
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

UPDATED MAY 20, 2020  
 

 

 

LAKEWOOD RANCH BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

REOPENING 
PLAN 

 



 

 

2 

 

LWRBC Reopening Plan 
Step 1 

 

Lakewood Ranch Baptist Church will find its way to a new normal in a series of Steps, 

which may or may not coincide with Phases 1, 2 and 3 outlined by the state 

government.  We are carefully following the guidance from the CDC, the White House 

and Governor DeSantis. In consultation with the staff and deacons, Pastor Rick will 

announce when we are moving from Step 1 to Step 2, and so on. 

This plan will surely get revised as we learn more, so we ask that you be flexible. 

What follows will be a lot of “do this” and “don’t do that.” This is not the posture our 

leaders wish to take toward the congregation, but it is necessary that everyone be on 

the same page. 

 

 

 
  

OVERVIEW OF STEP 1 

• Services will resume on May 24 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Limited seating available. 

• Everyone must register to ensure you have a seat 

(lwrbaptist.com) 

• We will add a 9:00 service if/when the 10:30 fills up. 

• No children’s ministry, but 50-minute, kid-friendly services. 

• We will be social distancing, so please don’t touch one another.  

• Please go straight to your seat as you enter/exit the building. 
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When will we reopen? 

We will resume our public worship services on Sunday, May 24, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. 

Our new seating arrangement has us at 25 percent capacity.  Because of the limited 

seating, everyone will need to register to reserve his or her spot. 

If the 10:30 service fills up, we will add a service at 9:00 a.m.   

 

How do I register? 

You can register at lwrbaptist.com. The link can also be found 

at facebook.com/lwrbaptist. 

Initial registration for May 24 is currently open.  Please register 

as soon as you can.  Subsequent registrations will open on 

Monday evening for the following week. 

Registration will only be available one week in advance, and you can only register for 

yourself or someone in your household.  Everyone who will be occupying a seat needs 

to register.   

There is no need to print your ticket or save it to your phone. Our greeters will have a 

complete list of all who have registered. 

Please only register if you will make every effort to attend. 

Everyone occupying a seat needs to 

register.  

If you need help registering, call Lee Rich at 941-400-1001. 
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If you want to register and there are not any tickets available, fill out a different form 

(“I tried to register but couldn’t”) on our website. This helps us know when to add 

additional services. 

 

What about guests who don’t know to register? 

We’re aware there are many who may want to worship with us that do not follow us on 

social media or read our newsletter. We are reserving a handful of seats for 

unregistered guests each week.  

 

Are we social distancing? 

Yes.  

Only attend if you are willing to take social distancing 

seriously.  

The White House offers this guidance regarding initial 

reopening: “LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie 

theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can operate 

under strict physical distancing protocols” 

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/).   

Governor DeSantis’ plan from May 4 instructs Floridians in Phase 1 to “avoid socializing 

in groups of more than 10 in circumstances that do not readily allow for physical 

distancing” (https://www.flgov.com/wp-

content/uploads/covid19/NEW%20SLIDES%20FOR%205.4_al.pdf).   

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/covid19/NEW%20SLIDES%20FOR%205.4_al.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/covid19/NEW%20SLIDES%20FOR%205.4_al.pdf
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Only attend if you are willing to take 

social distancing seriously.  

Here are some specifics of how we ask you to social distance: 

• Do not touch anyone outside of your household.  As much as our instinct will be 

to hug and shake hands, please resist these impulses. Love will look different for 

a time. 

• Stand at least 6 feet apart in your conversations. 

• Facemasks are encouraged but not required. 

Thanks in advance for helping us have a touchless (but not heartless) gathering. 

 

What are we doing to limit the spread of the 

Coronavirus when we gather? 

Only come to church if you are 100 percent well.  Wash your hands prior to entering.  

We have two hand sanitizing stations in the lobby. 

Greeters with facemasks will be at the exterior doors so you don’t have to touch the 

handle, and the interior doors will be propped open. 

Only come to church if you are 100 

percent well.  

Everyone on stage will be pushed back several feet to create greater distance between 

the audience and those speaking or singing. 
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We will not be passing out bulletins or an offering plate. You may continue to give 

online or through the mail, and we’ve added two secure donation drops located on 

each side of the auditorium as you exit into the main lobby.  When we serve 

communion, the elements will be in a sealed container. 

We aim to cool the building prior to the service and then shut off the air conditioning so 

we aren’t circulating air. 

Areas of the building we are using will be disinfected before and after each service. 

 

How do I enter/exit the building? 

A greeter in a green vest will greet you outside to confirm your registration. Please do 

not linger in the lobby but head straight into the worship center.  A team of greeters 

will place you in cluster of seats.  We will fill up the worship center from front to back.  

At the end of the service, we will dismiss back to front. 

You will not get to pick your seat.  

Here are a few ways you can help us as you enter/exit: 

• Enter the building as a family unit. If mom, dad, son and daughter registered on 

the same ticket, they should enter together. 

• Sit where the greeters place you. You will not get to pick your seat. 

• Do not move any chairs. 

• Do not say at the last minute “I’d like to sit over there with my friends” if you 

didn’t register together. That will disrupt the seating chart for everyone else. 

• Show up 15 minutes before our service starts. 

• If you want to talk to others—and we hope you do!—please make it all the way 

outside before you engage in extended conversations.   
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I’m single. Can I sit with my friends? 

Yes, under two conditions. If you 1) registered on the same ticket and 2) you already 

have been in contact with that person prior to the service.  

We do not want our church service to be a place where people could be introduced to 

the virus for the first time. 

 

Will there be Children’s Ministry? 

No, but please bring your children. We will not provide 

any children’s ministry, preschool ministry, or nursery in 

Step 1.  

In addition to the Mother’s room off the worship center, 

rooms 1010 and 1011 (first floor, down the right hallway) 

are dedicated to parents with children. Feel free to come 

in and out of those rooms based on the needs of your 

child. A television will be available in those rooms so you can watch the service. Limit 4 

children per room.  Please bring your own toys and take them when you leave. 

If these rooms fill up, you may go to designated rooms on the second floor, but you’ll 

have to stream the service on your own device. 

If you worry your child will be a 

distraction, please come anyway.  

We understand that having more children in the worship center could present some 

challenges. We are striving to have kid-friendly worship services. They will be about 50 

minutes. We will use videos to engage children, have kids do our scripture reading, 

have worksheets kids can use during the message, and sing some kid-friendly songs.   
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If you worry your child will be a distraction, please come anyway.  We know this is hard 

on children, and we are happy to deal with their crying and cooing and 

rambunctiousness. While it may be necessary for you to come in and out of the worship 

center to limit the distractions, we do not want parents to feel like they can’t come to 

church until our children’s ministry returns.  
We will have a few clusters of chairs together in the back of the worship center that are 

reserved for parents with small children (5th-grade and under). 

 

What about Community Groups? 

On-campus Community Groups won’t be meeting during 

Step 1, but groups will continue to meet in different ways. 

Some will continue to meet exclusively online; others will 

meet in homes and some may subdivide.  In person 

gatherings should be limited to 10 or less people.  

If you would like to join a group, email rick@lwrbaptist.com. 

 

What about Student Ministry? 

Students will continue to Zoom with Pastor Michael on Sunday evenings. 

Students will resume the Unite Student Gatherings on Wednesday, June 3, at 6:30 

p.m. Students will follow the same safety guidelines as our Sunday morning services.  

These Wednesday night gatherings will be broadcast on InstagramLive for those who 

can’t attend. 
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But I still feel like I should stay home? 

We support your decision. Do what is right for you and your 

health. We know that many in our congregation won’t 

return on May 24.  Faithfulness will look different for 

different people. We will strive to create the best online 

experience we possibly can. 

We look forward to seeing you when you feel led to return. 

In the meantime, be sure to stay in touch with your 

Community Group leaders and pastors. 

 

What can I do to help? 

Glad you asked!  We’ve added some different service categories to our “I Can Help” 

form (https://lwrbaptist.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/268/responses/new).  We need to 

build new teams to disinfect the church before and after services, and we need to 

expand some current teams, like tech and the children’s ministry (as we move into Step 

2). 

 

What is after Step 1? 

We don’t know how long we still stay in Step 1.  We will roll back these restrictions as 

soon as we can. 

This document will be continuously updated. Once we have a plan to transition to Step 

2, we will announce those changes on our website and in the service.  

 

 

 

https://lwrbaptist.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/268/responses/new

