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Community UMC launched its foster care respite 

ministry on Oct. 6 and it was a wonderful success. 

We had six foster children, 12 adult volunteers, 

seven child volunteers and four Tags of Hope 

volunteers. The group played games, made crafts, 

heard a Bible story, rang bells and enjoyed pizza 

and cupcakes. Several beautiful moments oc-

curred during the event. An 18-month-old child 

soaked in all the love as he repeatedly slid down a 

toy slide with onlookers clapping and giving him 

high fives each time. The older kids went to pick 

out clothing and other items at Tags of Hope, and 

they stayed to carefully choose items for the 

younger ones. Our next event is Dec. 1 and all 

foster families are welcome, so spread the news. 

It was pure joy and we cannot wait to do it again!   

On Oct. 27 Community UMC’s west parking lot was packed with families enjoying a 

safe, welcoming and fun evening of candy, costumes, hot cocoa and apple cider. This 

year's event featured 24 creatively decorated vehicles.  

 



Gratitude. Being thankful or grateful for something. Happy people want to express 

appreciation for acts of kindness or gifts. Every person needs and wants to feel 

appreciated. In fact, we’re hard-wired for it.  

But living in a state of thankfulness is more than just saying, “Thank you.” It’s a 

lifestyle. Alexis de Tocqueville wrote, “Gratitude is a habit of the heart.” Living in 

gratitude requires an acceptance of things over which we have no control while also 

appreciating the people and good things around us. Sometimes it means choosing to 

be thankful for things we don’t perceive as good or welcome.  

When I was in college (a very long time ago), our campus minister was the Rev. Buddy 

Hughes. Buddy was perhaps the most humble, grateful person I’ve ever known. In his 

prayers he gave thanks for things like Scotch tape and paper clips. Buddy taught me to 

be grateful for mundane things. When he “retired,” he and his wife moved to Nicara-

gua to live and serve among the people they had so often visited on mission trips. 

So, today, I thank God for clean water that comes from a faucet and indoor plumbing. I 

thank God for my family and friends and my church and another day of life. And 

laptops and smart people and Scotch tape and paper clips. 

-Laura Porter 

The Connect youth group 

celebrated Christmas early 

by bringing holiday spirit to 

this year’s Trunk or Treat. 

They enjoyed a bonfire and 

roasted marshmallows 

afterward.  

Devotion: We’re hard-wired for gratitude 


