July/Aug 2019

A mission team from Community UMC visited the Puerto Rican island of Vieques
from July 6-13. Comprised of 15 members, the team ranged in age from 18 to 81,
with varying skill levels. Following an enthusiastic and joyous church service at Iglesia
Metodista Esperanza on Sunday, the team spent the next four days repairing hurricane damage on two homes. Team Alfonso completely replaced the roof on a threestory building, installed a new window and painted the interior of the third floor.
Team Gladys removed debris from the roof of a home, then sealed and waterproofed
the roof which had been leaking since the hurricane. Other members painted the entire exterior of the home, while inside holes were repaired in the ceiling and a fresh
coat of paint applied throughout the home. At the end of each long, hot day, the volunteers cooled off at the beach. On the last evening, the entire team cruised on the
world-famous Bioluminescent Bay—a natural wonder. The work was challenging, but
Gladys, one of the homeowners, summed it up: she felt like she had a brand new
home, and so many new friends!
TEAM ALFONSO

TEAM GLADYS

Six youth and four adults attended Youth 2019 – the
United Methodist National Youth Conference in
Kansas City, on July 10-13. They joined thousands of
others for discipleship, worship, Bible study, service
opportunities and fun! Through this experience,
they were able to connect with each other and denominational leaders and agencies, and grow as
world-changing disciples of Jesus Christ!

Roar Vacation Bible School took place July 21-25. Children and tweens from the
church and community totaled 162 with more than 50 volunteers helping out. They
spent their evenings at the KidVid Cinema, the Imagination Station, Bible Adventures
Story Time, and Outdoor Play Time. Through their wild adventures, the kids learned
many truths: When life is unfair…God is good. When life is scary...God is good. When
life changes...God is good. When life is sad...God is good. When life is good...God is
good. In addition, they raised $190 for Buddy Packs—bags that contain two entrees,
fruit, cereal and a nutritional bar—provided through the Food Bank for Central and
Northeast Missouri. The week came to a close with an ice cream social on the last
night, a song sung by the children on Sunday at the 11am service, and a pool party.
Life is wild but God is good!

Ignite Mobile Camp kicked off July 29. This week-long day camp paired high-energy
fun with gospel-centered worship leaving the campers excited about encountering
God and living their life for Jesus Christ! Kids experienced a wide range of activities
like bouncing in the inflatables, scaling the
rock walls, playing Gaga ball, and singing and
dancing to silly songs! The camp, provided by
the Missouri Conference, was designed to create leaders of the faith in local communities,
to inspire mountaintop faith moments that
will last a lifetime, and develop a community
of faith among young people, so they know
they are not alone. Community UMC was
thrilled to be a part of this mission!

