• Men’s Ministry:  Sat, Sept 28 (6 p.m., Schalin’s) 
 

• Men’s Fraternity Course:  renews Sunday, Sept 1 (8:45 a.m., conference room) 
 

• Women’s Bible Study:  Wednesdays, 10 a.m. (Helix Bible); Thursdays, 7 p.m. (Devenberg’s) 
 

• Men’s Bible Study:  Tuesdays, 6:00 a.m.  (Starbucks: 4262 Camino Del Rio N., San Diego) 
 

• Baptisms:  Sunday, Oct 13 (immediately following the Sunday service) 

 

Future Dates to Note:  

• Youth Retreat:  Jan 10-11, 2020 
• Marriage Equipping (Overnight):  Feb, 2020 
• Women’s Retreat:  April 17-19, 2020 


