
 

 

Holy Week 2020 Daily Devotions 

 

April 5, 2020 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

During Lent, we have been exploring what it means to truly give up things God wants us to 

give up long-term. We have been challenged to give up control, expectations, superiority, 

enemies, our lives for Christ, and our popularity. When we planned this sermon series, we had 

no idea how much of our normal we would be giving up this Lent. We saw a post on 

Facebook that said, “this is the Lentiest Lent I have ever Lented.” We now invite you to join us 

in replacing some of the time you used for those negative things you gave up and fill them 

with an intentional focus on Jesus’ journey to the cross. This journey gives the celebration of 

Easter next Sunday the depth of meaning it deserves.   

This packet includes both morning and evening invitations to devotion for Holy Monday 

through Holy Saturday. Each morning you will light a candle, say a prayer, read a Psalm, give 

God several moments of silence and stillness, reflect on a few questions, and sing a song of 

praise and worship. In the evening, you will light a candle, read a scripture, do an activity, 

and then say a prayer.  

We are praying for God to sweep through our church family with a renewal of commitment 

and transforming grace through the activity of the Holy Spirit. As we join you in these daily 

devotions, we will hold you in our prayers. Please keep praying for us, each other, and the 

healing of the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastors Curtis and Angie Olsen 

 

 

 

 



Holy Monday 

Morning Invitation 

Light a candle and pray: 

Almighty God, as I begin this Holy Week, please open me to the power of light to 

overcome darkness. Let me take refuge in your strength and faithfulness. Help me 

delight in your love. Transform me with your grace. In the power of the Holy Spirit and 

the name of Jesus Christ I pray, amen. 

Read Psalm 36:5-11 and take two minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• How have you experienced shelter in the shadow of God’s wings?  

• Name ways God has given you a river of delights and offered you a fountain of 

light for your life? 

Songs of Praise and Worship:  

• Contemporary – Holy Water by We the Kingdom, click here.  

• Hymn – Hymnal #462 Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Invitation  

Light a candle and read John 12:1-11.  

Activity:  

Take some time to write down the most expensive or treasured things in your life. 

Imagine you are with Jesus like Mary. What would you offer to show him honor? Make 

a plan to offer Jesus something of true value in the way you live this week and 

beyond.  

Evening Prayer: 

Almighty God, at the close of this day, help me look back and see all the ways you 

showered me with grace. Then allow me to once again rest in the shadow of your 

loving wing. When I wake in the morning, let it be with renewed strength and 

commitment to follow you. In the power of the Holy Spirit and the name of Jesus Christ 

I pray, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=9n-qxeFqx-k&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNJK9gWterg&feature=emb_logo


Holy Tuesday 

Morning Invitation 

Light a candle and pray: 

Lord Jesus, let my thoughts, words, and actions praise you. Let my praise point others 

to your love and grace. Through your powerful goodness transform my anxious 

moments to praise. In your holy name I pray, amen.  

Read Psalm 71:1-14 and take two minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• How can I turn any moments of fear, worry, anxiety, stress into a moment of praise? 

• How can you use my life today to bring you glory and praise, and to point others to 

your hope and peace?  

Songs of Praise and Worship:  

• Contemporary – Way Maker by Passion, click here.  

• Hymn – Hymnal #397, I Need Thee Every Hour, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Devotion 

Light a candle and read John 12:20-36. 

Activity:  

You are invited to sit in a dark room (for kids they may want a flashlight). When you sit 

in the dark, what comes up in you – in your mind, your emotions, your physical body? 

When you turn the light back on is there a sense of relief, hope, peace…? What 

impact does Jesus have in the “darkness” in your life? How does being a child of light 

change your life?  

Evening Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, at the close of this day, thank you for all the ways you filled my moments 

with praise. As I rest in you tonight help me never to fear the darkness and wake me in 

the morning with your light shining brightly in my soul. Give me a renewed passion for 

being your light bearer in the world. In your holy name I pray, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1ONDesmoZI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTdyD4Q3uHc&feature=emb_logo


Holy Wednesday 

Morning Invitation  

Light a candle and pray: 

Holy Spirit, open me to your work in my soul. Transform anything in me that is dark or 

anxious or fearful or shameful. Deliver me to a place of security and hope through your 

endless love. In your power I pray, amen. 

Read Psalm 70 and take two minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• How am I feeling needy or ashamed right now?  

• How can I seek God’s wisdom and deliverance for my struggles? 

Songs of Praise and Worship:  

• Contemporary – Like You Love Me by Tauren Wells, click here.  

• Hymn – Hymnal #377, It is Well With My Soul, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Invitation 

Light a candle and read John 13:21-32.  

Activity:  

Jesus knew Judas would betray him and still offered him bread. Jesus explained how 

this betrayal actually starts events that will ultimately glorify God. Take a piece of 

paper and a pencil. Write down the name of someone who has hurt or betrayed you 

and the story of the betrayal. With God’s help erase or scratch out the words. With 

God’s weight-lifting grace, try to release these burdens. Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection show how God is glorified in moments of forgiveness and love.  

Evening Prayer: 

Holy Spirit, at the close of this day, calm my worried and busy mind with your peace. 

Help me to truly let you heal my wounds through the love, example, and power of 

Jesus’ forgiveness. Let me rest in your comforting grace and wake with a lightness and 

hope. In your power I pray, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDXcg3FcbeE&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAevSJ_PgTE&feature=emb_logo


Maundy Thursday 

Morning Invitation  

Light a candle and pray: 

Almighty God, give me the heart of a servant today. Give me opportunities to serve 

even from a distance. Help me to follow your compassionate and kind example in all I 

do today. In the name of Jesus Christ and the power of your Holy Spirit I pray, amen.   

Read Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 and take two minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• Do I plan my days as though I am saying to God, “I am your servant”?  

• How can I offer God a “thanksgiving sacrifice” today? 

Songs of Praise and Worship:  

• Contemporary – Amen by Micah Tyler, click here.  

• Hymn – Hymnal #77, How Great Thou Art, click here.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvTwXjdhKqQ&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYe6EOIH1kY&feature=emb_logo


Maundy Thursday (Cont.) 

 

Evening Invitation  

Light a candle and read John 13:1-17, 33-35.  

Activities – You are invited to choose one or do both: 

1. Hand Washing Station at Home 

Gather a bowl, pitcher or glass full of water and a towel. Take some time to ponder the 

meaning of Jesus washing the disciple’s feet. He is the Messiah and yet, he takes time to 

wash the feet of his followers with care and tenderness.  

• If you are living with others, pour water over one of their hands. Then gently 

dry with a towel. If you are comfortable, say words of affirmation and love to 

them. 

• If you are alone, pour water on your hands remembering how God pours 

love and grace on you continuously. Then dry your hands remembering how 

God uses your hands to love and serve others.  

• Name five ways serving others is a blessing from God.  

 

2. Recreate a Traditional Passover Seder Meal and/or Focus on the 

Importance/Symbolism of Passover (Exodus 12:1-15:21) 

• Jesus participated in the Passover meal (seder) every year of his life to 

remember the way God brought the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt. 

This meal celebrates that deliverance and freedom. 

• Jesus transformed that meal into what we know as communion, the Lord’s 

Supper. It is now our meal of grace, deliverance, and freedom. 

• Click here to watch a video to learn how to make a seder meal and to learn 

the importance/symbolism of each part of the meal. 

Evening Prayer: 

Almighty God, at the close of this day, help me remember the importance of the 

powerful ways you delivered the people of Israel from slavery and hardship. I praise 

you for the ways you have adopted me into that deliverance through Jesus Christ. 

Help me rest in your mighty arms and wake with renewed awe of your steadfast 

faithfulness. In the name of Jesus Christ I pray, amen. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/how-to-conduct-a-seder/


Good Friday 

Morning Invitation  

Light a candle and pray: 

Savior Jesus, this is the day you changed the world. Open my soul to the 

extravagance of your love. Break down my walls of doubt or uncertainty about what 

you offer. Help me never take your grace and your salvation for granted. In your 

redeeming power I pray, amen. 

Read: Psalm 22 and take two minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• Have you ever felt forsaken by God and yelled out groaning words?  

• How does knowing Jesus said these words on the cross impact you? 

Songs of Worship: 

• Were You There by Andrea Thomas, click here.  

• Hymn – Hymnal #298, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Invitation 

Light a candle and read John 18:1-19:42. 

Activity: 

Click here and watch a dramatic retelling of Jesus’ last day. Hear from six individuals 

who were close to Jesus before his death on the cross. 

Evening Prayer: 

Savior Jesus, at the close of this day, overwhelm me with the endless love you poured 

out for the world on the cross. Help me never cheapen the extraordinary grace 

offered to me through your selflessness and faithfulness. Hear me now as I confess my 

sins to you… (silent personal prayer) 

I praise you for rescuing me and forgiving me through your broken body and the 

spilling of your life blood. I claim your forgiveness and recommit myself to following you 

for all my days and into eternity. As I lay down to sleep, let me remember your body 

laid in the tomb. Wake me in the morning to lament your death with a deep sense of 

gratitude for your redeeming sacrifice. In the your name I pray, amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpSScICWJ9M&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP-ckrfLkyE&feature=emb_logo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EOe7A2-NhYwZFkTxEWkB84-7lNPH1cJN


Holy Saturday 

Morning Invitation  

Light a candle and pray: 

Almighty God, on this Holy Saturday, please break through the silence of the tomb 

with the enormity of your love for me. Help me find ways to honor Jesus’ selfless, life-

giving, eternity-changing death on the cross. Comfort us in our own grief and help me 

bring comfort and peace to others. In the name of Jesus Christ and the power of the 

Holy Spirit I pray, amen. 

Read Psalm 13 and take 5-10 minutes of silence to sit with God. 

Questions to Ponder:  

• How do you grieve the betrayal, beating, rejection, and death Jesus took upon his 

humanity? 

• How can you sit in the silence of the tomb with him today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Invitation 

Light a candle and read John 19:38-42. 

Activities – Pick one or do both:  

1. Write a Lament - Rev. Alice Fowler, Southwest District Superintendent of the Missouri 

Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, teaches the spiritual discipline 

of writing lament psalms or prayers. This practice is a powerful one for addressing 

the deep grief all are experiencing. Write a lament of your own after watching Rev. 

Fowler’s instructions. Click here to watch.  

2. Write a Eulogy for Jesus – Imagine you are asked to give a eulogy at a funeral for 

Jesus. How would you describe his life? How would you share the impact he had 

(has) on your life and the lives of others? 

Evening Prayer: 

Almighty God, at the close of this day, let me be reminded that I am lost without you. 

Wake me in the morning with the joy of resurrection power coursing through my being. 

In the name of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit I pray, amen. 

https://vimeo.com/403489843

