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For the past few years Community UMC has been working with the Rainbow 
Network to build 25 homes and to maintain a relationship with the homeowners. 
Here is the latest progress report on the village of Santa Carmela.  

This has been a difficult time for the citizens of Santa Carmela, but with 
God and your support they have overcome many difficulties. In rainy 
periods the roads are barely usable, making daily work a challenge. 
Despite the struggles, the families are filled with hope. 

In economic development, some families support themselves by running 
small home-based businesses. These people have a great desire to work 
together for a better future.  

The participation of leaders in health training and public 
health seminars continues. They understand the 
importance of having health providers and community 
members who are well trained. The nearest government 
clinic is six kilometers away, so they are grateful to have a 
Rainbow Network physician visit regularly. Many patients 
are taking advantage of this program. 

The Rainbow Network has worked hard to disperse school 
supplies so each student is well equipped. In August, students 
took time to write their sponsors to express their gratitude 
for the opportunity to receive an education. 

None of this would be possible without your generosity. To 
read the full story, visit communityumc.net/serve/Nicaragua. 

The Congregational Care Team is an incredible group of more than 20 people who 
visit our brothers and sisters in nursing homes and hospitals and those who are shut 
in at home. They come together for training on a quarterly basis and now help with a 
monthly grief/loss group. If you would like to be a part of this caring ministry, please 
contact Pastor Angie Olsen at aolsen@communityumc.net. 



Devotion: Waiting through Advent 
We spend so much time waiting. And waiting. 

We wait for the light to change from red to green. We wait for the car in front of us 
to move. Honk! Honk! We rush to any kind of appointment, and when we check in, 
we’re directed to a room dedicated entirely to waiting. We wait in line to pay for 
groceries. We wait for test results and grades and the end of the work day. It’s so 
frustrating, all this waiting.  

Then, here comes Advent, a season devoted to—you’ve got it—waiting. We’ve had 
so much practice at it that you’d think we’d be better waiters. Wait a minute! This 
word “wait” means more than one thing. You’ve really got to love the English 
language. As a noun, “waiting” means to pause or delay action until something 
happens. As an adjective, it means to serve or be in attendance (like a waiter in a 
restaurant or a lady in waiting). 

During this season, we really should try to do both kinds of waiting. Pause and 
remember the journey to Bethlehem. Reflect on the promise that our savior will 
come again. God wants us to wait so that we may draw close to Him. We can only 
truly serve Him, wait on Him, when we walk in the Spirit.  

So, come baby Jesus. Come and be loved. We are waiting. 

-Laura Porter 

The Community UMC Craft Show was held Nov. 2 and was sponsored by a group of 
volunteers. Funds were raised for children's education, both locally and worldwide. 
The total proceeds were $3,960.46, which included the bake sale and the Christmas 
Treasures room.  Additionally, other funds were raised by the following groups for 
missions:  $281.22—United Methodist Women; $3,161.00—Global Market; and 
$2,408.00—Compass Evangelical Free Church Missions for a total of $9,750.22 for 
missions. For a complete list of local and worldwide distributions, visit the church 
website at communityumc.net. All glory be to God for the blessings that can be 
shared with the young children of the world! 


