
A Global Pandemic Is a Perfect Time To Think 
By Michael Harsch 

 
I’m going to guess that you or your family may be feeling like hearing the word 

Coronavirus one more time may simply drive you out of your mind!  Trust me, I can relate!  You 
and I are living through one of the most extraordinary circumstances in our generation.   Here’s 
my advice to you….don’t waste this moment!   

 
By waste, I mean don’t let these circumstance affect our lives, habits, routines, schools, 
churches, sports, dining, and social life while never influencing our minds and hearts.  News 
Alert:  Like everything else in creation, the global pandemic of Covid-19 is ordained, and 
purposed by the all-powerful and sovereign God of the universe!  Colossians 1:16-17 says: 

“16 For by[a] him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 

 
Do you see?  These circumstances do not surprise or alarm God in any way.  In fact, He is 

using this present circumstance for His glory and our ultimate good.  The important way that 
this should affect our minds and hearts is to secure our faith in an all-wise, all-powerful and 
good God.   Secondly it is to ask ourselves the question:  What good is God producing in this 
calamity?  As believers, we know for certain that God’s main objective is to conform us to the 
image of His Son! (Romans 8:29) 

 
Though I don’t pretend to understand all the mysteries of God, here are a few possible 

ways God is using this “once-in-a-lifetime” circumstance to make us more like Jesus: 
 
- Isolation (and boredom) allows us to slow down and think about what is of true 

value, and what distractions may compete for our heart’s greatest affections.  
 2 Corinthians 10:5 

- Being apart from one another reminds us how cherished our fellowship in Christ 
truly is. Ephesians 4:2-6 

- Urgent needs create brand new windows for ministry and thus opportunity for the 
gospel.  1 Corinthians 16:9a 

- How you use your extra time will reveal to you what your heart truly desires. Matt. 
6:21 

- This is a great opportunity to intentionally love and serve your immediate family.  
Don’t let your sinful flesh (relationally) separate you from your most cherished loved 
ones.  1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 1 Peter 3:9-11 

- Missing true (face-to-face) Christian fellowship will bring a heightened longing and 
thankfulness for what we have, and should increase our joy when we are able to 
return together.  Romans 1:10-12 

- Seeing the broken-ness of our world should cause a deep longing for us to ultimately 
be with God!  2 Corinthians 5:7-9 



To our families and students during this time, I want you to know that I AM STILL YOUR 
PASTOR!   I am still available to you, and I am striving to find creative ways to connect with you 
and your families during this time.  So know this, I am available to you for prayer, support, 
meeting needs, or just if you need to talk.  Here are some specific goals I am setting during this 
season of absence from one another.  I intend to: 
 

1. Connect with our students-  Make regular efforts through text to check in on as many 
students as I have contact with.  (Please have your students text my phone number with 
their name if I don’t already have it.  That way I can reach more students). 

2. Inform our students/parents-  Using our CCB email group, Instagram, Facebook and 
texting, I want to keep our students and parents up to date with plans and opportunities 
for them with our church.  (Including live-streaming options, and personal contact with 
me for prayer, help or encouragement.) 

3. Equip our parents and students-  Through email, I’m going to provide our 
students/parents with some recommended reading and study tools so that they can 
keep their hearts and minds fixed on Christ during this time of “social distance” from 
others. 

4. Encourage students to interact-  Our aim as a church will be to have a regular 
interactive gathering time each Sunday morning (9:15) as well as each Wednesday night 
(6:30) to remain consistent with our regular church gathering opportunities.  Students, I 
encourage you to reserve that time for our shared ministry interaction.   

5. Remind students that this is temporary- “As we temporarily direct our congregations to 
these online spaces, it is of utmost importance that we clarify this digital reality as a 
temporary compromise rather than an ongoing convenience”.  Jay Kim-  TGC article 

6. Pray for and with (when possible) our students- I want to increase my efforts to pray 
for my students during a time when I can’t be with them.  As I do, I will seek to let them 
know that I am specifically praying for them (via text or other personal means). 

7. Be available to parents and students-  I want to feature a regular reminder in my 
correspondence to the students and parents that I am glad to be reached whenever 
they may need me for a question, prayer or just discussion.   

 
 
So families, let’s not waste this world-wide phenomenon!  Let’s use it to the glory of God and 
for our greatest good.  Since we cannot meet together, our church service will be live streamed 
on Sunday mornings at 10:30 @ facebook.com/lwrbaptist.  Here are the two quickest and most 
efficient ways to connect with me:  Cell- (386) 405-0019,  email- michael@lwrbaptist.com.   
I hope and pray that we will see one another face to face very soon.  In the meantime, let’s 
trust Gods guidance and providence as we seek His glory! 
 
 


